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RACISM STIRS IN KOTZEBUE
RemarlMayRemarkRemarl\Remarl\ May Have BeenBeel1Been-

BlownBlown Out of ProportionProportionB-
y

Proportion13-
yBy13y LAEL MORGANMORGAN-

"It's

MORGAN-

"It's"It'sIts" ' not a true statement ," HobbyBobby ScliaefferSchaeffer ,. K.ot/e-K.oteK.otKoteKotle-KotleKotze-KotzeK.ote-
bue's

Kotle-
bue's

Kotze-
bue's

. / -

bue'sbues' EskimoE imo mayor said firmly . "ThatThat" isn'tisnt' what waswas-

said
was-

saidsaid .
"

The statement in question waswa!> one of many makingmaking-

the
making-

thethe rounds as word spread among Caucasians in the bushbmh
that Kotzebue IS a good placeplace-

to
place-

toto avoid these days .

"AtAt" least one white businessbusiness-busmebusiness-
man

¬-

man is carryingcarrymg a gun inm hisIlls car , "
reportedreportedaa bush traveler recentlyrecently-
toto teachers in111 an outlyingoutlYll1g village .

( HeIle admittedlyadm.ttedlyadmttedlyadm1ttedly. had the storystory-

secondhand
story-

secondhandsecond-handsecondhand- . ) "TheyThey" say thethe-

whItes
the-

whiteswhites are goinggOll1g to be treatedtreated-
there

treated-
therethere 'justjust' like the NiggersNlggers in11111-

1Alabama
in-

AlabamaAlabama ..'' Said it rightnght in111 aa-

public
a-

publicpublic meetingmeetll1g ! "
ThisTillS is the statement thatthat-

Bobby
that-

BobbyBobby Schaeffer denies was everever-

made
ever-

mademade .

There'sTheres' no denyingdenYll1g , however ,

that the subject ofofmterraclalofinterracialinter-racialinterracialmter-raclalmterraclalmterraclalr-
elatIOns

interracial-
relations

--

relations is a tender one-oneonaoneinon - in1111-
11Schaeffer's

in-

Schaeffer'sSchaeffer'sSchaeffers' areaarca perhaps moremore-

so
more-

soso than any oilierother place in111 thethe-

statestatetate . There is considerablecomtderable unun-unun-

ret
un-

rest

¬-

restre\tret\ among both NativesNatlve andaridand-

whItes
arid-

whiteswhites and the local newspapernewnewspaper-
reflects

paperpaper-
renectsreflectsrenects itit-

Recently
I-

tRecently
it-

RecentlyRecently KotebueKotlebueKotzebue? had anan-

election
an-

electionelection upset that gave the towntown-

ItS

town-

itsits first Native mayor and put

three progressiveprogre lve , young 1I1\1-1Iski11I-
T10

ski-skiski-

mos
ski-

mos
\" -

mosIT10 on the city councilcouncil-
"The

councIl-

"The
council-

"The"TheThe" whiteswhlte had alwaysalwa } beenbeellbeell-

In

been-

inin control ," SchaetferSdlaefferSchaeffer observedobser\edobseredobsered-
"They

observed-
"They

\
"TheyThey" had the formal educationeducateducation-
and

IonIon-

JJldandJJld the businessbusHle s t(trainingrainingallllngr . InIIIIII-

the
In-

thethe pastpa t it'sits'' just thattlut NativeNatlY\NatlYNatlY-
people

Native-

people \:people never got involvedmvolvedmvolvedminvolvedinmvolved-

any
inmin-

anyany politicalpolitlca] game They justjUjust-

wanted
tt-

wantedwanted to hunt and fishfshf sh .

"WellWell" , four of usu youngeryounger-
people

younger-
peoplepeople wanted to try and getget-

sometlllng
get-

somethingsomethingsometlllng up . We didn'tdidnt' talktaltalk-

to
)",

to anybody Didn'tDidnt' campaigncampaign-
Just

campaign-
JustJust ran . . ._ "

They got the majorityrnajontyrnajontyvotemajorityvotevote ,

but the old guard protestedprote\tedproteted\ ,

threw out the ballot and heldheldaheld-

second
a

secondecondsecondelectionelectionelection-
"This

electIOn-

"TIllS
election-

"This"ThisThis"TIllSTIllS"" time we got an eveneven-

bigger
even-

biggerbigger majoritymajonty ,
" ScaetlerScaefferScaef ter smiledsPilledsmiled-

The
sPilled-

The
smiled-

TheThe parallelpJra1Jel betweenbetweell Kot/e-KoteKolle-KolleKotze-Kotze-Kote-
bue

Kolle-
bue

Kotze-
bue

/ -

buebueandand Alabama came upupihenupwhenwhen\\ihenihenihent-
he

when-

the
\

the NativesNltlV.cNltlVc, . protestedprote\tedprotetedprotetedIssuanceprotestedissuance\ issuanceIssuance-
of

issuance-
ofof a liquor licenseIIcen e to a white-whitewillte-willtewhite-

owned
willte-

owned
white-

owned
-

ownedownedclubclub .

"WeWe" felt they ( the white clubclub-

owners
club-

ownersowners ) diddidnotnot havehavc a straightstraight-

record
straight-

recordrecord ," Schaeffer explainedexplall1edexplall1ed-

"And
explained-

"And"AndAnd"AndIt" it was mentionedmcntloned that ,

with the Native Land ClaimsUalmsUalms-
settlement

Claims-

settlementsettlementsettlemente're, we'r-
e

wer-
e

\\e'r-
e

e'r-
e

er-
e

we'r-
e

wer-
e\ ' goinggomg to havehave-

to
have-

toto investmve t ourollr money inIf) orderorder-

to
order-

toto makernaJ.crnaJc. it11 workworworkit" itIf a sharehare is1\11-

gOing

is-

going
\

going to behe worihwonhworthwonhanyworthanythinganythingany tIling in111

20 yearsv e.nencars. I hetie Native andHIdHIdvIllageandvillage, villagevIllage-

corpor.ltlon

village-

corporationscorporationscorpor.ltlon\corpor.ltloncorpor.ltlon.Ire. \ are.IreIre. goinggOlllg to10 neednee-
dhllllIeC

( need-

businesseshll\llIe\\C\hllllIeCbusinesseshllllIeCto\ \ \ \ to gelget 11110Into1111-

0"I

Into-

he"II" hche I\IIIICIIIIICwhit\ ' I'copkIcopkpeople' gotVol III111)111111-

)t
')

( t( ontH1ucdontrnued on paqepage 01A )



Racism Stirs at KotzebueIotzebue( . . .
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and raised hell.. Said there waswas-

no
was-

nono reason to be prejudiced .
"

ItItwaswas then Schaeffer'sSchaeffers' brobro-bro-

ther
bro-

ther
¬-

ther (John(John ,, executive director ofof-

the
of-

thethe Northwest Alaska NativeNative-

Assn
Native-

AssnAssn . ) who mentioned the relarela-rela-

tionship
¬.-

tionshiplonslup! of whites to negros inIn-

the
in-

thethe South . The quote liasbashas beenbeen-

bent
been-

bentbent out ofofshapeshape with retelling ,

Mayor Schaeffer maintainsmamtalns . ItIt-

wasn't
It-

wasn'twasn'twasnt' as extreme as reported .

The problem as BobbyBobby-
Schaeffer

Bobby-
SchaefferSchaeffer sees it , goes back toto-

the
to-

thethe "landland" steal " 15 years ago .

"TheyThey" posted everythingeverythmg .

DidDidItit legal . Auctioned all thethe-

lots
the-

lotslots in Kotzebue for from $1414$14-

to
$14-

to
$

to $4040$ . The white people knewknew-

the
knew-

thethe value of land . No NativesNattvesNattves-
got

Natives-
gotgot lots . And many of thethe-

whites
the-

whiteswhites left with deeds mIn theirthmthm-
hands

their-

handshands . You know , federal workwork-work-

ers
work-

ers
¬-

ers , BIA . . . Now they'retheyre' inin-

Washington
in-

WashingtonWashington ,, D . C . . . . outsideoutside-
allover

outside-
allallalloverover.. Most white people justjust-

take
just-

taketake money out of town .
"

Schaeffer ; 23 , was born andand-

raised
and-

raisedraisedraisedininm Kotzebue with sevenseven-

brothers
seven-

brothersbrothers and two sisters . HisHIs-

dad
His-

daddaddadISis a hunter and his mothermother-
has

mother-
hashas worked part-timeparttimepart-hmehme- as school

cook .

"AA" lot of the time we werewere-

scrapmg
were-

scrapingscrapingscrapmg to get milk for thethe-

kIds
the-

kidskids but it was beautiful ,," hehe-

recalls

he-

recallsrecalls .

On graduation from CopperCopper-
Valley

Copper-
ValleyValley High School , SchaefferSchaeffer-
went

Schaeffer-
wentwent to college mInto Colorado . ItIt-

was

It-

waswas his first trip stateside andand-

he
and-

hehe stayed only a semester ..

"ItIt" felt good to be home .

ColoradoColoradocountry-countrycountry-. is beautifulbeautiful-
but

beautiful-
butbut there are no EskimosEskunos . . .

"
He transferred to the UniverUniver-Univer-

sity

¬.-

sityslty of Alaska but didn'tdidnt' findfind-

anythmg
find-

anythinganythinganythmg he wanted to study .

So , about two and a half yearsyears-

ago
years-

agoago , he returned to KotzebueKotzebue-
and

Kotzebue-
andand took a job with AlaskaAlaska-

Alflines
Alaska-

AirlinesAirlinesAlflines . Later he heard therethere-

was
there-

waswas an opening with the RuralRural-

Alaska
Rural-

AlaskaAlaska Community Action ProPro-Pro-
gram

Pro-

gram
-¬-

gram working for social , ecoeco-eco-

nomIc

eco-

nomic

¬-

nomic and recreational improveimprove-improve-

ments

¬.-

ments . Schaeffer became regionregion-region-

al

¬-

al director .

"ItIt" was my first venture inmm-

the
in-

thethe politicalpolilcal! game .
"

His brother ,, John ,, meanwhilemeanwhIle-
became

meanwhile-
becamebecame the first president ofof-

the
of-

thethe Northwest Alaska NativeNative-

Assn
Native-

AssnAssn . (NANA ) and the two menmen-

began
men-

beganbegan to work together..

"TheThe" reason I got so closeclose-

to
close-

toto NANA is that I realized whatwhat-

would
what-

wouldwould happen once the landland-

cIatms
land-

claimsclaimscIatms were settled . We'reWere' goinggomggomg-

to
going-

toto have to take over our ownown-

social
own-

socialsocial services ,, health ,, educaeduca-educa-

tion

¬.-

tion . . .

"LikeLike" the Senate testimonytestimony-
onon the Sea Mammal legislation .

A lot of Senators said , 'We'veWeveWe've'We've-

aJready

'We've-

already

'

alreadyaJready given them 40 millionmillion-

acres
million-

acresacres and a billion dollars . WhatWhat-

more
What-

moremore do they wantwan tT? ' They gavegave-

us
gave-

usus somethingsomethmg and they think wewe-

can

we-

cancan take care of ourselves ..""
Schaeffer assesses the settlesettle-¬.-

ment administrationadmmlstratlOn set-upsetupsetupas- asas-

"a
as-

"a"aa" political play .

"TheyThey" divided us intomto regionsregIOns-
wIth

regions-
withwithwIthnono central organization bebe-bebe-

cause

¬.-

cause they didn'tdidnt' want the mimI-mImI-

nority
mi-

nority

¬-

nority to have a lot of power .

But we canean turn the tide in anyany-

election
any-

electionelection in Alaska .
"

Schaeffer'sSchaeffers' region was thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst to move inm planningplannmg for thethe-

claIms
the-

claimsclaims payoff.. Before the billbinbin-

passed

bill-

passedpassed Congress , they negotiatednegotiated-
aa $10,00010000$ , interest free loan fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe Episcopal Church . UsingUsmgUsmg-

thIS

Using-

thisthis for seed , theytheywonwon $40,00040000$40,000-
to

$ ,

to do a study for the StateState-

DIvisIOn

State-

DivisionDivision of Family and ChildChddChdd-

Services
Child-

ServicesServices .

State Operated Schools alal-alal-

ready

al-

ready
¬-

ready had the Kobuk ValleyValley-

down
Valley-

downdown for a $22$ 5 million regionalregional-

hIgh
regional-

highhigh school and the Natives concon-concon-

tracted
¬.-

tracted with them to provide
$30,00030000$ ,, for a prioritypnority study onon-

educational
on-

educationaleducational needs ofofallall the vilviivil-vilvil-

lages

¬.-

lages of their area .

As soon as the land claimsclaims-

bill
claims-

billbill passed , they were ready toto-

go

to-

gogo directlydlfectly to their people andand-

find
and-

findfind out how they wanted thethe-

money
the-

moneymoney spent.. In addition , ofof-

course

of-

coursecourse , they surveyed for thethe-

state
the-

statestate agencies andandareare now planplan-plan-

nmg
plan-

ning

¬-

ningnmg to coordinate their efforts .

"OutOut" top prioritypnonty is educaeduca-educa-

tion

educa-

tion

¬-

tion ,,"" Schaeffer said . "WeWe" wantwant-

aa regional high school boardboard-
mstead

board-
insteadinsteadmstead of State OperatedOperOperated-
Schools

tedted-

SchoolsSchools ,, BIA ,, Friends Church ,,

etc ; all with different programs . "

Under the land claims settlesettle-settle-

ment

¬.-

ment the Kotzebue region willwill-

receive

will-

receivereceive something over two andand-

aa half million acres and eight oror-

nine

or-

ninenine percent of the cash . ThereThere-

are

There-

areare about 5,0005000, Eskimos inm thethe-

region

the-

regionregion .,

AndAndasas for the future ofof-

Eskuno
of-

EskimoEskimoEskuno power . . .

"It'sIts" ' goinggomg to bubble up wayway-

more
way-

moremore ,,"" Schaeffer predicts . "TheThe"The-

Native

"TheThe-

NativeNative people are finally goinggOmggOmg-
to

going-
toto see the light.. We want toto-

see
to-

seesee that what happened to usus-

m
us-

ininm the past doesn'tdoesnt' happen agnnag1mag iin .

'TheThe"The'" blacks had hundreds ofof-

years
of-

yearsyears to get in the pace . We gotgot-

caught
got-

caughtcaught ,, bang ,, in the future . "
And the whites . . .

"We'veWeve" ' got to work withwith-

them
with-

themthem . They'veTheyve' got to work withwith-

us
with-

us
.

us ! They'veTheyve' always had thethe-

knowledgeknowledge of city governmentgovernment-
and

government-
andand business.. We'veWeve' never had .

They'veTheyve' taken over and thinkthink-

they're
think-

they'rethey'retheyre' doing good . But they'vetheyvethey've-
had

they've-
had

'
had no concept of the NativeNative-

asas a whole .. They'veTheyve' never takentaken-

into
taken-

intointo consideration that we'veweve' gotgot-

aa stake , too . . .

"We'reWere'We're"'' ' 80 per cent NativeNative-

inin Kotzebue and the majoritymajority-
rules

majority-
rulesrules , you know.,""


