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ANWSO Convention held,
new officers elected

By Linda Lord-Jenkins
Tunmdra T im es

More than 300 hardworking
women from throughout the
state gathered in Anchorage
two weeks ago 1o discuss issues
and problems of concern to all
share their views on
many 1opics.

The members of the Alaska
Native Women's Statewide Or-
ganization met Lo discuss mat-
ters such as government ag-
countabiity, leadership, alco-
holism and drug abuse, the
history of the Alaska Natjve
Claims  Settlement Act, and
how Lo become involved in the
political process,

Al the convenlion, Lillian
McGarvey, an  Aleut Corp
board member and the Aleut
Region  represenialive v
ANSWO, was elected president
of the organization for the

and 1o

Lillian McGarvey

coming vyear. She replaces
Brenda Iita off Barrow.

Mew vn;::-prﬂ-.:u_lﬂ'l[ 15 & neEw
hoard member - Vernita Zyles
of the Bering Strails Region.
Sharon Sunnyboy s the new
replacing Agnes
Doyon  who has

secretary.
Criffith  of
(Continued on Page Ten)




left the board.

During their three days of
meelings the
workshops on accountability,
leadership and other matters.
They also heard from Demo-
cratic Gubernatorial Candidate
Bill Sheffield and his running
mate Steve McAlpine, and
heard a discussion on subsis-
lence.

That panel, made up of
elders Pauline Harvey of Kot-
zebue, Bertha Moses, anthro-
pologist Rosita Worl of An
chorage, MNatasia Markham of
Bethel, and John Shively of the
Alaskans for Sensible Fish and
Game Management, all urged
the women to regisier o vole,
to vote, and to encourage their
friends and family members to
vole,

Pauline Harvey spoke of her
carly days in which her mother
trained her to pick berries,
and 10 work in the subsisience
ways.

“My mother used o tell
me a girl has to learn to work
with her mother early o she
knows to be a mother and o
store food away.

“We cant run away from
subsistence” said Mrs, Harvey.
It has to be with us. We have
gol 1o know to gather and to
store , ..

Bertha Moses from the
Doyon Region spoke of the
quality of the foods eaten by
subsistence people and  the
quality of the products pro<
duced with the traditional
Ways

“I've never seen (aclory
made mukluks that are warm
like Native-made. We can’i
afford 1o buy factory tanned
moose, The factory tanned
aren’t as warm as ours. They
wear out faster and get stiff
when it gets cold.

Shively spoke of the impor-
tance ol having a great number
of rural residenis register to
Yole.

“It & critical 1o have com-
plele registration of woters,”
said Shively.

He said that much of the
money raised by Sensible will
be spent educating people in
the urban areas of Anchorage,
Juneau, Fairbanks and Ketchi-
kan of the need for the sub-
sistence law "

He also said that rural res-
idents have to vote at a much

women held -
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anm.fmmﬁlﬁhuﬁu:mmmmkupm:mnm subsistence law.

have 0 be developed in the
“national interest™  even
though it may hurt our sub-
sistence lifestyle . . . yet when
it came t0 (ish and game re-
SMITCes the basis of our
lives, we are also told we must
be equal, thal we must share
equally with those in the
urban community.”

And she asked “why is the
rural ' Alaska getting a dispro-
portionate amount of state
revenués yet we don't talk
about the fact thal most mon-
ey for the state comes from
rural development.”

During a workshop on gets
ting involved in the political
process, a discussion was held
on how 1o get involved with
regional ion matters.

One woman, the wife of a
regional corporation director,
said she got drawn into the
political process by others be-
cause of her husband's board

 decisions. -

“1 would have people com-
ing up to me to discuss matters
and 1 would try to explsin if
I could. It has gotten so |
drill  him when he comes
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Wamen are_strong. All we
need to know is that we have
talent for all the things we've
done. We need to dvelop con.
fidence and speak up. The
knowledge of the mechanics of
corporate matters will come.

They were told 1o get in-
volved on commitiees and ask
questions at board meetings
when they have problems.

In the government accounta-
bility workshop, Gordon Jack-
won, a former legislative aide
led & discussion on making gov-
ernment responsive.

Bul one of the most instruc-
tive discussions in one session
came from Vernita Zyles of
Unalakleet.
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“Thete 5 no freé lunch. Sure

you get the monmey but you
have to do things in com.
pliance with laws that some-
times are in varfance with our
cultures.”

Natasia Markham of Bethel
stressed  the importance of
fearning to fight with words.
"*We're slowly being devoured
through the use of words
against us."”

Another person said that
“We need agenis to articulate
for us o educate people.”

During the leadership work-
shop, John Shively asked the
women if they thought they
were leaders. Few mid they
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Leaders
something, said Shively. “They

ilways sacrifice
always sacrifice time - with
their family,” and often sullfer
greal criticism from people
inside the culture when most
of their dealings are with
people outside the culture,
One elderly woman said
that to be a good leader “a
person has to learn to get re-
spect of all the people. She

must acknowledge -mistakes
gratefully.”

Shively said_that leads
must have & purpose 41:

know where they are going;
must use a teamwork approach
and must be willing to serve
and sacrifice,



