Fink says he’s mis-understood

By BILL HESS
Tundra Times

Tom Fink enthusiastically
supports the initiative which
would put an end to Alaska's
subsistence laws, but claims
that rural and Native Alaskans
misunderstand his position on
hunting and fishing. *Anyhaody
who needs fish and game 10
keep body and soul together
will have it.” Fink, the Repub-
lican gubernatorial candidate,

stated at a press conference in
Anchorage last week

By anybody, Fink made n
clear that he meant someone
living in downtown Anchorage
as well as the Alaskan Bush
Culture and  tradition, said
Fink, should play no part n
determining who has  first
access 10 game and fish, Fink
also stated that he did not like
the word, “subsistence,” bul
instead  preferred  the term

“personal use requirements.”

Fink stressed his belief that
anyone needing this preference
should get it. A person who
lives in Anchorage and who has
no  money, needs game and
fish more than does someone
who lives in the Bush but has
money, said Fink,

“Uertainly a guy who makes
370,000 & vear will not get any
preterence from me'” Fink

(Continued on Page Five)
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person with little money pref-
erenice over his $70,000-a-year

among /body else.

He d with the argu-
ment that the priority has
- never yel been applied because
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Native Alaskans appear to be
unified in their opposition to
Fink's candidacy, yet Fink told
reports that he anticipated 'a
good working relationship with
Native leaders should he win.

“My observation with Na-
tive leaders is that | am in very
good shape. A good number of
them agre2 privately with my

philogophy. They _say they

would
In reality, a number of lead-
ers ' came out with a state-

~ ment of support for Terry

Miller, Fink’s opponent, during
the_ primary, but none for
Fink

Yet Fink argued that in 1991

shareholders in the Native cor-
porations will be able 10 sell
their shares — and therefore
their lands. If their corpora-
tions are not making money
and paying good dividends,
said Fink, then many share-
holders may be tempted 1o go

“Most Native leaders want

w produce money out of their -

corporations, they want 1o give
their shareholders substantial
dividends, Many feel | will do
more 1o help them get this
done.” Fink named building
docks, roads, hydroelectric
dams and not raising taxes
as some of the things he would
do which he believed would
be appealing to Native people.

Fink also restated his sup-
port of moving the capital
to Willow, but stressed that

wias but the voters’ decision 1o
make — not his. Fink favors
investing the permanent fund
in Alaska rather than Outside.
He would rather see permanent
fund money earn 8 percent on
home loans to Alaskans than
13 percent on the New York
Stock Exchange, he said.

Fink supports Susitna Dam,
limits on government spending,
and believes large projects such
as the Anchorage-Fairbanks In-
tertie should be worked on
with what money is available
each year. Prudhoe Bay is just
the beginning, Fink argued.
Alaska’s wealth 5 going 10
grow and grow and grow.
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