
Mildred Sparks, dedicated mother

'withaPhDinTlingit'withaPhDinTlingit''withwith' a PhD in ilingi '
Four decades ago"whgnagowhgngo ,"whenwhen" it

1t becamebecame fashlonaHefashi6nabie forTlingitfor Tlinglts
to - turnturn'turn' toto'to' westernwesten waysways oneone

"

woman,
;; stood herher"her ground and

.vocallyvocally. opposed the organizedorganized

(, thoughtthought.. that 'JLwssJLwss'It , was timtune for
the Tlingit , peoplepeople' ' to'give'uptogiveupto'givetogive'

I' up
' 'theirtheir'

?
language and Uieirtheir 'cutcut'cub,

Mules. ' ' " -?

She.SheO
. ent through a painful

time In herftar battle"battle" but her be"bebi-bi"-
Heftlief.lief., prevailedpreiadedand, and 'thethe'

the Tlingit
'peoplepeople'; of Southeast AltsliaAlaska still
ipea&ipeaspeak'speak&

_
' their language and live.live,.

jri,(n theirtheir cultureculture.,.

That wwomanman, MildredM ildred SparkSparkt ,,

.was'.waswas.,was'was' honored for thaithat effort
land-.lan-

d
( and,. many'othermanyothermanl"othermanlother'" contributionscontribution.contribution ;.

to rherel people , by ;, the AlaskaAlaska
'StatewideStatewide'

; Pativeatlve ,WomenWomen'sWomens's Or.OrDr.Dr.
ganizationganlzatlo4 recentlyrecgntly ,

t

Mildred Sparks ,
taught; herhoc

peopleQcople many things *., ""toto"
'

lovlook ;, our.our., people
--

things
t-

hings
-

,
and show thaithat'that

love 'lnmanylnmany' in ,ttiany, kindind.ind
. ,
andatha givingg3vi

waysways ; to,to 'itr.tveitr.tveitrtve'stovestove''
.

Ipto excellence

intand;
to .showshow., ,, respectrespect'respect' to allall

people and to anyone who dede.de.

serves respect ;, to work for ourour
people ; ,

' said 'EmmiEmmi', F.mmaFmma. WidmarkWidmirk

who spoke
,
the wordword.word., in IntroIntro.Intro.,

ducingduring Mrs.Mrs., Sparks award ,
*"

-SheShe"She-" expectsusexpects , , us , toto .bebeIN.
,

strong.strongstrong.SheAsksstrongSheAsks.
,
She asks veryietylittia,, little and ,

gives much.muchmueh.mueh. She/counselsShecounselsSheiunsels/; * , nurriur.riur.
-tures'andtures'andturesand- hires Band' loves eacheach of us ,*"'

aaldWidmark.aaldWidmarksaid Widraark ., ,

DescribingDescribing the contribution ;
"thatthat" that Mrs;; , Sparks has "mademade" iade'ioiadeio

*'
to

,the ' TlingttTlingit people , she said
'

'simplysimply'simply'"MgdredsimplyMgdred' ', "MBdredMBdred"" Sparks hahas a
, .-PhDinTlingit

P-
hDinTlingit.?
PhQ tit Tlingit.Tlingit;. -

"An'An""AnAn" ' elder iniri her'her' churchchuich'kchuichk, ';
'

a
membermombe; of 'thethe' the ;

, historical so.so-.
ttetycietyr, the RepublicanRepublican'

'
PartyPart ; ,

and the museum'board'MrsmuseumboardMrsniuseuirr'board'MrsniuseuirrboardMrs'
'

,; ' ,;'
Sparks has, tried to'toto ' educate
non-NativenonNative- people

,
to the TUn-TUnVia.Via-.

gitgif way of life.lifelife ., safelsaid WdrnarkWidmark ,

, Mrs.MrsMA.MA. Sparks had sixidit children
orhetother owowl andands; adopted jninymany
others.othersother .. She was namedshamed national
Motherwf"theMotherwftheMotherof-theMotherofthe, "- Yfrr'warfori'YfrrwarforiYrm-wsrfonYrmwsrfon-' '

mermet Grand Camp PresidentPresident. ,. of

the Alaska Native Sisterhood
andend is now Grand Camp EmeriF.merl-F.merl. -

tus of the NAS.NAS
,

. SheShe, has art
honorary doctorate5floctontte ? from the
UniversityUnietilty; of'AhskaTofAhskaTot'Alaj.otAlaj.otAlaj' * .'

I
,Mrs.MrsMn.Mn.. SparkSpas*

;

was not ableabli
'
to

'

'
attend thefianthe banquet.quetquet.

which* fikh hon-honhon-!
prede'-

roki.
e-

roki.
e-

roki
' her.her;r.'

becauseiiciise
-

she sufferedsuffcre4i

ia stroke'threestrokethreet ' three months agoago but
because , ofof.heirofheir.herher. determinationdeterminatlqn
the'wasthewaschi 'was able'able' tipvercomer,

iovcrcotnethe"iovcrcotnethetAo
"

partial ptiaiyris'lufshptiaiyrislufshQai9hsif' th a ; ch6'suf-ch6'sufch6suf' sui.sui}.-
feredfared and loci;on .thethethst., da/dadays/ ftAC thethat
banquet she Walked out of thethi

, hospilal.hospilalhospital.;
,
SheSlte returnedseturried homehorfte to

, stprestore up.uppp ., fishfish fortoe ; "tftetfte"the winterwoter'iwoteri,
;!'

i, andand 16!o mamakee hurlsur her.her. diughter4diugliter
. and 'grandchildgrandchild'grandchtldreareh picked ,,

fenoigh.enooahenooah,. ) berries , saidmid IreneIreneRow-IreneRow,,, Row-Row- , ,

iinonen; ine of heher daughters.daughters.
a

Mri.MriMrs., Rowan p1drihatsald'ihatsaldihat' when.JwhenJivhetG.ivhetG%. .

her inothermother, learnedlearned of.of., .; thithis-this-;
ioaiedoaAl( ,

;She.'wShe.wShewStie was.
' so'conipUmensoconipUmenio'comQlimemiocomQlimem'

?

tedred Ilidand pleasedlpleased ththat"ilrto'thatilrtoCano1weI" ;, ' Stk-Stk- ' r-rr-
,aticntation madeUp'vfmadeUpvfna t if1ip, 'of AlaskjfAlaska Na-i"Nai"iNs- l" ''
livefive womeAwometti would think'think' of her
'" '"-' ' " '' ' ' " ' ' ' *"''and'-would"glve''h'er'and'andwould"glve''h'erwouldglveher"kitd"kitd yoUld'"glve"ttef"'i'ucltyoUldglvettefiuclt" ucli'ucli ariart

honoritonor"itonor""

r


