Hammond wams of subsistence repeal, backs amendment

By LINDA LORD-JENKINS
Tundra Times Editor

A warning about the prob-
lems which would accompany
the repeal of the state subsis-
tence statute was issued by
Gov. Jay Hammond last week
along with a statement advo-
cating amending the subsis-
tence law to a need instead
of customary use basis.

Hammond's warnings about

the effects of repeal of the
statute were well received by
those favoring continuation of
subsistence requirements as
they are, but his comments
on changing the law were met
on both sides of the issue with
criticism.

In his last “State of the
State” address before leaving
the office of governor, Ham-
mond gave himsell an almost

“straight A™ report card and
spoke at great length on the
thorny issue of subsistence,
an issue which he called “a
time bomb ticking in the
wings since ils passage, and
which has now rolled to center
stage.”

He was speaking of the ef-
forts by several anti-subsistence
sportsmen’s groups — primar-
ily from Anchorage and Fair-

banks — which have been col-
lecting signatures on a peti-
tion to require a statewide vote
on repealing subsistence laws.

That group, Alaskans for
Equal Hunting and Fishing
Rights, has presented the signa-
tures to the state elections
commission for verification,
Some 17,000 signatures are re-
quired to present the initia-
tive fo the Legislature.

Hammond pointed out that
the subsistence law was bomn of
the Alaska Native Claims Set-
tlement Act which was a cru-
cial part of getting permission
to build the Trans-Alaska oil
pipeline.

He said that the two sides
of the issue are “partly right
and partly wrong.” Alaska Na-
tives, Hammond said , view sub-
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sistence rights as “almost a
sacred weit which should not
be changed,” while sportsmen
view it as “unnecessary and
blatantly discriminatory.”

The reason for the sports-
mens’ unhappiness with the
statute, Hammond said, is the
criteria on which the statute is
based — the provision that
persong must show that they
need subsistence usage as part
of their “customary and tradi-

O mond wid that il the

wbsistence law is repealed as
the sportsmens groups wani,
it “could do more injury to
(the sportsmen) than to those
they view as their opponents.”

If the subsistence repeal is
passed, it will “prohibit using
any need factor in determining
subsistence preference as well
as inviting the federal govern-
ment to' manage fish and game
respurces on federal lands™
Hammond pointed out and ad-
ded, “As one who remembers
well that the statehood battle
largely premised on the charge
that we could better manage
our affairs than could the fed-
eral government, | can’t believe
that most Alaskans would sup-
port return to such splintered
managemen! which can only

lead to greater division and
confusion.” :
To avoid that, Hammond
suggesied that the statute be
changed to a need-based priori-
ty system so that those people
who have an economic need
are able 10 use subsistence

_ priority instead of basing it in

what he termed an “unmeasur-
able yardstick™ of customary
and traditional use.

Hammond, a guide prior to
his election to the tovernor’s
chair, said that under the cus-
tomary and traditional require-
ments of the law, he might
“be granted special subsistence
privileges by simple virtue of
area residency while, sy, an
Anchorage Native with but
one-tenth of my income is dis-
qualified.”

Hammond did not present
proposed legislation or the
economic criteria to the Legis-
lature to back up his sugges-
tions, however, and that drew
criticiam from Roger Lang,
outgoing president of the Alas
ka Native Foundation.

Lang said the Hammond
speech was “a typical Ham-
mond speech , .. He doesn"
suggest agything concrete. He
doesn’t suggest an amendment

need criteria was discussed and
ingluded in this law to some
extent. .

“But the income matter
doesnt mean doodely . . .
The resources still have to be
managed. The pressure to man-
age & moose or caribou herd
is still there regardless of in-
come and trying to ignore the
subsistence ase of those herds
is foolish.™

Lang termed the Hammond
speech ‘2 non-stand.”

“It"s hard to tell what he
thinks because he waffles on it.
He says ‘defeat the initiative
but amend the law.' If he's
serious let him write an amend-
ment and talk about that,”
said Lang. 'y

~ State Sen. Frank Ferguson,
president of the Alatka Federa-
tion of Natives which is spear.

not to be quoted by name said
he was “comcerned that the
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