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Chenega residents still plan return

By BILL HESS

Twndrs Times Staff

Almost 18 years after the
great earthquake and tidal
wave of 1964 destroyed their
village and drove them from
their homes, the people of Che
nega still plan their return
Soon, they say, whether help is
forthcoming or not.

“I just think of it as home ™
says Larry Evanoff, chairman
of the Chenega Village Coun-
cil, and president of the village
corporation. “l want to see all
the people together again. |
remember the village as a fun
place, a place where everybody
glways kind of helped each
other out. Nobody kept any-
thing locked. If someone
went hunting, they left their
house open. Then il someone
was in a bad way, they were
welcome to come in.”

“It gave you a feeling of be-
longing. 1t was a far cry differ-
ent from Anchorage, Evanoff’s
curremt home, where every-
body is a stranger, where mon.
etary values are put ahead of
everything else. Where there is
barbed wire, It all gives you a

feeling of being alone.” Evan-
off was 14 when the disaster
struck.

His wife, Gail, did not grow
up in Chenega, but as president
of the Village Council, she is a
vigorous supporter of the move
to' build a New Chenega. Her
childhood village of Candle was
also destroyed by fire, giving
her empathy with the people
whose interests she represents.

There were about 120 resi
denis of Chenega when the
earth shook and then the water
swepl in and washed ewery.
thing away, except for the
schoolhouse which sat on a
hill. Twenty-three of these, in-
cluding * Larry Evanoff's par-
ents, were killed. The survivors
found refuge in Tatitlek, but
most later moved to Cordova.

Through it all the villagers
kepl their semse of community,
Although no one was living
in Chenega when the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act
passed in 1971, the Chenega
survivors were able o form a
village corporation in the Chu.
gach region under a special
“Act of God" clause.

Sixty-nine shareholders are
enrolled in the corporation.
They also have formed a village
council under provisions of the
Indian Reorganization Act

Since that time, the coun-
cil has been busy planning its
community, and seeking help
to do so. Three alternate sites
covering 69,000 acres were se-
lected. Village members plan to
build New Chenega at Crab
Bay, 15 boat miles lrom the
old townsite. Crab Bay pro
vides a natural harbor and an
area relatively clear of the
dense forest which rises trom
the waters of Prince William
Sound, It also should be less
susceptible 1o annihilation in
the event ol a repeat of 1964,
as is evidenced by the still
standing remains of an aban
doned cannery which survived
the tidal wave.

The quest to rebuild has
been met with frusirating de-
lays and red tape. Help was

ght through the Bureau of
mhn Affair's Emergency Re-
lief program, but the Chenega
people learned that aid given

(Continued on Page Seven
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Larry Evanoff, Chenega Village Council chairman and his wife Gail, the council’s president, join Don Kompkoff in looking at pictures
mmunity of New Chenega. The old Chenega was destroyed in the earthquake and tidal
wave of 1964, 1n an old photograph taken in the community school in 1945, Kompkoff is the second student from the left.

Despite time, problems,
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