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SEATTLE WASH As many as
20 ocean going war canoes restored
or newly carved by northwest coast
indians and powered by teams of up
to 15 paddlerssaddlerspadd lers each were greeted by
thousands of well wishers as they
beached at seattlesSeattles golden gardens
park in late july

their arrival culminated a three
yearlongyear long effort by tribal elders and
carvers to stage a canoe relay
celebrating the seaseafaringseatanngseataringtaring culture ot
northwest coast tribes and bringing
back the spirit of the war canoes

members of the quileute tribe
whose reservation borders the pacific
ocean were instrumental in organiz-
ing the event which coincided with the
washington state centennial

canoe teamscameteams came from as far as
450 miles away such as the bella
bella who rowed the entire distance
from the queen charlotte islands of
northern british columbia the team
stopped at villages along the way for
food and rest

the washington coastal tribes in-
cluding

in
the quileute quinault and

makah had to paddle more than 100
miles around the straits of juan de
fuca and into puget sound to the su
quamishqualmish reservation where all the
canoe crews gathered for a feast july
20 before the final seven mile lap of
the paddle to seattle

organizers say they are determin-
ed it wont be another century before
war canoes gather on puget sound
again


