
Editorial CommentComment-Comme-

ntNatives
:.-=-- '

Natives ' KnowledgenowledgeKnowledga}{
.

of
Their LandsLande Is VitalVitalAl-

askanAlaskan Natives at long last seem to have put their feetfeet-

in
feet-

inin the door , so to speak , as far as their knowledgekno ledg of theirtheir-

environments
their-

environmentsenvironments arearcar concerned . They will be given a chance toto-

have
to-

havehave their input in the operation ofat leastleas one United States .,

agency . We will comment further on this hiin the editorial..
. ,

ThroughThr u .thethe. the years in the past , ititbecame.becamebecame., downrightdowdownright-
discouraging

uightuight-
discouragingdiscouragingdiscouragingwhenwhen the powers that be refuse to recognize thethe-
Alaskan

the-
AlaskanAlaskan Natives *' knowledgeJcnowledge of their lands - who know theirtheir-
areas

their-
areasareas intimately through centuries of give and take hiin aa-

country
a-

countrycountry that is ,
.-

and
a-

nd.
and has ' been , severe , dangerous andand-

inhospitable
and-

inhospitableinhospitable .. This land hasbas been a testing area where stoutstout-
hearts

stout-
heartshearts and persevering souls had grappledgrapple4,.,, endlessly fromfrom-
times

from-
timestunestimes immemorial to wrest ways of life best suited to enableenable-
the

enable-
thethe Eskimos , Indians and Aleuts to learn to liveJive in harmonyhannonyhannony-
with

harmony-
withwith their grudging environments . They have done this veryvery-
w

very-
wellwellw U indeed and thereof lays the rich knowledge of what thethe-

land
the-

landland is all aboutabout..

This' is an important fact that should be tapped toto-

further
to-

furtherfurther understandingsnderstandings hiin plans forf l'rlrl'rthefuture',,thethefuture, future !.
, InsightsI Sights cancan-

be
can-

bebe gamedgained for'for'ff' rrirgreat'greatgreat'i' deal betterbettf 'approachespproaches.approaches. .inin,
.in , effortseffort,, toto-

perpetuate
to-

perpetuateperpetuatejrichperpetuate richrichresourcesresources such asas'AIaka'sasAIakasas'Alaska'sasAlaskas
'

Alaska'sAlaskas$ ' unequalledune.<ualled animalanimal-
heritage(

heritageritagehheritagesosorallbnsoallcanssoallcanU '*a( ' benefitbbnebenefitne1t far intoit' theth future'jTKerefuturejTKereffuturere\TJreTJ':.\Thereerearearer landbbndlandnd
'"*.

uses ' that needned to be settledsttled so weweweourselves'andourselvesourselves'andourselvesand' and those in thethe-
future, future canc'ancan

'

be secure in the use of our landsIaOOs . This, we believe ,,
'

can be attaineda- 'ttaiiteda- ttaiited'
to the best possibleppossibleextentsibl 'extentextent',extent bybyconsultationsbyconsultations-

and
,consultationsconsultationsconsultations-

andand inputs by our Native citizenscitizens . Technical knowledgeknowknowledge-
alone

dgedge-
alonealone fromfr m Washington or elsewhere cannotannot begin to solveolvesolve-
everything

olveIolve-
everything

I

everything . ThisTms is a common knowledgekowledge judging from pastpast-

mistakes
past-

mistakesmistakes in approaches to problems emanating from , moremore-

or
more-

or, or lessless,, sub-tropicalsubtropical-- Washington .
-

,

;\

,

LookLook at the ., efforts to solve$o e ' thethethemiserablemiserable housinghohousing-
situation

inging-

situationsituation in Alaska . Designs for dwellings havehave been assignedassigassigned-

firms
eded-

rums '
firmsrums , situatedtuated 'inin' in southern statesstateS'bstateSbstates ' ' by i people whowho'havewhohavehaverhohave no .

_

.

knowledge how severeSevere AlaskanAlask'Alaskan,' 'clinclin' climatete can bebe
'

. TlieyTheyThey-
invariablyinvariablyinv riably producepr04uce dwellings that .wouldwould.wouklwoukl.

,

work wellw'ell in thethe-

southern
the-

southern
'

southern states j;. ,

i*\

!

WhenWhen.theseWhenthese., thesCihousestheselhouseshouses arrive in the Arctic areas and put::: toto-

use
to-

useuse , they have alwayslways, proved , to" be almost uselessselesS . ';,ThisThiSsThiS-
money

isis-

money
s

moneymoney goinggoingststraight'aightaight' downdawndeWnth,
:; theth'e' ' drahidmirid < rairi .: 'FromFrom' From herehreo, pnson11'why;, '-

why
w-hy'-

whyn' whywhy-
notnotn t involveinvolveolve'AolveA"Alas'kanAlaskan'"Alaskans

'

nSnSbs ;\bb\ bothth
.
WhiteWhitet andnd, Nativeatie ,,'intheinthe

'
in'," the designsdesigns-

and'constructioi
eSig ,

and'constructioiandconstructioiand 'constructionsconstructions'

s of ,'
dwellings

,
,

becausebecause
' ,.

Alaskans{

,AlaskanslBskans
, '

know howhow-
to

how-
to

,

to build themthen !:. " 1\
.

:

\

AlongAlong-thisAlongthisJhis- this linetkelipe, althoughalthoughit, it doesdoes notnot'concernnotconcern' concern
'

housinghousin&,;

there isis'aisais"a'aa'" promising ideaideidea'atideaat'-atla-tl'at longng last thatth t'thtth'the 'UnitedUnitedUnited StatesStates-
'Fish

"

Fish'Fish'FiSh'andFiShand' 'and WildlifeWDdlif
'-

Service
S-

ervice
'

Service is beginning to inmovetrovev to utilizetiIize somessomesome-

Native
m'eme'. NativeNative individuals1individdalsiitdivid als' knowledge ofrgameof"gameofgame"game situationssituatio s within the

"'",

,'statestate'state . ,,, WithWitJi
"

, its considerable1'considerableconsiderable1'considerable1',

[
'considerable1expertiseconsideiable-expeitiseFWShisconsideiableexpeitiseFWShis':

.

'
'- expertiseeXpei1ise -

}, FWS ,.
:, hashss'gairied\'gairied'gairiedgairied\>. gained'gained'

,

throughthrough'thethroughthe' theth
'

yearsYe8yearyearofof its operationoperati ri in thetl StateStatState of Alaska , this ' ;'
, i''

'StSt' stepstepstepshouldp shouldsh ld be'abeabe .:.'a definate'plusdefinateplus'definate"plus'definatedefinate'' '" plus ' to .wiselywisely.,wiselyadminister>adrdrhmisteritistr its vastvasevaser-

eSp
!"
'"

reSprespohsibilities'wthinrespohsibilitieswthinresponsibilitiesmsiblitieSlitieS'w.thi'w.thiw.thiwthi'within.} l its agency'sagencysage'ncy's'3ssagencys3ssagency's-assignmentsagency'sagencysassignments' ' '-assignmentsgnnnntsnts :. It couldOuld notnot-

help
not-

help
,

help but give ttjiatiehtitytilatientity.- tientity the nod ofofapprovalapprov l fromfr m theththeNativetheNative-
people

Native
'
,11,

peoplepeopleW."; "'
'

,
We :' ;, hopethat'FWShopethatFWShope\that"FWShopethat"FWSthatFWShopethat,

;
\

,
, ",

' ' FWS ,
'

,willjwillwill perseverepersevere corwardand,
,
'
forward

'
:
, and :

,

"

. . rcontinue. ' continuecontiDecontiD e totoItotapto'tapI'

tap thethe '

goodgoodiknowledge)! knowledgeIoiowl dge off NativeNativ'e folksfolks{ lks'inlksinin theth '

r
' .I'Iay.IIayIIay..I'Iay'of

'

'wayway': ", 'ofof' environmentalenvironnnntafmatte.sntafmatte.sntafmattesmatters. '

. ; Setting ,
;: aa 'goodgood8000' exampleexample'iiexampleiiexample'ii'l' iniiri 'll' "' '

,

, this,:'thisthis'
:ventureyventhrei e cancann, bebbe'abea'a vastVvastt stepp towardtowadt a'( gettingge

,

g thingsthin done
,

e fforforefore-

the
or ;

_thethe.8oodJthe8oodJthe.8oodJof'.. good
.
ofallof , ; aUall AlaskansAlaskansH.R.: . ", 'UUH.R: r.ilrilr.ilH.R.

,
' -H.RH.R-- . .
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