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DHEW
TheTh Department of Health ," .,

Education and Welfare , recentlyrecently-
issued

recently-
issuedissued a policy statement toto-

prev
to-

preventpreventprev nt discrimination againstagainst-

Indians
against-

IndiansIndians and the Alaska Natives inin-

health
in-

healthhealth and medical services .

According to Carl JackJack-JackJack-
Director

," -

DirectorDir ctor , Health Affairs Division ,

AFN , Inc . , the Secretary OfIfIf-
DHEW

of-
DHEW

(
DHEW , Casper W .

'

Weinberger ,

issued a four-pointfourpoint- procedureprocedure4oprocedure4o-
ensure

,toto-

ensureensure that Indians and AlaskaAlaskAlaska-

Natives

,
Natives will not be deprived ofof-

their. , theirtheirrighttoright to equal access to State ,
local and federal health-relatedhealthrelatedhealth-rhealthrhealth-relatedhealthrelatedhealthrelateds-
ervices

- latedlateds-
ervicesservices . The four pointspointsofof thethe-

policy
the-

policypolicy statement are :

1)1)) Indians and Alaska NativesNatives-

will
Natives-

willwill have the same access as otherother-
citizens

other-
citizenscitizens to receipt of medicalmedical-
services

medical-
servicesservices under a State plan

approved under any ofoftbethe publicpublic-
assistance

public-
assistanceassistance Titles of the SocialSocial-
Security

Social-
SecuritySecurity Act ,; including Medicaid .

2)2) The eligibility of an Indian oror-

other
or-

otherother Native American , under thethe-

State's
the-

State'sState'sStates' medical assistanceaSsistanc ' plan oror-

other
or-

otherother public assistance plan , willwill-

not
will-

notnot be affected by the use ofof-

services
of-

servicesservices provided by IndianIndian-
Health

Indian-
HealthHealth Service .

33)3,)) UnderU ndet the approvedaapproveda-
ssistance

pp rovedroved-
assistance

,

,sassistanceassistance plan of the State , thethe-

State
thethe-

StateState agency is responsible forfor-

meeting
for-

meetingmeeting the cost to NativeNative-
Americans

Native-
AmericansAmericans to the' same extent asa-
sprovided

a-
sprovidedprovided other eligibleeligiblei-
ndividuals

eligiblei-
ndividualsindividuals .

4)4) No recipient ofqf
,

federalfederal-
fmancial

federal-
financialfinancialfmancial assistance may refuse toto-

certify
to-

certifyprovidehealth'servicesprovidehealthcertify
'
as eligible or fail to provide

healthhealth'serviceshealthservicesservices totp Indians or other

Native Americans , such as AlaskaAlaska-

Natives
Alaska-

NativesNatives , on grounds that IndianIndian-
Health

Indian-
HealthHealth Services are available .

"TheThe" agreements signed onon-

December
on-

DecemberDecember 17 , 1974 , between thethe-
Office

the-
OfficeOffice for Civil Rights , IndianIndian-

Health
Indian-

HealthHealth Service , and SocialSocial-

Rehabilitation
Social-

RehabilitationRehabilitation Services , shouldshould'no-
w

should-

now
'-

now
n-

ow
'

now beb adhered to by changingchanging-
the

changing-
thethe eligibility criteria under thethe-
General

the-
GeneralGeneral Relief Medical ProgramProgram-
administered

Program-
administeredadministered by the State ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska ,," saidMnsaid Mr . Jack.

"OtherwiseOtherwise" , the State would be ,

as in the pastpastin, in directdirectvviolationolation ofof-
Title

of-
TitleTitle VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964196.419 .4, which prohibits use ofof-
federal

of-
federalfederal funds for programs whichwhich-
discriminate

which-
discriminatediscriminate on the grounds ofof-

race
of-

racerace , color , or nationalnational-
origin

national-
originorigin .. . "


