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By JEFF RICHARDSONRICHARDSON-
The

RICHARDSONRICHARDSON-
TheThe thornyth rny question 'ofof"of'""'ff' whichwhich-

Native
which-

NativeNative organization willwillmanagemanage
federalmanagefederalIndian programsprograms inin-

Interior
in-

InteriorInterior Alaska was discussed at aa-

hearing
a-

hearinginhearinginhearing in Fairbanks March 19 .

The hearing was held to explainexplain-
toto interested parties the IndianIndia-
nSelfDetermination

India-
nSelfDeterminationSelf-DeterminationSelfDetermination- andand-
Education

and-
EducationEducation Assistance Act , signedsigned-
by

signed-
byby President Ford in January . TheThe-

meeting
The-

meetingmeeting , one ofofmanymany heldheld-

throughout
held-

throughoutthroughout the nation , was alsoalso-
held

also-
heldheld to gather comments on howhow-
the

how-
thethe act should be implemented byby-

federal
by-

federalfederal regulations ..

The meeting was attended byby-

representatives
by-

representativesrepresentatives from the TananaTanana-
Chiefs

Tanana-
ChiefsChiefs ConferenceConfer n e , Association ofof-

Interior
of-

InteriorInterior Eskimos , FairbanksFairbanks-
Native

Fairbanks-
NativeNative Association , City ofof-

BarroDINYEAStevens
of-

BarroDINYEABarroDINYEA-StevensBarroDINYEAStevensBarroDINYEA -Stevens Corp . ,
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs .

The act gives Native groups thethe-

right
the-

rightright to plan and operateoperate-
programs

operate-
programsprograms for themselves underunder-
contact

under-
contactcontact withwit4 the government . ItIt-

also
It-

alsoalso makes thistl s more practicalpractica-
lthrough

practica-
lthroughthrough waivers of federalfederal-
contracting

federal-
contractingcontracting regulations,, planningplanning-

Continued

planning-
Continued

planning-
Continued( Continued on PagoPage 6)6)



thetheTanana
-.

DELEGATES LISTEN - Stockholders of the Tanana ChiefsChiefs-
Conference

Chiefs-
ConferenceConference gathered enmass last week and listened intently as guestguest-
speakers

guest-
speakersspeakers delivered their oratory .
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grantsgr ants , and special personnelpersonnel-
provisions

personnel-
provisionsprovisions .,

At the outset , spokesman forfor-

the
for-

thethe Tanana Chiefs and InteriorInterior-
&ldmos

Interior-
EskimosEskimos&ldmosldmos& were critical of the wayway-
the

way-
thethe act defines "tribetribe" " and "tribaltribal"tribal-
organization

"tribal-
organization

"
organization " . They said thethe-

language
the-

languagelanguage was vague and confusing .

Both groups have expressed anan-

interest
an-

interestinterest in managing NativeNative-
programs

Native-
programsprograms now administered byby-

the
by-

thethe BIA and the IndianInman HealthHealth-

Service
Health-

ServiceService . The Association ofof-

Interior
of-

InteriorInterior Eskimos has voiced thethe-

fear
the-

fearfear that they will not receive-receivereceive-

equal
receive-

equal
receive-

equal
---

equal treatment if only thethe-

Tanana
the-

TananaTanana Chiefs Conference isis-

allowed
is-

allowedallowed to manage the serviceservices?:; .

ClaudeOaude Demientieff, directordirector-
of

director-
ofof the Tanana Chiefs HealthHealth-

Authority
Health-

AuthorityAuthority ,. said his group isis-

mandated
is-

mandatedmandated by its charter toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide equal treatment to peoplepeople-

ininitsin its area . He addedthatadded that he wouldwould-
discipline

would-
disciplinediscipline or release anyone in hishis-

employ
his-

employemploy found discriminatingdiscriminating-
a'flinst

discriminating-
againstagainsta'flinstaflinst!' eligible clients . -

Although it has been suggestedsuggested-

that
suggested-

thatthat more than one contract be letlet-

to
let-

toto service different groups ' ofofof-

people
f '

people , Ralph Reeser ,. legislativelegislativ-
especialist

legislativ-
especialistspecialist for the BIA inin-

Was1
in-

WashingtonWas1Washingtonngton , said dual contractingcontracting-
would

contracting-
wouldwould be more costly and thattha-
tfunding

tha-
tfundingfunding for the Indian

Self-DeterminationSelfDetermination- Act is anan-

unknown
an-

unknownunknown factor at this time .,

Reeser added that thethe-
regulations

the-
regulationsregulations written to implementimplement-
thethe act could establish a grievancegrievance-

ptocess
grievance-

processprocessptocess for people who feel they areare-

being
are-

beingbeing discriminated againstag inst..,

As the act is written.thereiswrittenthereiswrittentherewri Hen ," ., the re is nono-

provision
no-

provisionprovision for choosing betweenbetween-
two

between-
twotwo groups who claim overlappingoverlapping-
respons

overlapping-
responsibilitiesresponsibilitiesrespons biIities . Presumably thethe-

regulations
the-

regulationsregulations could provide such aa-

mechaJ
a-

mechanismmechanismmechaJ sm .

A schedule prepared by the BIABIA-

suggests
BIA-

suggestssuggests the process of writingwriting-

regulations
writing-

regulationsregulationscompleteduntilwill not be completedcompleted-
untiluntil next fall . Reeser ruled outout-

the
out-

thethe possibility of awarding thethe-

contracts
the-

contractscontracts under thisthisparticularparticular billbill-

un
bill-

untiluntilunt1 thattha t timetune .

However , it is possible that BIABIA-

could
BIA-

couldcould award the contracts underunder-

old
under-

oldold legislationhgislation: ,, particularly thethe-

Buy
the-

BuyBuy Indian Act of 1910 . ReeserReese-
rsaid

Reese-
rsaidsaid although Congress hashas-

suggested
has-

suggestedsuggested that BIA has used it tootoo-

freely
too-

freelyfreely , it may still be implementedimplemented-
inin some cases .

The Area Director of the BIA inin-

Juneau
in-

JuneauJuneau , 'ClayClay'OayOay' Antioquia , waswa-
sreportedly

wa-
sreportedlyreportedly going to decidedecide-

whether
decide-

whetherwhether to accept along-standingalongstandingalongstanding-
Tanana

alongstanding-
Tanana

-

Tanana Chiefs proposal forfor-

contracting
for-

contractingcontracting BIA services underunder-

existing
under-

existingexisting authority . To date , nono-

decision
no-

decisiondecision has beenbeetl made .

Reeser said the IndianIndian-
SelfDetermination

Indian-
SelfDeterminationSelf-DeterminationSelfDetermination-- Act is notno-
tintended

no-
tintendedintended to replace oldold-

legislation
old-

legislationlegislation ,. but supplement itit..

Under the act , the historic trusttrust-
r

trust-

responsibilityresponsibilitysponsibilityr of the federalfederal-

government
federal-

governmentgovernment to Native peoplepeople-

would
people-

wouldwould be maintained .
The meeting was held at thethe-

Chena
the-

ChenaChena View Hotel..


