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Governor EvesEyes Taxes
Governor Jay Hammond todaytoday-

introduced
today-

introducedintroduced a package of exciseexcis-
etaxes

excis-
etaxestaxes designeddesi ed to increaseincrease-
revenues

increase-
revenuesrevenues from these sources andand-
bring

and-
bringbring the rates in line ' with thosethose-
charged

those-
chargedcharged by other states . The threethree-
bills

three-
billsbills consist of increases in motormotor-
fuel

motor-
fuelfuel , cigarette , and alcohol taxes .

The Governor stated , "TheseThese"These-
tax

"These-
tax

"
tax rates have not been raisedJaised'inJaisedinraised'inraisedinJaised'in-
several

raised'in-
several

'inin'

several years.. Meanwhile , thethe-
costs

the-
costscosts of state programs related toto-

these
to-

thesethese tax sources have increasedincreased-
tremendously

increased-
tremendouslytremendously . At the center ofof-

my
of-

mymy philosophy of goodgood-
government

good-
governmentgovernment is the idea thatthat-
ongoirlg'programs

that-
ongoingon-goingongoingon-goirlg'programsongoirlg'programsgoirlgprograms- 'programs should pay forfor-
themselves

for-
themselvesthemselves .payfopayfor' "TheThe""The 'gasolinegasoline' tax helps"? to pay
forfo highway maintenance, thethe-
cigarettecigarettegarette tax helps , to pay forfor-
lChools

for-
schoolsschoolslChools , and the alcohol taxtaxhelpstaxhelps-
to

taxhelps-
to'pay

helps
toto'paytopay' pay for

, .

the social
)
costs

.11. "
related

to problem drinkers . While eveneven-
with

even-
withwith such increases these costscosts-
will

coscos-
willwfllwillTheywillby no means be met . TheyTheThe-
willwill help . Certain technicaltechnictechnical-
changes

technic-
changeschanges in the cigarette tax actact-
will

act-
willwill insurelthatinsureQ1atinsurethatinsure -thatthat(- ( schools benefitbenefit-
directly

benefit-
directlydirectly fronxthjsfrom.tfromtf.!s tax ."

The bills introduced by thethe-
Governor

the-
GovernorGovernor will raise the statestate-
gasoline

state-
gasolinegasoline tax by two cents perpepe-

gallon
r

gallonpergallon, the cigarette tax by fourfour-
cents

four-
centscents per pack,;, and the liquor taxtax-
by

tax-
byby 50

'-

cents
c-ents'-

cents
c-ents'-

cents
c-ents' per gallon on hardhard-

liquor
hard-

liquorliquor , 40 cents per gallon onon-

wine
on-

winewine , and 25 cents per gallon onon-

beer
on-

beerbeer.
In addition , the cigarette tax billbill-

establishes
bill-

establishesestablishes a tax on the wholesalewIlolesalewIlolesale-
tvalue

wholesale-
valuelvaluetvaluevalue ofofltobacCditobaccoztobaccn " products otherother-
than

other-
thanthan cigarettes , The additionaladditional-
revenue

additional-
revenuerevenue to be generated fromfrom-
these

,

these increases will arrjountan\oontanoontamount\ toto-

over
to-

overover tente million dollars per year .


