
GuestOwst EE-

Controversy
Editorial

EditorialControversyControversyControversyThi-
sThis editorialedltorzaledltorzalwaseditorialwaswas wnltenwrzttenwritten by Margaret Seeganna ofof-

Nome
of-

NomeNome inm response to a proposal by the Fish and CameGameGame-
Department

Game-
DepartmentDepartment to close Nome RiverRivers(!M//ss to 1ftlY1.41141.. miles fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe mouth ) to fishingfishmgfishing-

AA* * * * * * * * * * * ** * ** * * * *

Why is it that the Natives aarearearealwaysalways gettinggettmg the snap-

ping
snap-

pmg
snapsnap-¬-

pingpmg end of the whipwhip9?" Natives have livedhved and would likelike-

to
like-

toto keep on livinghvmg inm accordance with Nature . Their liveslives-

were
lives-

werewere entwinedentwmed inm their environmentsenvuonments . Environments whichwhich-

thev
which-

theythevthey never went out to destroy inm the name of progress .

With the coming of each season the NativNativess anticipateanticipate-
and

anticipate-
andand prepare for the activities of that season . The NativesNatives-

participate
Natives-

participateparticipate and share inm the activities of that season . ThereThere-

are

There-

areare different kindskmds of activities inm different villages . NaNa-

ture
Na-NaNa-

ture
-¬-

ture has no limitshmlts Mother Nature puts no limitshmits on howhow-

much
how-

muchmuch the Natives should take Nature gives or reservesreserves-

what
reserves-

whatwhat she produces . Natives have lived with this for cen-

Be

cen-

tunes
cen-

tunes
cen-cen-

tunes
tunesBe

Be it birdsbll'dsbllds' , seals , walrus or whales When there waswas-

plenty
was-

plentyplenty the busier the Natives were , stackingstackmg againstagamst thethe-

time
the-

timetime that Nature was not so fruitful.. Natives learned fromfrom-
expenence

from-

experienceexperienceexpenence how Nature takes care of its wildlifewildhfe . TheyThey-
never

They-
nevernever complainedcomplamed that the wwildlifedhfe was goinggomg extinct .

Because our Elders saids31d that when wildlifewiJdl1fe was scarce thatthat-
Nature

that-
NatureNature was buildingbUlldmg up on its wwildlifedhfe stocks and thatthat-
hunting

that-
huntmghuntinghuntmg or fishing would improve Natives have great resres-

pect
res-res¬.-

pectpecl for Nature and love the lands and environments . NaNa-

tives

Na-

tives

Na-Na¬-

tives were the first conservationists . Mind you ! There werewere-

no
were-

nono writtenwntten laws or statements . But everyone was involvedinvolved-

Inin accepting these unwrittenunwntten rules and guidelines .

Why do Natives get the blame for dwindlingdwmdlmg game , andand-

w

and-

wildlifewwildlifedhfe or fish and get pressured into decreasing the a-

mount
a-

mount
a-

mount
a-a-

mount of theirthell' share of subsistancesubsistence .. We hear about NativeNative-

subsistance
Native-

subslStancesubsistancesubslStance being the first prioritypnority with the Game andand-

Wildlife

and-

WlldhfeWildlifeWlldhfe Department . How can Natives be convinced ? TheThe-

odds
The-

oddsodds are always up against them . The older Natives havinghaving-

lIttle
having-

littlelittle or no understandingunderstandmg of the white language or how thethe-

laws
the-

lawslaws pertaining to theirthell' hunting or fishing are structuredstructured-
soso that they have littleIlIIle or no voice in their own guidance .

So they are guided or trying to be guided by people whowho-

know
who-

knowknow little or nothing at all of the Native culturescultUIes , withwith-

guidelines
with-

guidelinesguidelines that do not apply within their env- ironmentenvironment oror-

their
or-

theirtheir cultures .

There are many instances where the Natives have beenbeen-
restricted

been-
restrictedrestricted to hunt or fish during the normal run of thethe-
wildlife

the-
wildlifewildlife or fish . Natives are restricted to hunt or ., fish toto-

give
to-

givegive way for commercial fishing or crabbing and fofor sports-

men
sportssports-sports-

men
-¬-

men . Why not stop commercial fishing from where thethe-

Natives
the-

NativesNatives are subsistance fishing? There are other, places thatthat-
are

that-
areare not being fished by the Natives.. The easiest solutionssolutions-

are
solutions-

areare to pickpkk: on Natives who were the firstfust hunters and fish-

ers
fishfish-¬.-

ers in AlaskaAlaska-
Margaret

..
--MargaretMargaretMarpret SeegannaSeepnna


