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Dear

, 1980

Dear Editor :

I hivehave beardheard that you helphelp-

a
help-

tha lot of Natives withth diffediffe-

problems
differentdifferent-

problems
different-

problemsproblems , I surelure hopebope that youyou-

can
you-

cancan help me .
My name b11is Ralph Dulak ,

I wasWII bomborn in McGrath , Alaska ,
and I am an AthabascanAthabucanAthabasean IndiIndian .
I was orphaned at the age of 1919-

monthl
19-

monthslonthsmonthlmonths , and raised up In Child-

n's
Child-

ren's
Oilld-

reo'l
Child-ChildOilld-Oilld-

reo'lreolren'srensn'sns' HomesHome. In Palmer , Alaska .

I livedUved in Alaska for 18 years ,

then likeUke slotIlotdot of youngyoune kidkids. ,

I wantedwlllted to travel . Anyway soso-

after
so-

after
so-

afterafter a period of yeanyears I nownow-

live
now-

live
now-

livelive in LouslvilloLouslvllleLousiville , Kentucky . II-
am

I-

amam 36 yeanyears old nrnonow. andJ 'have aa-

wife
a-

wifewife'- andd 5S childchild-

y
chDdrenchildren . So nownow-

here
now-

herehere Is myy problem , I was notnot-

aware
not-

awareaware of' the Alaska NativeNative-
Calm

Native-
ClaimsCalmClaims. Settlement Act unWuntil onlyonly-

aa fefew. monthsmonthl agoaeo . So I wrotewrote-

the
wrote-

thethe" i Bureau of Indian AffainAffairsAffairs-

for
Affairs-

forfor moreore InInfoInformationformation on how II-

wall

I-

waswaswall IUpposedsupposed to eogo about re-

ceiving
re-

celvlne
re-re-

celvlneceivingtving my share of the imoney, ..
Well they wrote me back ltatlne-
that

statingltatlnestating-

thatthat I was way too 'late to even

apply becausebecaU&ebecaUe& they hadbad ra. dead-

line
dead-

nne
deaddead-¬-

linenne back In 1976 , so10 I1 waswu outout-

of
out-

ofof luck . What I would like toto-

know
to-

knowknow Is hohow. can they put aa-

deadline
a-

deadlinedeadline on somethingIOmethlnl that I-

Io.ed
IsIIis-

owedowedo.edoed. to me? IfU they Indeed hadhad-

enoueh

had-

enoughenoughenoueh money back In 19761976-

that
1976-

thatthat was supposedIUPposed to been paidpaid-

to
paid-

toto me then , whenwhere now isII mymy-

mare
my-

sharesharemare ? WhenWhere did my sharemare fo10go?
HoHow. can they deny me IOme-
thine

someIOme-IOme-¬.
thingthine that IsII rightfullyrlehtfully due meme-

by
me-

byby my birth ? BUIf I *oundmundsound bitter ,
it IsII becausebecaU&ebecaUe& I am . EveryoneEveryone-

II

Everyone-

isIIis aware i of bow IndiansIndiana anareare-

alwayl
are-

alwaysalwaysalwayl ,gettingetting the short end ofof-

the
of-

thethe sticklUck , but when your ownown-

people
own-

peoplepeople wontwon't' helpbelp you I thinkthink-

It
think-

itIt IsII time to geteet mad.. My familyfamily-

and
family-

andand I are wanting to move backback-

to
back-

toto Alaska and-ttreandttreand-tifttiftand-livelive-- forever butbut-

we.we.ee Just dontdon't' have enoueh-
money

enoughenouehenough-

moneymoney to make the move . III-
was

I-

waswas counting on thisthll money as-

our
uasu-

ourour way back home , but IIlIUeaIlIUea-
that

guessguess-

thatthat Is18 Impossible now . FiePlease IfIf-

you
If-

youyou know of anyallY way to fiehtfightfieht-

this
fight-

thisthis , please let me know ,. I was-

thinking
wuwaswut-

hinkingthinking of gettingeettlne an attoattomeyattorney ,

but you know how exexpensiveexpensive-

they
expensive-

they
{

they are .

Also , there isII one more pro-

"iv
pro-

blem
pro-pro-.

blem ,
"I only" "haMhave""iviv one realreal-

brother
real-

brotherbrother , his name isII Arvid Du-

i

Du-

lak
Du-Du-.

Iaklak . The last time I saw blmhim .waswas-

when
.

when behe rani off to join thethe-

Navy
the-

NavyNavy in AnchoAnchorageAnchorligee . 'That'That wwas.
21 years ago . I asked the Bureau

of Indian AffainAttaInAffairs If they had anan-

address
an-

addressaddress on him and If they couldcould-

posaIbly
could-

possiblypossiblyposaIbly let me have it . TheyThey-

wrote
They-

wrotewrote me back of courseCOUDe .saying.ylneylnesaying-

that
.yln-

ethatthat theytheywewere. unable" to livegive meme-

his
me-

hllhlihllhis address because of theirtheir-

PrIvacy
their-

PrivacyPrivacy Act . ItItIn't\Isn'tIsnt\In'tIn'tInt' IlkUkelike* I waswuwas-

asking
wu-

aldncaskingaldnc fortor a complete Itnneers-
addresa

stnngenItnneersstrangersstrangers-

addressaddressaddresa , just my brother who II-

have
I-

havehave been trying to locate forfottot 2020-

yean
20-

yearsyeanyears . So If you can (givelive me anyany-

help
any-

helphelp or adviceadYlce on011 both or eveneven-

one
even-

oneone of my problems ,. I "would"ouldould bebe-

forever
be-

foreverforever gratefulpateful . ThanksTbanb for lisItsIii-IiiIii-
tenlne

-¬.
teningtenlnetiming .

Sincerely ,
RalphRalpb DulakDuIaIt

618 DouglasDoUIIII ParkPark-

Louilville
Park-

Louisville
Park-

LouisvilleLouisvilleLouilville , Kentucky 40214
((502)502) 368-60443686044368-6060-<-

I Letters to the Editor areare-

welcome
are-

welcome
|

welcomele - you ii-

them
may ..ndndsendsend-

them
.nd-

themthem to The Editor , TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes , 639 ""II"II1"" Street , Anc-

horaee
Anc-

horage
AncAnc-¬-

horagehoraee , AlaskaAluka 99501 . WeWe-

request
We-

requestrequest that you keep lettell-
at

letterslettellletters-

atat 250 .words.ordaorda or lessleu , out ofof-

consideration
of-

eonslderatloneonslderatlonconsideration" " i to other writ-

.wspaper
writ-

ers
writ-writ-.

. eners . The. .wspaperwspapernewspaper.. . _reservesreserves-

the
rvesrves-

thethe tightrlehtright to edit or01' omitomit-

letters
omit-

lettersletters for questions of libellibel-

or
libel-

oror lIanderslander or other !eeallegaleeal-
liability

lega-

lliabilityliability .


