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Juneau - A legislative com.
promise has beeneen reached openopen-
Ing

.

ing the door to operation ofof-
the

of-
thethe Mount Edgecumbe schooschoolschool-
In

)

in September 1985 .,

SensSensJohnSen . John Sackett ., R.RubyRRubyR .Ruby .,
said he softensoftenedd his oppositionopposition-
toto operation of the schoolschool-
after

school-
afterafter a decision was reached toto-
delay

to-
delaydelay the opening one year andand-

to
and-

toto study how Edgecumbe cancan-

be
can-

bebe integrated into Alaska'sAlaskas' ruralrural-

education
rural-

educationeducation system .

Sackett had opposed statestate-
takeover

state-
takeovertakeover and operation of Mt..

Edgecumbe , saying his consti-consticonsti-
tuents

consti-
tuents

--
tuents fear the school robsrobs-
rural

robs-
ruralrural school districts of stustu-stustu-
dents

-.
dents and funding , which isis-

based
is-

basedbased in part on enrollment .

The federal Bureau of Inln-lnln-
dian

.-

dian Affairs operated MountMount-
Edgecumbe

Mount-
EdgecumbeEdgecumbe for 3S35 years ., butbut-
closed

but-
closedclosed the boarding school lastlast-

year

last-

yearyear because of expansion ofof-
state

of-
statestate high schools Into ruralrural-

Alaska

rural-

AlaskaAlaska and federal budget cuts .

Officials with the state De .'
partment of Education havehave-

worked

have-

workedworked to rereachch a comprcompromisemIsemIse-

'to'toto' to keep the school open , saIdsaId-

Lauae

said-

LarraeLauaeLarrae Rocheleau , Mount EdgeEdge-Edge-

cumbe

.-

cumbe project director .

"It'sIts" ' too valuable of a facilifacili-facilifacili-

ty

-.
ty to give up ," Rocheleau said .

The University of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
Institute

Alaska's-
Institute

'

Institute of Social and Econom .

icis Research will examine ruralrural-
education

rural-
educationeducation needs , incTudincludingng howhow-

Mt

how-

MtMt Edgecumbe can fit in .

Sackett said the study allaysallays-

Continued

allays-

Continued(Continued on Page Twelve)



I

,

Mt. Edgecumbe
(Continued from Page One)

much of his concern that thethe-

Sitka

the-

SitkaSitka school operates to the det-
riment

det-detdet-
riment

-

riment ofofruralrural post-secondarypostsecondarypostsecondarypostsecondary-
t

postsecondary-
schools

postsecondary-
schools

-

t schools .

I The ISER study will consi-consiconsi-
I

consi-
der

--
I der what kind of curriculum andand-
I

and-
programsI

' programs should be offered atat-

S

"

S.rr..- rMt. Mt.. Edgecumbe , Sackett said .

I Rural students need voca-vocavoca-

tional
voca-

tional
--

tional training , he said , andand-
Mt

and-
MtMt.. Edgecumbe possibly couldcould-
include

could-
includeinclude facilities to provide suchsuch-
training

such-
trainingtraining .

Proponents of Mount EdgeEdge-Edge-

cumbe

.-

cumbe say the school offers aa-

diverse

a-

diversediverse range of programs thatthat-
can't, can'tcant' be equalled in smaller ,

rural schools .

CC'JC'i-'J'JJ
-

'ii' Opponents say it draws thethe-
best

the-
bestbest village students away fromfrom-
home

from-
homehome .

Harold Raynolds , commiscommis-commis-
sioner

.-

sioner of the Department of Ed-EdEd-
ucation

-.

,
ucation , was scheduled

.
to leave

Juneau on Friday tor Washing-WashingWashing-

ton
Washing-

ton
-

ton , D.CDC. . , to deliver a letterletter-
signed

letter-
signedsigned by Sackett and ReERep . AI-
Adams

AIAI-

AdamsAdams , D-KotzebueDKotzebueD - Kotzebue , to BIA of-ofof-
ficials

of-
facials

-

ficialsfacials and Alaska'sAlaskas' congressionalcongressional-
delegates

congressional-
delegatesdelegates .

The letter indicates the state'sstatesstate's-
willingness

state's-
willingness

'

willingness to operate MtMt.. Edge-
e

Edge-EdgeEdge-
cumbe

-

cumbe beginning in 1985 , in-inin-
stead

in-.

stead of 1984 , as was intendedintended-
w

intended-
whenwwhenen the state initially considconsid-consid-
ered

-.
ered assuming control of thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool..

The state has received $2222$22-
million

$22-
million

$

million from the federal gov-govgov-
ernment

gov-
ernment

--
ernment to make fire , safetysafety-
and

safety-
andand utility improvements at thethe-
school

the-
schoolschool.
schoolRocheleau

Rocheleau said the moneymoney-
was

money-
waswas given to the state on condi-condicondi-
tion

-

tion that it operate the schoolschool-
beginning

school-
beginningbeginning this year . State of-ofof-
ficials

of-
ficials

-

ficials hope the BIA wonwon'twont' ob .

ject to the one-yearoneyear- delay , hehe-
said

he-
saidsaid .


