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Final good-byesgoodbyes- for Laura Crockett
By Linda Lonl-JenkinsLonlJenkinsLord-JenkinsLordLonlJenkins-
Tundra

LordJenkins-
Tundra

-

Tundra TimesTimes-

More
Times-

MoreMore than 100 friends andand-
PP relativerelatives of Laura Beltz CrockettCrockett-

gathered
Crockett-

gatheredgathered Saturday to bid theirtheir-
friend

their-
friendfriend , mother , and cousin aa-

oIorrowful

a-

sorrowfuloIorrowfulsorrowful! farewell , ,

Laura Crockett was euloeulo-euloeulo-
gized

-.
gized min the memonalmemorial scrvlceservice byby-

longtime
by-

longtimelong-timelongtime- friendfriends as a "frtendfrtend" , aa-

healer
a-

healerhealer and a mother From aa-
publk

a-
publicpublkpublic "tandpointtandpointstandpoint" she,he wawas mostmost-
influentIal

most-
influentialinfluentIal and her greatest Intoto-

lluence
In-

fluenlefluenlelluence: wawas In providing an excxex-

ample
cx-

ampleample andandsettingsetting') ett ng a tandardstandard forfor-
NatIve

for-
NativeNatIve people all over the statestate-
and

,tatetate-
andand 1i.111i11tor. Native women ,

""' saidsaid-

Alaska
said-

AlaskaAlaska ScnatorSenator JohnJahn SalkettSackettSalkett-
from

Sackett-
from

.:
from Ruby ,.

ISalkettIHelie said,aid he knew Laura mcesincesince-
the

,mce-
hethe, he wawas a young mother withwith-

fou
with-

fuuffoufuufr duldrrnLhildren and admired helherhel-

abIlity
her-

abilityabIlity to live and enJoy lifelife-

whethcr
life-

whetherwhethcrwhether she,he wawas in a vIllagevIllage-
hVlng

village-

livinghVlngliving traditIOnallytraditIOnallyofof Into a citycity-
hVlng

city-
livinghVlngliving In a wc\tC'rnwctC'rntCrnwesternwctC'rntyle\ ' \tyletylestyle\ ,.

"SheShe" made the ttransitiontransition-
easily

rans tlOntlO-
neallyea\llyeallyeasily\ wttlw.JtwttlwJtwtthoit". embarassmgembarassing hcrher .'

sellelt of")11) other ,.

"SheShe" had the ablhryability to makemake-
you

make-
youyou feelfeelspecial"pedalpedalspecial" That ., combinedcombined-
with

combined-
withwith helhei true sense of humOthumor ,

,( put people at ease and mademade-
Y

made-
youYyouIJU teelfeel like you were the onlyonly-
per"ion

only-
personper"ionperionperson" she,he wawas talking to "

Sa\kettSakettSackett\.: said,aid that he watchedwatched-
hCI

watched-
heihCIhei ralraisee her children and aas aa-

tetlmcnt
a-

testimentte\tlmcnttetlmcnttestiment\ to her work , we havehave-
tOUt

have-
towtOUttow young people who areare-

wonderful\ wonderful alas! adults through the
1' love she,he gave her familyfaintly " "

Helie ondudedconcluded by saying "WeWe"We-

have
"We-

have

"

have been touched by a wonderwonder-wonder-
ful

.-

ful person and in the processproces-

sI

process-
we

process-
wewe gained . "I

Tom Richards Sr ., , who isis-

Laura's
is-

Laura'sLaura'sLauras' uncle , said that "toto"to-
know

"to-
know

"

know Laura was to love hertierhernher-
He

,
n"

He said thatthatUevenUeven"eveneven" as a child ,

Laura had a profound effect onon-
the

on-
thethe people around her.. SheShe-
expressed

She-
expressedexpressed herself honestly andand-
directly

and-
directlydirectly .

"AtAt." At eight or nine years old ,

she told me her dad could do aa-

better
a-

betterbetter job of flying an airplaneairplane-
than

airplane-
thanthan I could . ( Richards tectecentlytecently-
retired

nt1ynt1y-

retiredretired as one of the longestlongest-
flying

longest-
flyingflying jet airplane captains thatthat-
We

that-
WeinWeWeinn AuAir Alaska has had ) . SheShe-
aid

She-
saidsaid,aid that was because her daddydaddy-
couldcould.;ould fix airplanes ,. He told herher-
when

her-
whenwhen Tommy has a crash , hehe-
walks

he-
walkswalks away and comes backback-
home

back-
homehome but when Bert ( Beltz )

wrecked a plane helie told herher-
"I""II"'1 fix them up and fly themthem-
back

them-
backback ."

"IfIf" shehe said somethmgsomething sheshe-
believed

she-
believedbelieved it ,

H"Hsaidsaid RichardsRichards-
"Laura

Richards-
"Laura"LauraLaura" waWas transparent inin thatthat-
respect

\

respect She had no pauencepatiencepauence-
with

patience-
withwith shallow people .

"

lie pointed out a few thingsthings-
that

thin
that helie did not like aboutabout-
Laura

about-
auraLaura!aura , such as the enjoymentenjoyment-

sheshe received by Jumpinglumping out ofof-
airplanes

of-
airplanesairplanes . "MostMost" people thoughtthought-
climbing

thought-
climbingclimbing into an airplane to fly-
somewhere

fly
omewheresomewhere was dangerous enen-enen-

ough
.-

ough but she wanted to jumpjump-
out

jump-
outout of them and float to thethe-
ground

the-
groundground at the end of a para-parapara-
chute

para-
chute

--
chute . But then she wasn'twasnt' mostmost-
people

most-
peoplepeople . She definitely wasn'twasntwasn't-
most

wasn't-
most

'

most people :. "

He spoke of her lifelonglifelong-
dedication

lifelong-
dedicationdedication to handicapped peopeo-peopeo-
pie

-.
pie which stemmed in ppartrt fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe fataJfatal accident tbatthat killed

"CharlieCharlie" Johnson who dieddied-
because

died-
becausebecause he couldn'tcouldnt' hear aa-

driver
a-

driverdriver honking when helie waswas-

walking
was-

walkingwalking in the road . "

She teamedlearned sign language toto-
speak

to-
speakspeak to deaf people , and mademade-
advancement

made-
advancementadvancement of handicappedhandicapped-
people

handicapped-
peoplepeople one of her life'slifes' pri-pripri-
orities

pri-
orities

--
orities .

uNow"NowNow" it sis up to us to survivesurvive-
am

survive-

antamant carryoncarry on her work .

Geroge Sullivan , long.timelongtimelong-timelongtimelong.time-
mayor

longtime-
mayor

.-

mayor of Anchorage , told ofof-
how

of-
howhow he organized two majormajor-
Alaska

major-
AlaskaAlaska trade shows in SouthernSouthern-
California

Southern-
CaliforniaCalifornia and Laura appeared inin-

both
in-

bothboth of them , charming thethe-
record.breaking

the-
recordbreakingrecord.breakingrecordbreakingrecord-breakingrecordbreaking.- crowds thatthat-
flocked

that-
flockedflocked to see Alaskan peoplepeople-
and

people-
andand wares-andwaresand-- her .

"GodGod" took Laura[aura at an earlyearly-
age

early-
ageage and left behind dli1drenchildrendli1dren-
who

children-
whowho must have great satissatis-satissatis-
faction

-.
faction that this great lady leftleft-
behind

left-
behindbehind thousands of friends ,.

"

After the service , many ofof-
those

of-
thosethose people attending the meme-me-
mortal

.-

morlalmortal gatheredgatheredwithwith Laura'sLaurasLaura's-
family

Laura's-
family

'

family in a small eceptionieceptlon( .

TIleThe memorial service waswas-
attended

was-
attendedattended by fonnerformer governors ,

the heads of many Native profitprofit-
and

profit-
andand non.profitnonprofitnon-profitnonprofit.- corporations , andand-
many

and-
manymany , many friends .

A Native American Prayer byby-
an

by-
anan anonymous author which waswas-
said

was-
saidsaid to be Laura'sLauras' favoritefavorite-
poem

favorite-
poempoem , helped sum up her-
philosophy

herher-
philosophyphilosophy of life and death .

It was included on the programprogram-
for

program-
forfor her funeralfuneral-

DoDo not stand at my gravegrave-
and

grave-
andand weep .,

JJamam not there . 1I do not sleep .

J1 am a thousand winds thatthat-
blow

that-
blowblow.

JI am the diamond glints onon-
snow

on-
snowsnow .

J1 am the sunlit"tsunlittsunlight" on ripenedripened-
grain

ripened-
graingrain .

I am the gemlegentle autumsrautums'sautumss:' rain .

When you awaken in the mor-mormor-
ningr

mor-
ning's

--
ningrning'snings:' hush ,

IIamam the swift uplifting rushrush-
of

rush-
ofof quiet birds infn circledcircledlight/flight/lightlight .,

J1 am the soft stars that shine atat-
night

at-
nightnight .

Do not stand at my grave andand-
cry

and-
crycry ;

I am not there . I did not die .


