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Subsistence bird hunting beginswith-
spEing

with-
spring

with
springspEing despite enforcement reportsreportsII

BY JEFFREY RR.. RICHARDSONRICHARDSON-
Anch

RICHARDSON-

AnchorageAnchAnchdrageAnchoragerage Bureauaureauaureatt ChiefChief-

Every

Chief-

EveryEvery year it happens.. Every year .

The snow rots ,. The cold ice-gripicegrip--- of winter loosens .

And the birds come back , thousands of them .

Ducks , cranes , geese and swans . Tens , hundreds ofof-
thousands

of-
thousandsthousands of them .

AndAna its a damn good thing , too .

For in the villagesviUages across Alaska , the Spam , the-

canned
the-

canned
the

canned tomatoes , the peanut butterbuttebuttef{ are frequently gonegone-
from

gone-
fromfrom the. shelves of the village store . Even in the oldold-

days
old-

daysdays .'though'though , spring was a lean time . A time when thethe-
families

the-
familiesfamilies ranran out of seal and dried fish .

'
, And then the birds come , and the people can eateat-

again
eat-

againagain .

Like many other tradtraditionstions , the hunting of migra *.
torytpry birds by Indians and Eskimos has been disrupteddisrupted-
since

disrupted-
sirtcesiricesirtcesince outsiders came to Alaska .

Early in this century , white men in the United-
States

United-
States

United
States and Canada realizedrea1ized that among the civilized acts-
committed

acts-
committed

acts
committed by their people was the killing of migratory-
birds

migratory-
birds

migratory
birds who they thought destroyed crops . Some peoplepeople-
realized

people-
realizedrealized that fannersfarmers and sport hunters were killing allall-

the
all-

thethe birds , and they got worried .

Canada and the United States agreed to restrict the-
spring

the-
spring

the
spring hunting of migratory birds . Although you wouldwould-
not

would-
notnot necessarily know it from reading the MigratoryMigratory-
Bird

Migratory-
BirdBird Treaty Act , it does seem apparent that the federal-
governments

federal-
governments

federal
governments intended that Native people be allowed to-

continue
to-

continue
to

continue hunting birds as long as their needs required ."
Regardless of how the law reads , that is the way it-

has
it-

has
it

has been enforced with respect to Natives . That is , it-

hasn't
it-

hasn't
it

hasn'thasnt' been enforced at allallall-
Until

..

Until recently , that is .
Although federal enforcement officers have gener ¬

ally looked the other way when Native hunters tooktook-
spring

took-
springspring birds , bushybush .> resideresidentsts have become increasingly-
vocal

increasingly-
vocal

increasingly
vocal about efforts made by the Alaska Department ofof-

Fish
of-

FishFish and Game to restrict spring hunting .
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Subsistence . . .
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)According

1-

)According

)

According to a member of the Board of Game ,

greater state control efforts have been prompted by thethe-
experience

the-
experienceexperience of the federal government.. As he describes it ,
when the feds tried to bust Native bird hunters in thethe-
early

the-
earlyearly sixties , the Natives got upset..

They banded together and brought political pres-
sure

pres-
sure

prespres-¬-
sure to. bear and forced the governgovernmentent to back downdown-
and

ownown-
andand keep looking ththe other way . ACCOrAccording: ing to the Game-
Board

Gameameame-
BoardBoard member, this may have leftlleftletVthethe-thethefCderal- fCderalfederalfederal( govern-
ment

govern-
ment

governgovern-¬-

ment hamstrung , unable to restrict , hunthuntingg if it reallyreally-
becomes

really-
becomesbecomes biologically necessary . He commented :

""TheThe state enforcement people don'tdont' want to fallfall-

into
fall-

intointo the same trap , and I don'tdont' blame them-
Native

thtmthem/themtheist: /"'
Native people have been upset by rumorsrumors that thethe-

state
the-

statestate is going to increase its enforcementenforcemCJt(} effort eveneven-
more

even-
moremore this year , particularly in the Yukon-KuskokwimYukonKuskokwimYukon-Kuskokwin'1Kuskokwin'1Kuskokwin1Yukon-KuskokwirftKuskokwirftYukonKuskokwin'1-
River

YukonKuskokwirft-
River

- 'River Delta area .

People were ppa'rticularlyparticularly'rticularly disturbed about incidentsincidents-
which

incidents-
whichwhich allegedly occured last year , including buzzing ofof-

hunters
of-

huntershunters by state aircraft , snow machine chases and inin-

terception
in-

terception
in-in¬-

terception of hunters who were ordered to give up theirtheir-
guns

their-
gunsguns . They reportedly refused .

In the last two years , four arrests have been mademade-
for

made-
forfor Native subsistence bird hunting . Only one hunter hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen convicted .

At the request of the Association of Village Coun-
cil

CounCoun-*-
cil Presidents , regional non-profitnonprofit- association for thethe-
Bethel

the-
BethelBethel area , State Attorney General Avrum Gross metmet-
with

met-
withwith Yupik villagers earlier this year to talk about futurefuture-
prosecu

future-
prosecutionsprosecuprosecutionstions .

Although he predicted greater restrictions on thethe-
taking

the-
takingtaking of birds in the future , Gross said it was not thethe-
state's

the-
state'sstate'sstates' intention to take food out of people'speoples' mouths .

He told the Tundra Times the state would """notnot prose-
cute

prose-
cute

proseprose-¬-

cute people who took birds for subsistence . "
At the meeting in Bethel , Gross promised toto-

personally
to-

personallypersonally review any bird hunting case that his officeoffice-
was

office-
waswas asked to prosecute .

Does this mean other state agencies will go alongalong-
with

along-
withwith Gross ' hand-offhandoff-- policy ?

Biologists of the Department of Fish and Game areare-
authorized

are-
authorizedauthorized to make arrests for game violations . Accord-
ing

Accord-
ing

AccordAccord-¬-
ing to Robert Rausch , director of the Division ofof-
Game

of-
GameGame , ""II expect them to use common sense and reason-
ableness

reason-
ableness

reasonreason-¬-
ableness in making arrests . I will advise them of Gross '
statement , I would expect them to be guided by that . "

Rausch also said he interpreted Gross ' statementsstatements-
toto mean that only in cases of ""diredire emergency " whenwhen-
people

when-
peoplepeopleexemptfromhad """nono other food " would they be exempt
from prosecution .

Col.. Fred Woldstad , director of the Division ofof-
Fish

of-
FishFish and Wildlife Protection , Department of PublicPublic-
Safety

Public-
SafetySafety , said the AAVCPVCP had suggested that villagevillage-
councils

village-
councilscouncils be given an opportunity to determinedetennine who hashas-
true

has-
truetrue subsistence need and who doesn'tdoesnt'..

"""WeWe found nono-
problem

no-
problemproblem with that , " he said . However , 'he'he added *., anan-
officer

an-
officerofficer has an obligation to arrest if a violation occurs inin-

his
in-

hishis presence .

So , Native hunters , it looks100Jss like if you need thosethose-
birds

those-
birdsbirds , you can have them . Maybe .

In spite of Gross ' assurances , some people are stillstill-
concerned

still-
concernedconcerned about whowhQ is going to decide who needs birdsbirds-
and

birds-
andand who does not , and how110w this will be decided .

Therell1ere have been rumors of threats of violence .

In the meantime , there is no guarantee , certainlycertainly-
noandhaveno written guarantee , that youyott will not be arrested and
have your gun and your birds taken away , while somesome-some¬-
bodysomebodyfar away decides whether or not your familyfamily isis-

hungry
is-

hungryhungry .

Of course , you yourself would not be hungry pripri-
soners

pri-
soners

pri-pri¬-
soners are served three daily meals , free of charge .
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