
Marie Pignalberi is first NativeNative-

woman
Native-

womanwoman deputy commissioner
JUNEAU-GovJUNEAUGov- . Jay HammondHammond-

has
Hammond-

hashas announced the appointmentappointment-
ofof MarieMade Pignalberi , his Special-

Assistant
SpecialSpecial-

AssistantAssistant for State Boards andand-

Commissions
and-

CommissionsCommissions , as Deputy ComCom-Com-

missioner
¬.-

missioner of the Department ofof-

Community

of-

CommunityCommunity and Regional AfAf-Af-

fairs
¬.-

fairs .

Ms . Pignalberi , 35 ,;"

a graduategraduate-

ofof the University of Alaska ,

Fairbanks ,. has "SS"rvedwiveds Tved on thethe-
governor's

the-
governor'sgovernor'sgovernors' staff forfoIforfornearlyfoInearlynearly fivefive-

years
five-

yearsyears and was his executiveexecutive-

secretary
executive-

secretarysecretary until her appointmentappointment-
asas a special assistant last Februa-Februa-

ry .

Hammond said while he is-

sorry
isis-

sorrysorry to lose her from his staff ,

"II" am pleased to se"eseesges " e Marie movemove-

into
move-

intointo a new position of challengechallenge-

and
challenge-

andand responsibility . Her selectionselection-

by
selection-

byby Commissioner Lee McAner-McAnerMcAner-

ney
McAner-

ney
McAner-

ney
-

ney is the promotion of a highly-highlyhighly-

qualified
highly-

qualified
-.

qualified woman ," he added .

Ms . Pignalberi worked in WashWash-Wash-

ington
Wash-

ington
¬-

ington , D.CDC. . for Sen . Ted SteSte-SteSte-

vens
Ste-

vens
¬-

vens for four years and also waswas-

employed
was-

employedemployed by former AlaskaAlaska-

Rep
Alaska-

RepRep . Howard Pollock . Ham ¬.

mond noted that her years oofof-

living
of-

livingliving in Washington and in smaJsmallsmall-

towns
small-

townstowns and large cities of AlaskAlaskaAlaska-

"have
Alaska-

"have

:

"havehave" given Marie and importanimportantimportant-
perspective

important-
perspectiveperspective for her workworkatat ththethe-

Department
the-

DepartmentDepartment of Community antandand-

Regional
and-

RegionalRegional Affairs ."

Ms . PignalberiPignatberi was raised in Ug-UgUg-

ashik

-..

ashik on the Alaska Peninsula ,,

the daughter of an Aleut mothemothermother-
and

mother-
andand Japanese-fatherJapanesefather- . She attend ..

ed elementary and secondersecondarysecondary-
school

secondary-

school
)

school in Haines and fished-

summers
fishecfishedfished-

summerssummers during her school yearyearsyears-

at
years-

at
:

at thehe family'sfamilys' set net site in-

Ugashik
itinin-

UgashikUgashik . Her parents , Fred amandand-

Sassa

and-

SassaSassa Matsuno , presently live iiinin-

Homer
in-

HomerHomer..

Ms . Pignalberi is the mother oofof-

sixyearold
of-

sixyearoldsix-year-oldsixyearold- - Marco , a first gradergrader-

She
..

She will begin her $42,50042500$ , iaa-

year

a-

yearyear post on Nov . 1 , succeedinjsucceedingsucceeding-

Don
succeeding-

DonDon Argetsinger who left to bebe-bebe-

come
be-

come

--

come Administrative AssistanAssistantAssistant-

toto Hammond ..


