Legislative races

Primary changes political map

by Jeffrey R. Richardson
e the Tindrs Thes

Rep. Kay Wallis, D-Font Yukon,
appeared to edge out her Democratic
primary challenger in one of the
closest Bush ative mces this year.
Wallis defeated Robent L. Beans of
Mountain Villoge by a vote of 553
518,

Wallis will face Republican
Cieorgianna Lincoln of Rampart in the
CGienernl Election in what is prediciled
10 be a tough mce. _

With all House seats and many in
the Senate up for re-election, and
many incumbents choosing o leave

legistative service, Aluska’s political
mip s changing again.

Veterun  political  observers are
wiatching both urban and rural mces
for clues aboul how the outcomes will
affect the balance of power in the nexi
four years.

In District 26, incumbent Democral
George Jacko of Pedro Bay will face
Lydia Wilson of Nondalton, the
Republican challenger for his House
el .

"'I decided to run because | felt we
needed more cooperntion with other
represeniatives and legislators down
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there,”” Wilson wld the Tiendra Times.
She sand Jacko's aggressive and often
critical nppronch o dealing with issues
was “"very harmiul for us.”’

“If you "re getting slong down there
with your peers, you get a lob more
for your distnet — get the bills that
yiou want, instead of blasting away at
cach other. ™

Wilson acknowledged she had i
little bit of a battle ahead™ agaimst
Jacko, who outpolled her by a more
than 2410+ 1 margin. But she remained

sitive about the process, She sad

¢ priorities are securng greater local
control for commumties i the distowt
ard helping wrban legisltors beier
understiond the extent o which rural
resudents  conttibute s urban
ceongmies  through  purchasimg,
transportation and  other Dl
J'l.'li“ I Il'l"-.‘ll"l‘t

Lo othier ymportant rural races, Ivan
Mo tMarting Ivan of Akik won o
deviaive victory over Tellow Dremocrat

Hob Herron of Bethel (or the sem

vircated by incuimbent Lyman Holl

mian. [-Hethel  The Republican
challenger, Alber O Bomer Jr. of

Bethel, sad be Bas dropped out o

the shiw

Hodtrman optead fo rom lor the Senade
st held by the febivmg Sen. Johne
Himkley . RBethel Acoording teviote
tillies provaded by the  Dhvision ol
Blecnons, Hobtman troumeed formey
sthle Rep Vern Huelbern of Sleéctnmie
Hiltman, heavily endorsed by Native
ad  rural  busioess  and  political
beatders, recewed 2829 votes 1o the
| B9 vt chst lor Hurlbuer, Wath ne
Republivan opposibion, the worsl s
pver Tor Hotfman i

But Holtman s vigtory  rases
precisely tho Kind of incky questions
et are bl 1o answer, ol least un
1l the Chenerad Election resulis wre in.
Huottmun was vice char of the Hiouse
Fimance  Comtmtiee,  an anportan
prosetion Lor advancing sural sgendas

Wallts currently sits on the Finance
Cormumirtee, as well. 1 she defeats Lan
corln i Mowember, will she be able to
retaim e ket How would the
tabenp of e House affect o Wallis
Bond o wharr the commtiee” What role
wold rooke rural fegslators plisy
prganizing the Hotse und Semane

Hecaune wifluencing  state  raral
policy depends s heavily on building
effecrive coalitions with  urban
lawmakers, many observers were
closely wnlf;hmgrllrm tallies for impor
tant legislative seats from Anchorige.

Muny, like Ruby John, the Cantwell
Democrat challenging incumbent Dick
Schultz, R-Tok, in District 17,
celehrated the victory of Rep, Virginia
Collins, R-Anchorage, over incum-
bent Sen. Jan Fuoks, R-Anchomge. In
the hotly contested primary battle, the
two Republican women battled fir
voles an Senate District F-B in
Anchorage.

John ond others expressed con
fidence that Collins, who has no
Diemweratie oppement, would be ensier
o work with and less rigid than the
outspoken, somelmes controversial ,
Furks

Primuey vore vounts had not ¢ven
heen coiipleled  when the Alasko
Pubhe Ruacho Network reported that
Bl Dkt thie foermer legisbaton
whae s oow w powerlol lobhyi,
alrcady had begon organizing the next
leprestature s s ambinons aod e
tewds ot los chienis

How  will  manuevering by

Dunkworth and others belind the
scenies alfect legislative rces that have
barely gotten off the grownd? 1o is dif
hicult o say ai thes point,

Veterun legislative analyists, whao
declined o be identified, sail the Bush
contingent in the next legislature could
be strong, vigorous and effective.

They suggested that if Democrats do

well in, legislative mces stalewide,
velerans such as returming Sen. Al
Adams, D-Kotzebue, Rep. Eileen
MacLean, D-Bamrow, und Jacko, with
the assistance of artculute newcomers
like Democral Jerry Mackie ol Craig,
the favored candidates (or House
Dnstnct 2, could wield considerable in-
Nuence (or their ruml constituents.



