Kivalina residents
to meet with state,

Cominco officials

by Soren Wuerth
For ihe Tundrs Times

Residents of Kivalina, who are
worned that their woter and fish
may be conmtaminated with

sly high levels of zinc, will
meet on 'I?unld:r with state and
Cominco Alaskn Inc. officials o
discuss their concems,

Though representatives of Red
Dog Mine are uncertin how the
minernl is seeping inio Red
Creck, which flows into the Wali
River, they know since the mine
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e Water worries Kivalina

corvirue 1ol agd o

opencd last summer the concentrstion
from zine 0 the stream has nsen
enpugh to turn the creek orange in
color,

The nearly 300 residems of the
remote villuge of Kivalina wnm North
west Alasks pump water from the
Wulik River imto o holding tank when
the river is clear.

Villagers have stopped . deinking
water from the tank, however, since
they heard the river was contaminated,
und they sre only using it (o wash their
Clothes, sand Joseph Swan, Kivaling's
mayor

“The people won't drink the water
unless it's pure,”” Swan suid.

Red Dog Mine, « ted by Com
inco and owned by NANA Regional
Corp., 15 locuted about 60 miles

v from Kivalina, Cotmrmeo and

ANA have invested abour $420
million o the mane, according to
Comineo spokesperson Bon MeLean.

Red Creek Mows through the
mine, and i water s used (o separste
the mineral from the ore. However,
witste water 15 returned 0 the river
directly, McLein smid.

Comuinco hay begun to reroute ex-
isting  runoff gullics and has im
plemented pumps o divernt the con:
taminated water (o the tailing dam,
suid John Rense, vice president of
NANA Regiomal Corp

“There s mo gueshion thet we hive
sanehioow e reased the anmount of i
i the river, bt we don't know how
hogh the level is, ™ Reonse saud, ““The
meredse i o much oy e esplamed
by owturesl cunses. Howeser, we are
cofmuried oy secme the  atteral
drmmage resiored

Sov lar, dbvertg diches  aml
reryaimimg deaages have worked i
lowwen the ringc levels, Ronse soid

Than Swan sandd wallingers wart to mvec
e o fice with Hed Do Mo
uperators dmd olficials of the soe s
Department  of  Conservation aml
Departpent of Fish and CGamie to Gl
ot b brmdul thee oaneril s o thess
and thewr miin subsasience oo
Finh.

“We don't want any answers in
letter. We wanl answers an persin,
Swan said, 1 was supposed w koow
how bad the zine is, bt T eonnot read
through all the numbers, ™

He said be s unsure if children who
have & m&umﬂ ol the flu may be sick
from drinking water laced with zine,
which Rense estimates is at least four
to five times the normal level Some
villagers have quit eating salmon

altogether, sud Swuan.

“The fish were behind schedule and
they have sio Rolng  upsircam
about three miles Trom the mouth of
the river,”" Swan said. “The people
know when they are not comiortable
My father in-law wis sel nettiing and
Tound un unugual fish, so he puiled out
and never lished aguin. He's over 70
years old, and he knows what he's
talking about ™

The DEC and Fish and Game are
still compiling dita on how toxic the
zine is W fish, according 1 Peie
MeCiee, regional supervisor lor DEC

AL the moment i0s bol time 1o

ic here,”” McGee smd. [ the lish
ook normal when you catch them and
they wre alive, they are probably all
right ™

Red Doy Creek has natutally high
proportions of zinge, MeGee smd, b
road construction and blasting have
likely caused an increase in the amoun
seeping into the stream

The DEC has ssked Cominco and
NANA to come up with an emergen-
cy plan for diverting channels away
from ore deposits and for creating a
better drminage system.

The agency also has requested they
prgluce i shon mnge proposal cdur-
g the winter (o construct new sulety
features tor the mine, and Cominco
must design g Jong-term plan 0 per
minently conml the levels of s
entening the drainage

The Red Dog Mine carrently has in
W& million local payroll, Reme said.
urid NANA hopes the mine will be
prospenas 1 shareholders

“Things happen,”” Rense s

“What's imporant s the way you
reuc, e o rehiet By fixing the ok
e We're poing 10 be there
boivabing will be there Long alter the
e s done




