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Election means Knowles,
Hensley officially a team

by Holly ¥. Reimer

Famidra Thines reporior

It's othcwl: Former Anchorpe
Mavor Tony Knowles amd Wille
Hemsley, well known Native lender
are now o team, giving Heonsley o
chance W become the stute's first
Alaska Natuve holding  statewule
office

Election results. . .
—Pages Ten, Eleven

Alter nearly o year of debates,
newspaper, television and radio com
mercialy amnd statewsle sppenrances in
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Former Anchorage Mavor Tony Knowles, .‘rﬁ. won by an unexpected margin over challenger Steven n'rf_:'rt-‘pm_{' More election night photos, page elghteen




continud fromm pags O
efforts (o gaun voter support and los
of politicking, Democratic guber
natorial candidate Knowles got £l
cent of the vote, beating Lt Gov
Stephen McAlpine, who got 19.4 per-
cent of the vole.

Hensley easily won over his
DPemocratic opponent, recelving 27 8

reent of the vole compared to John
l;'lihnm!- of Kenai, with only 9.2
percent

Knowles and Hensley were greeted
with cheers near the end of the even.
ingg by su m ol the Egan Conven:
tion Center in Anchorage. The crowd
chanted their names while holding and
waving campaign balloons  and

ers.

In preparation for the Geneml Elec-
tion, top candidates from each party
will team up and begin planning their
campaign strategies for the election in
November,

Since both the gambling and ruilrosd
initimtives failed in the primary, they
won't show up on the Nov. 6 ballot,

Voters urned down the gambling
initiative, which would have suthor-

e

ed legalized gambling in Aluska
McAlpine's stand m tavor of the n
itiative wits believed 1o be u factor i
his defeat, since Knowles was strongly
opposed o il

Daring a shori speech to the group
at about 1 nom. Wednesday morning,
Knowles suid he wants Alaskans w
have confidence in government. He
said he believes he can bring this back
because be s going support Alaskuns
unel stand up for what they wan

In un interview, Knowles said he
recognized the impontance that rural
vilers played during his campaign

“The rural vore was critical 1o my
campaign. 1 got support from Westen
Alnska to Southwestern Alaska,'" he
said, adding support also inclided
Suutheast Alaska votes,

In the beginning, Hensley was in the
Jead with & majority of the initial tal
ly from Southeast Aluska.

**Southeast set me off from my op:
ponents,"" Hensley said.

Hensley, who is an Inupiat Eskimo
from Kotzebue, sald during the
general election campaign some of the
major issues to come up will be the

e Knowles gets 25 percent of vote

state budget, mil exploration i the
Arctic Nunord  Wildlife  Refopo,
education, taxes and jobs

"Education has been one of ihe
muin ssucs inomy campaign, Even
thonigh money s tight, we sl mwust
provide for our children’s educa
ton, " he s

Ixsues such as ANWR, he saul are
comsensus type Boaues which don't
need immediate decisions, unlike o
budget or education

Some of the issues which Koowles
soes as priorities for the campalgn are
economic  development, ANWR,
education and drug and alcohol abuse.

He said of he con iron ool some of
these tysuey, then * Alaskuns can have
thee quality of life which all Alaskans
want. "’

McAlpine made o specch after
realizing Knowles was clearly ahead

He discussed how the gam llnici:-
tiative was worded on the ballot, then,
clearly disappointed over his loss, he
congritulated Knowles,

“Tony ran a good, intelligent cam-

ign, and that's the way it s,

cAlpine said.




