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final decision
on ANWR swaps
up to congress

interior secretary donald hodel last
week recommended to congress that
land trades being proposed by alaska
native corporations for oil rights in the
artic national wildlife refuge be
approved

the final decision on the recommen-
dation one ofgodelsgodelsof last decisions
before his tensureendedtensumv&d anfnfridayddaywillwill
be up to CorigcongressMs

word aboutthiaboabouthccclsibairutthi jms1b1mk9r
reportedartedorted byiiinis6ithetasspcfa tkisjnpress in
washingtonashi8 niton dcatpredcatdeatDC at pressss tunetime for0
theandra77ni0ithc7ww jamesfjlmesf and reporters were
unable to contact native corporation
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spokesmen about their reaction to the
news

alaska native corporations are of-
fering to trade about 895000 acres
throughout alaska for mineral rights
to about 166000 acres on the coastal
plain ofANWRofanwr the coastal plain is
believed to have the potential for pro-
ducing large quantities of oil

the corporations are offering to
trade lands that are inholdings within
federal refuges

the trades have generated much
controversy with state of alaska of-
ficials taking a strong stand against the
them native leaders have defended
them however saying the federal
government has much to gain from
them


