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49'ers49ers' to the rescue on trail

litelilellielileewllieew'\New\ewewNewlaskd\\laskdlaskdi\askdiaskdAlaska) 49'ers49ers44'ers44ers' firstfirst-

furnished
firs-

tt

first-

Jtturmshedfurnishedfurnishedc\JJ\ rl1lshedrl1lshedCOnllnUnlLatlonsccommunicationsCOnllnUnlLatlonsmtnhumLations forfor-

snomohlles
for-

snowmobilessnowmobilessno\\mohllessnomohlles\ in FebruaryFehruaryFebruaryofof
146171967% 7 ., for the tfirsttrstrst World CrossCross-

Country
Cross-

CountryCountry Championship Snow-

mobile
Snow-

mobIle
SnowSnow- ¬-

mobile Race from Talkeetna to-

Anchorage
toto-

AnAnAnchoragehorage The visibility waswas-

so
was-

soso bad that the helihelicopters<.:opters andand-

planes
and-

planesplanes that were to observe thethe-

ra
the-

raceraracee were unable to fly . So the
13 familiesfallllhes of the 49'ers49ers4Q'ers4Qers' thatthat-

were
that-

werewere participatingpartlclpatmg were aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe onlonl\onlonlyonlones\> ones that were able toto-

furnish
to-

t
---

am
a-

mtfurnishu rlllshrlllshaman\ananyankind\ kindkmdkmdofkindofofofmfonnatlOnofinformationmfonnatlOn-
dS

information-

is
informationmfonnatlOn'

asdSis to the whereabouts of thethe-

r

the-

ratersrracersratersdl.lr'idl.lridllri.? ' It wasWdS written ""ThanksThanks"Thanks-
toto thethe4cl"er'i449'ers49ers4cl"er'i4cleri)"' ers' . 104104ofof the origi-
nal

origionglorigi-¬'-

nalndl 22"121
"-,

I!machinesI11Jdllncsin.o.hinesino.hinesinohinesiin.o.hines. . limpedlumped aLrO'iS-

the
acrossaLrO'iSaLrOiSacross-

the 'the Iintinisli11rmhISIt lineIlI1c at 3rd andand-

Streets
(

)Streetstrcet " SomeSonic( Hne racersrJlerSrapers sufferedsuffered-
the

suffered-
thethe usualUUJJusuelUUJJ"lrufls., s"strut"lruflslruflsruttsIs andJnd bruiseshrUlses ''lut-

n

but'lutlutbut-

nonno. ) one who enteredentcrcd the raraceccId'i\Id'i-
"croul

was\\Id'iId'iIdiwas-

sertousl
'

""croulcroulsertouslseriously! ., ) hurt VeteransVctcrans of thethe-

hie
the-

hwhmhwhie racerdlCrage 'sa'iJiJsi >) thatthdt without thethe-

49'ers
the-

fcrn'i,49'ers49ersfcrn'ifcrni' ' thethc racerJlCrage wouldwlJuld have end-

ed
endend- ¬.-

eded'iol11chereedsomewhere'somewhere'iol11c\\here'iol11ciol11chere\ betweenhetween Talkeet-
na

TalkeetTalkeet-¬.-

naI1J anddndendenduk(fokIokukuk-

i

".
IIhehe tolltCI\\\I1tCII1following) ! ' )\ \utk year the rJle.-

1

racerJleragerage-

wes\\\.1.1waswes. " dedicateddedlldted totlJ Bill HarpelHarpel-
Hid

Harpel-

end,amiHidendHidJhqutendaboutaboutJhqut 707J7J4crers7)7() 49'ers49ers4crers' were outuutout-

IiiIii_111IJJlniiuiiictnik_
;iiJrnk ! jtorfor. )! the firstfir'itfirit' timetime-

4't44't4t('q' 0ers" \with11h ( B radiosradlls) mountedmountedr-
IHt11'111111'1IIIJl1Iublle'irI'] \snsnowmobiles\IIIJ\\l1Iublle'iIIIJl1Iublle'il1Iubllei\wniuhiles' actingddmgaLttng as trail-trailtrJII-trJII -

.,sweepersweepers These sturdy fellowsfellows-
followed

fellows-
followedfollowed the racers to makemake-

sure
make-

suresure no one was on the trailtrail-

hurt
trail-

hurthurt or standed . In fact it was-

after
was-

after
was

after midnightmidmght the first dayday-

when
day-

whenwhen one stranded racer was-

brought
was-

hrought
was

broughthrought intomto Willow and sent-

by

sentsent-

hybyhy ambulance to Palmer hospI-

tal
hospi-

tal
hospihospI- ¬-

tal for treatment , the ambulanceambulance-

waItmg

ambulance-

waitingwaitingwaItmg as a resultresultofof the radioradio-

Lonmiunicatton
radio-

lommumcatloncommunicationlommumcatlonLonmiunicatton set up .

The nexnextt year 1969 , the trailtrail-

'iweeps

trail-

sweeps'sweeps'iweepsiweeps finally arrivedarnved at BigBig-

Lake
Big-

LakeLake at 5 a.mam. . Sunday morningmorning-
with

morning-
withwith three strandedstrandedracersracers , then-

were
thenthen-

wcrewerewcre able to snatch a couple ofof-

hours
of-

hourshours rest and be backbackonon thethe-

trail
the-

trdlltrailtrdll to Anchorage by 1010a.ma.mam. .

In 1970 we worked the TalTal-

keetna
Tal-

keetna
Tal-Tal¬-

keetna race and the tfirsttrstrst Wo-

men's

Wo-

men's

WoWo-¬-

men'smens' Cross Country Race fromfrom-
I1I dagleaxlele River to Big Lake andand-

bask
and-

hdlhdlbackbask ,. and alsoaJso the Big Lake
500
500Fvery500Ivery

OO
OOl
l-l-FverylveryI-veryIvery- very race the 449'ers49ers<rers' havehave-

worked\workedorked ,. especially the cross-

country
cross-

wuntry
crosscross-¬-

countrywuntry ones , they have keptkept-
track

kept-
tracktracktrackofof eacheachracerracer by bib num-
her

num-
her

numnum--¬
berher as he passed eacheachcheckcheck-
point

check-
romt

checkcheck-¬-

pointromt , andandasas the tradsweepsr-
CdcllcJ

trailsweepstradsweepstrarlsweepstrarlsweeps-
readiedreachedrCdcllcJreadiedrCdcllcJeareadiedeacheaeacheachcheckpointhhchechecheckpointkpomt , werewere-
able

were-
dhledbledhleable to telltcl! them ifIfallall the rara-

Lers
ra-

lers
ra-ra¬-

cerslers left inIJ1 the race were alreadyalready-
JhcJd

already-
aheadaheadJhcJdaheadofol01of themIhernrlient If notnutnut., then the

sweeps went back down the-

trail
thethe-

trailtrail to see ififanyoneanyone had missedmissed-
the

missed-
thethe trail and was possibly hurthurt-
or

hurt-
oror lost..

Since 1967 the 4949'ers49ers' ers havehave-

furnished
have-

furnishedfurnished communications for-

all
forfor-

allall the Talkeetna to AnchorageAnchorage-
races

Anchorage-
racesraces and the Women'sWomens' Cross-

Country
Cross-Cross -.

Country races , most of the-

hatcher
thethe-

HatcherHatcher Pass and Wasilla GrandGrand-
Prix

Grand-
PrixPrix races , the Mayor'sMayors' Cup RaceRace-

around
Race-

aroundaround Anchorage , the Big Lake
500 and the Old Man'sMans' race .,

During this time they have arar-

ranged
ar-ar¬.-

ranged for helicopters and am-

bulances
amam-am¬.-

bulances to pickpIckupup injuredmjured ra-

cers
rara-ra¬.-

cers , and even carriedcarned some ofof-

them
of-

themthem off the trails in ahkiosahkios-
toto be treated They have given-

information
gIven-

mformation
given

informationmformation to pit crews andand-

families
and-

familiesfamilies as to the whereaboutswhereabouts-
ofof their racers , and to the of-

ficIals
of-

ficials
ofof-¬-

ficials as to where the leadersleaders-
were

leaders-
werewere and who they were , as well-

as
wellwell-

asas the same informationmformatlOn aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe last man on the trail.. TodayToday-
many

Today-
manymany of the present 49'ers49ers49'ers-
have

49'ers-
have

'

have worked the majoritymaJonty ofof-

these
of-

thesethese races , and some of themthem-
have

them-
havehave racedrayedrayedinin them .

One thingthmg torfor sure they allall-

look
all-

looklook forward to is havinghaving-
enough

having-
enoughenoughenoughsnowsnow each year to en-

sure
enen-en¬.-

sure that the events will be held ,

so that once againagam they can getget-

out
get-

outout there in their cars , campers ,

motorhomes , or on their snow-
machines

snow-
machines

snow-snow-.

machines to behe sure that eacheach-

and
each-

andandandeveryevery entrant is accountedaccounted-
for

accounted-
forfor at the end of each race


