
Editorial -
Inuit OrganizationOrganizationF-

orFForor the first timetUlle in perhaps 5,0005000, years , Natives ofof-

the
of-

thethe Inuit Homeland are together again . The sessions ofof-

the
of-

thethe Inuit OrcumpolarCircumpolar Conference , which concluded lastlast-
week

last-
weekweek mIn the capitol city of Nuuk in the Inuit country ofof-

Greenland
of-

GreenlandGreenland , were impressiveunpresslve and inspiringInspmng ., 52 seated dele-
gates

dele-
gates

deledele-¬-
gates and several times as many observersobseFVers gathered fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe vast regions of the Inuit world . There were YupflcsYupiks ,

ChupiksCl1UPlks and Inupiatlnuplat from Alaska , Inuk and InupiatInuplat fromfrom-

Canada
from-

CanadaCanada ,. and KaladhtKaJadhtKaladlit from -GreenlandGi-eenlandGieenland .

Despite the variationsvanatlons in language dialects and region-
al

reglon.-

11

regionreglon-reglonregion-¬-
.al.1111 flavoringsflavonngs of culture , all are Inuit . They were senousserioussenous-
and

serious-
andand deliberate in their mission When the Conference waswas-

donedoneone ,,. the Inuit had unanimously agreed upon a chartercharter-
Creating

charter-
creatIngCreating the first organization to ever include all thethe-

Natives
the-

NativesNatives "of"ff the Inuit Homeland . They were equally unani-
mous

unani-
mous

unaniunani-¬-
mous in the election of their first President , Hans-PaviaHansPaviaHansPavia-
Ro

HansPavia-
Rosing

-

RoRosingmg ,. InformationInformahon Minister in the InuitInutt Home Rule
(Ciovemment, ovemmentovernment of Greenland ( known as Kalaallit Nunaat in-

their
inin-

theirtheir Inuit dialectdialect)) A six-membersixmemberslx-memberslx-- Executive CommitteeCommittee-
was'V.JLSVJLSwas. ..isis easily elected , including Alaska members Oscar Kawag-
Icy

Kawag-
Icy

Kawag-
ley

Kawag-Kawag-

leyIcy of ththe CalistaCahsta Corporation and JimmyJunmy Stotts of Bar-

row
Bar-

row
BarBar-¬-

rowrow-

In
row-

In
row-

InIn the final days of the Conference , workshops propro-pro-
posed

pro-
posed

-¬

posed policies for consideration by delegates on matters ofof-
vItal

of-
vitalvitalvItalconcernconcern to the Inuit 35 resolutions dealing with lan-

guage
lanlan-

guage
lan-lan¬-

guage ,. cultcultureure ,. environmentenvlTonment and resource utilizationutilitzation ,.

housing and health ,. arctic coastal zonelone management andand-
OC5

and-
OCSOCSOC5 ., village technology and transportationtransportal1on and communi-
catIOn

communi-

cation
communicommuni-¬-

cation were adoptedaJopted These policy statements defineddefined-
nicely",nicelycel how the Inuit wish to relate with each other , howhow-

they
how-

theythey wish to interact with other cultures and world govern-

ments
govern-

ments
governgovern-¬-

ments ,. and the treatment they wish to be given to the landland-

and
land-

andand resources of the Inuit Homeland .

In formal sessions , language variationsvanations were dealt withwith-

In

with-

inin a practical way , providing a United Nations flavor to thethe-
proceedings

the-
proceedmgsproceedingsproceedmgs Multl-MultlMulti-channelMultichannelMultlhannel--hannel wireless headsets provided si-

multaneous
sisi-

multaneous
si-si¬-

multaneous translation of discussion into the four major-
Inuit

majormajor-
InuitInuit regional dialects and EnglishEngbsh .

Language diversitydlveTSlty was also a source of fun and exex-

cItement
ex-

citement
ex-ex¬-

citement , as Inuit from villages thousands of miles apartapart-
spoke

apart-
spokespoke theirthelT languages to each other in informal sessions ,

and cheered and embraced each other upon discoveringdiscovering-
common

discovering-
commoncommon root words or phrases . There were some momentsmoments-

for
moments-

forfor casual sightseeing , socializing and shopping . Dancers ,

singers and performers from the far reaches of the InuitInuit-

world
Inuit-

worldworld entertained each other in culturalcultura1 presentations eacheach-
evemng

each-

eveningeveningevemng . Each Greenlander , it seems , is bomborn with a beauti-
ful

beauti-
ful

beautibeauti-¬-

fulfulvOicevoice and a song in his or her heart . They were excel-
lent

excel-
lent

excelexcel-¬-
lent hosts ,, invitingInVltmg their fellow Inuit into their homes for-
seal

forfor-
sealseal and whale meat , dried fish and unforgettable hoshos-hos-
pitality

hos-

pitality
-¬-

pitalitypitalityThere
There were somber moments , as well , such as thethe-

Sunday
the-

SundaySunday morningmorrung Memorial Service for Eben Hopson ,

Founder of the Inuit Circumpolar Conference . Eben died-

in

dieddied-

Inin Barrow during the first day of the Conference . TheThe-
BIShop

The-
BishopBishop of Greenland said he was a man such as Moses,
leading hisIus people to their promised land although he waswas-

not
was-

notnot to see the creation of the Inuit Homeland for him-

self
him-

self
himhim-¬-

selfself-
In

self-
In

self-
InIn another unforgettable moment , two men from vil-

lages
vilvil-

lages
vil-vil¬-

lages far apart met on a street-comerstreetcomer-street - mer in Nuuk .. Their dia-

lects
diadia-dia-

lects
¬-

lects were very different , and they shared only a few words-

of
wordswords-

ofof English . Each felt the other'sothers' hair , pronouncing it toto-

be
to-

bebe the ""samesame . " Pointing to each other'sothers' eyes , it was agreedagreed-

they
agreed-

theythey were the ""samesame . " ""InuitInuit ! " said one . ""InuitInuit ! " answer-

ed
answeranswer-answer-

ed
--¬

ed the other .. They shook hands and embraced ..
The Inuit Circumpolar Conference was a great suc-

cess
sucsuc-suc-

cess
-¬-

cess . It is a wondewonderfulu1 achievement of the Inuit people-

themselves
peoplepeople-

themselvesthemselves . They overcame the obstacles of organization ,.
logistics , transportation , and endured the humiliation ofof-

customs
of-

customscustoms to attend the firstrust family reunion in S5,0005000,000000OO, years .

They created an excellent beginning for an organizationorganization-
toto serve the poeple of the Inuit Homeland .


