
Watt says stay away from '!'poseyposeyposey sniffers'
The Associatedled PressPress-

WASHINGTON
Press-

WASHINGTON
Press-

WASHiNGTONWASHINGTON - InteriorlntenorInterior-

Secretary
Interior-

retary
lntenor-

Secretary"Secretary---retaryretary- James Watt told toptop-

department
top-

departmentucpartmentdepartment officials TuesdayTuesday-

that
Tuesday-

thatthat he would prefer that theythey-

put
they-

putput themselves' 5 off limitsI1mltS toto-

paId
to-

paidpaId leaders ofofnationalf national envI-

ronmental
envi-

ental
envi-

ronmental
envi-envi -

ronmentalental groups ,. a Watt aideaide-

Douglas

aide-

saId

aide-

saidsaId .

Douglas BaldwinBaldwm , Watt'sWattsWatt's-

chIef

Watt's-

chief

'

chiefchiefspokesmanspokesman , said WattWatt-

told

Watt-

toldtold his top appointeesappomtees at aa-

meeting

a-

meetmgmeetmgmeetingting that he has stoppedstopped-
meeting

stopped-
meetlOgmeetlOgmeetingmeetingwith- " -W1thwith' "naltonalnational" ''tonaltonal employ-

lental
employ-employ-.

ees ofofenvIronmentalenvIronmentallental groupsgroups-

because
groups-

becausebecause they distorted his

views and were onlyortly interestedmterestedmterested-
in

interested-
inin usinguslOg the meetingsmeetmgs for theIr-

own
theirtheir-

ownown political purposes .

BaldwinBaldwm said Watt told thethe-

officials
the-

officialsofficials he would prefer thatthat-

they
that-

theythey followfoUow his lead , but thatthat-

he
that-

hehe did not order them to cutcut-

off
cut-

offoff such contacts .

However , environmentahsts-
dISputed

environmentalistsenvironmentahstsenvironmentalists-
disputeddisputed this account of thethe-

momlOg

the-

morningmorningmomlOg staff meetingmeetlOg . TheyThey-

saId

They-

saidsaid sources at the Intenor-
Department

InteriorIntenorInterior-
DepartmentDepartment told them WattWatt-

wanted
Watt-

wantedwanted not only hashtshis politicalpolitical-
appointees

political-
appotnteesappotnteesappointees , but all <employeesemployees-
of

'

of the InteriorIntenor CDepartment , to

stop meeting with national en-

William

en-

vironmental
en-

vlTonmentalleaders
en-en-

vironmentalvlTonmentalleadersleaders .

WilliamWilltam Turnage , iexecutive-
director

executlYeexecutiveexecutlYe-

directordirector of the WildeWtldernessWilderness So-SoSo-
Clety

So-
ciety

-
Cletyciety , saId Watt was apparentlyapparently-
retreating

apparently-
retreatingretreating from the moremore-

sweepmg

.

veepingsweepmgsweeping position because Ius-

staff
hisIushis-

staffsiaffstaff was ""tryingtrying"trymgtrymg to dampendampen-

what
dampen-

whatwhat was obviouslyob'flouslyobflously' a veryvery-

serious
very-

seriousserious gaffe on his part..."
""HeHe is saying that a wholewhole-

seglnen

whole-

segmentseglnensegment! of AmericaAmenca has nono-

legitimacy
no-

leglttmacylegitimacyleglttmacy . That we are some-

how
somesome-¬.-

how ououtcaststcasts and that govern-

icnt
govern-

ment
govern-

ment
govern-govern -

menticnt officials cannot meetmeet-

With

meet-

withwith legitimatelegttlTOatelegitunate public groups .:'"'


