
NNorthwayrthwayNrthway telegram brings promisepromise of road improvements
Displeasure over a roughrough-

and
rough-

andand allegedly dangerous roadroad-

haa
road-

hashashaa prompted communitycommumty , bus-

iness
bus-

iness
busbus-¬-

iness and school leaders fromfrom-

Northway
from-

NorthwayNorthway to send an angiyangIangryangry-

telegram )'tclcgramtelegram dcm8ldemandingdemandingactiondingdingachonachonaction toto-

state
to-

statestate leaders.. .._ Apparently , anan-

cffort
an-

efforteffortcffort is underway to improvenprovcimprove-

the

nprovc-

thethe situasituationtion .

The telegram , sent to Gov .

Jay Hammond , State Sen . JohnJohn-

Sackett
John-

SackettSackett,,, and State Rep . PappyPappy-

Moss
Pappy-

MossMoss , contends the NorthwayNorthway-
road

Northway-
roadroad situation is criticalcntlcal..

"Th""ThereThere 'have 'been three'
acci-

dents
acciacci-.-

denldcntsdents on the road min the last
10 days whichwhich-whichwere*'- were icausedcaused-

pnmarily
caused-

primarilyprimarilypnmarily by road conditIOns-

All

conditionsconditions-
AllAllAllstatestate agencies have beenbeen-

contacted
been-

contactedcontacted constantly by us .,

but we have seen practicallypractically-
nono effort on theirtheu part to main-

tain
mainmaIOmain-¬.-

taintam the road at a safe level ".
This , the telegram alleged ,.

endangers dailydally the livesltves of 100100-

students
100-

studentsstudents at the Walter North-North-.

way School who must take thethe-

bus
the-

busbus from the village to thethe-

schooL
the-

schoolschool
schoolLorraine

Lorraine FelixFeltx , president ofof-

the
of-

thethe Northway Village CouncCouncil ,

says that the road stretchesstretches-
nine

stretches-
ntneninentne miles from the AlaskaAlaska-

Highway
Alaska-

HighwayHighway , going through thethe-

airport
the-

airportairport , school , and village .

. . . . . . ." -"EveryEvery summer for the past 1212-

years
12-

yearsyears susurveyors, have_ come. ououtout-

to
tt-

toto the road . When wewe-

they
ask why ,

they tell us it is for the newnew-

road
new-

road
new-

roadroad , but in all that timetune ,"
she stresses , ""nono new road hashas-

ever
has-

ever
has-

everever been built . " Nor hashas-

the
has-

the
has-

thethe oldoldroadroad been properlypropertyproperly-

maintained
properly-

malntalOed
property-

maintainedmaintainedmalntalOed
maintained"IfmalntalOed"If""IfIf I was the owner of thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool bus , 1I wouldn'twouldnt ' be dri-
ving"Felix

drivdnvdriv- ¬.-
inglngIing"FelixingFelix'"" FeltFelix" stated . '"'TheThe"The depre-

claUon
depre-

cotton
depredepre-¬-

ciationclaUoncotton and maintenancemaintenance-
caused

maintenance-
causedcaused by the toadroadroadIStsIS ternble-

A

terrible-

A

terribleternble
A Iqtlot of the tunetime you'ieyouieyou'reyoure' gOlD-
gsideways

goinggOlDggoing-

sidewayssideways down thjtthat road It IS-

full
isis-

fullfull otof chuckholes It is a tealreal

washboard road ."
FeFelixx alleges that two ofof-

the

of-

thethe threethree accidents were causedcaused-

largely

caused-

largelylargely by a narrow , one.laneonelaneone-laneonelaneone.lane-
bodge

onelane-
bodge

.-

bridgebodge at Fish Camp . ""'"WhenWhen'When"When-

you
'When-

youyou are approachingapproachmg thethe-

bndge

the-

bridgebndgebridge , there is so much brushbrush-

that

brush-

thatthat you can'tcant' see it untiluntil-

you're

until-

you'reyou'reyoure' rightnght on it . There is aa-

bad

a-

badbad curve there . It was shp-

pery
slipsltp-sltpshp-shpsltp-

pery
-¬-

pery . It wasn'twasnt' graveled rra-

nythmg
oror-

anythinganythinganythmg ..""
Felix also complained thatthat-

the
that-

thethe state set up a traffictraffic-

count
traffic-

countcount machine on the roadroad-

at
road-

atat the junction where It-

branches
itit-

branchesbranches off of the AlaskaAlaska-

HIghway
Alaska-

HighwayHighwayHighway-Highway"This.- ""ThisThis is not wherewhere-

the
where-

thethe traffic is ," she said TheThe-

traffic
The-

traffictraffic is between the commun-
ity

communcommun- ¬.-

ity , the stores , school andand-

airport
and-

airportairport ,. all of which can bebe-

reached

be-

reachedreached by residents withoutwithout-
them

without-
themthem ever dnvlngdriving over thethe-

counter
the-

counter
.".

counter
John HornHom ., Director of

MaintenanceMamtenance and OperationsOperations-
for-- for the InteriorIntenor Region of thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Department of Trans-

portation
TransTrans-¬.-

portation , said he isu very awareaware-

of
aware-

ofof the situationsttuatlon , and that workworkI-

Sis beingbemg done to alleviateallevtate It-

"I'll
itit-

"I'll"Til"I'llIll'' 'bcbe "the first' -to admitadmit-

that
admit-

that

'

that scsome of the complaintscomplaints-
AreArere valtdvalid ,:"' said Horn ., who tooktook-

over
took-

overover the dlrectorslupdirectorship In Sep-

tember
SepSep-.-

tember '"""ThisThis'ThIS' summer we hadhad-

such
had-

suchsuchsuchaa terribleternble probleproblem withwith-

the
with-

thethe AlasAlaska'" HighwayH,0huvH0huv, ,, <fromY . TokTok-

to
Tok-

toto the tborder , that we admIt-

tedly
admit-

tedly
admIt-admIt-

tedly did not get as much workwork-

done
work-

donedone in .NorthwayasNorthwayro.orthwayroorthway asi . we wouldwould-

have
would-

havehave likedltked to ".
""WeWefe have heard the dissatis-

faction
dlssatlSdissatis-dissatisdi : '-

faction of the NorthwayNorthwa , pe .

ople .
," Horn sndsaidd ""OurOur brush-

cutter
brush-

cutter
brushbrush-

cuucicuttercuuci brokeorunc downuown but itII I-
Sfixed

u-

fixed
isu

fixed now andweand we are Lutting-

the
cUlling-

the
cuttingcUllingLutting

the brush "" Horn said the de-

partmem

de-

partment
de-dede ¬-

partmentpartmem also is sanding the-

road
the-

road
the

road and bringingbnnglng gravel in to-

fill

to-

fill

to
fill the low spots As for ihethe

narrowTOW bndgebodge ,, he claimsclams that-

although
that-

although
that

although it is hard to see fromfrom-

one
from-

one
fro

one direction , there are warn-

ing
warnwarn-w .-

ing signs well in advance , andand-

aa posted speedeed limitltrnlt of 15-

miles
IS-

mLles

IS15

milesmLles per hour .. In at least one-

accIdent
one-

accident
one

accident ,. Horn said the state-

trooper
state-

trooper
state

trooper report indicatedmdlCated the-

dnver
the-

driver
the

driverdnver admitted goinggomg 35 miles-

per
miles-

per
miles

per hour before havinghavmg the ac-

cident
ac-

cident
ac-acac ¬-

cident
cident"Thecident'The'"""TheThe'The mainmam problem ISIis it\II\ IS-

an
is-

an
is

an old road bubuiltt to an old-

standard
old-

standard
old

standard it is lessleu of-

maintenance

of-

mamtenance
ofaof aa-

maintenancemaintenancemamtenance situation than one-

caUmg

one-

calling
one

callingcaUmg for the road to be rre-

built
re.

builtThis
built "-

This ISis just what Horn says-

Ihe
says-

the
says

theIhe department plans to do-

Thev
do-

They
do

ThevThey have asked the state for-

S6260.000
for-

sb.i60.000
for

sb.i60.000sbi60.000sbi60000$$6.260,0006.2600006260000S6260.000S6260000.._ ., to10 rebuild andwiand "'wi-

den
viwi, ,

den the road ., $$790,000790000S79O,000S79O000S790,000S790000,, to10 re-

pla
re-

pla.e
re

plaplacepla.eplae.e the bridgebndge with a wider .,,

two-lanetwolane-- structure and S4 -

360.000360000360,000., to10 upgrade the 3Ir-

pori
air-

port
air3Ir

portpori


