
Kotzebue hatchery plans continue despite protests

The Alaska DepartmentDepartmen t ofof-

Fish
of-

FishFish and Game is goinggomg aheadahead-

wIth
ahead-

withwIth' plans' ns for a 40-million-eg40millioneg4O-mlllton-egg4Omllltonegg40-million-egg40millionegg-
chum

4Omllltonegg-
chum

- --
chum salmonImon hatchery on ththethe-

Noatak
the-

NoatakNoatak River near KotzebueKotzebue-
despite

Kotzebue-
despitedespite biologists ' warningswarnmgs It-

could
itit-

couldcould harm a healthyhealthywhealthywildwwildwild-

salmon
dd-

salmonsalmon populationpopulahon .

Theodore Merrell Jr ,. a salsal-

mon
sal-

mon
sal-sal¬-

mon biologist with 25 yearsyears-

experIence
years-

experienceexperience inm Alaska and pastpast-

president
past-

presidentpresident of the Alaska ChapChap-¬-

ter of the AmericanAmencan FisheriesFlshenesFisheries-

Society
Flshenes-

SocIetySociety , said wfldwild salmon couldcould-

be
could-

bebe weakenedweakenedifled if bred wIth-

hdtchery
withwith-

h

with-

hatcheryhdtcheryhatchery fish .

""HatcheryHatchery fISh; h are treatedtreated-
wIth

treated-
withwith tender loving care ,. andand-

they
and-

theythey may not survive underunder-

wild
under-

wildwild conditionscondlhons , " he said . ""IfIf"If-

they
"If-

theythey iterbreedInterbreed ,. the less strongstrong-

hatchery
strong-

hatcheryhatcheryv fishfishcouldcould dilute thethe-

toughness
the-

toughnesstoughness i of the wild stock . "

Department ofloflclalsofficialsclals say the

hatchery is intended to stabilI-

Ze

stabil-

ize
stabilstabil-¬-

ize the catch in the Sound atat-

a

at-

aa level high enough to permU-

the
permitpermUpermit-

the
permit-

thethe succsuccessful' '" ' operaoperation'non ofof-

fish
of-

fish
ofa- ' a"

fish procesprocessing plant InIn-

Kotzebue
in-

KotzebueKotzebue .

Kotzebue Sound yielded aa-

record
a-

recordrecord 600,000600000, fish in 19811981-

wIthout
1981-

withoutwithout the artificialarllficJa1 enhance-

ment
enhance-

ment
enhanceenhance-¬-

ment , although the averageaverage-

annual
average-

annualannual catch is much lower ,

the department said .


