
She thought thethentheIn" I can do itit-ititof"'
-

' of life

By Patricia OakesOakes-

The

Oakes-

TheThe followingfollowl1lgfollowutg ww-

ech
was excerptedexcerpted-

from
excerpted-

fromfrom a speechech given at the-

dedIcation
the-

dedication
the

dedIcation of'/ the MerrelmeMe"elrneMeelrne" AA-

Kangas
A-

KangasKangatKangas School inrn Ruby onon-

No
on-

NovNoNov.. 7. Although the speechspeech-

U

speech-

isisU intended to apply to oneOPleone-

village.village..IIlge and to .""eakeakspeak"eakofspeakofof the at-

tnbutu
at-

tributes
at-at-

tnbututributes of one special person ,

we fcelfeel that the meUa,1-meUa,1meUa1messagemeUa,1of,!- ofof-

that
of-

thatthat speecheech and ththe valuesvalue-
staught

value-
staughttaught i by thathuthis wowoman,,, areare-

messages
are-

meuagesmeuagesmessagesr of importaimportance toto-

people
to-

peoplepeople throughouthoutthenathe statestat-
eA

state-

AlAAl$ we dedicateiicate this ;schoolschool-

building
school-

buildingbuilding to Merrehnerehne A . Kan-

gas
Kan-

gas
Kan-Kan-.

gas' memory , it is appropnate-
to

appropriate-
to

appropriateappropnate
to thinktIunk a bit about learninglearnmgteaminglearnmg-

and
teaming-

andand about-aboutaboutschools-- schools . We some ¬.

times need to remind ourselves-

that
ourselves-

that
ourselves

that learning is a lifelong pro-

cessthat
propro-¬.-

cess-thatcessthat- the world itselfitselfISI-
Sour

isis-

ourour learning center . A school-

building
school-

building
school

buOdingbuilding,, such as this , plays-

a
plays

a small role in the total processprocess-

asas the focus ofofmoremore formal-

ized
formalformaformal-] ¬.-

ized learning )in.* a& :communityiommumtycommunity-
But

iommumty-
Bu

,community-
ButBuButt learning takes pplacelace farfar-

beyond
far-

beyondbeyond the walls of the school-

building
school-

building
school

building - and learning puputsputs-

us
tsts-

usus all into both the studentstudent-
and

student-
andand the teacher roles through-
out

through-
out

throughthrough- ¬-

out our liveshves..
Knowledge , likehke the mightymighty-

river
mighty-

riverriver , must flow freely . OneOne-

of
One-

ofof the great beauties of thethe-

Bush
the-

BushBush situation is that thethe-

older
the-

olderolder andandmoremore experienced rnsoso-

actively
so-

activelyactively lead the youngyoungeryounger-
leamen

younger-
learnerslearnersleamen - people'speoples' knowledknowledgeknowledge-
flows

knowledge-
flows

;,
flows easilye8S1ly , instead of beingbemgbeing-

pigeonholed
bemg-

pl&eonholedpigeon-holedpigeonholedpl&eon-holedpl&eonpleon& -- or specialized asas-

It
as-

itit tends to become in urban sitsit-

uations
sit-sit¬.-

uations.,. whether on the river-

bank
river-

bank
river-river-.

bank , atat-theatthe-. the fish camp , inI thethe-

schoolroom
the-

schoolroomschoolroom , on the traplinetraphne oror-

in
or-

inin the mining cutcut,, the learninglearning-

process
learning-

processprocess takes place , as a matter-
of

matter-
of

matter
ofofsurvivalsurvival and with joy In-

learning
inin-

teaminglearningteaming and doing..

The limits of an isolatedisolated-

Bush
isolated-

BushBush situasituauonsituationon are reached ,
howeverhowevet", whenwhel1 there are nono-

older
no-

olderolder , more experienced peoplepeople-

wIth
people-

withwith the particular knowledgeknowledge-
needed

knowledge-
neededneeded to meet specificecific chal-

lenges
chalchal-¬.-

lenges of a fast-changingfastchanging-- world .

For many ofofourour daily livliv-

ing
liv-liv¬.-

ingmg and survival activities , we

haveu - the' - hereuxperts-xpertsxpertsexpensexperts rightnght inmin-

our
m-

ourour commumtycommunitylunity ., among usus-

Yet
us-

YetYelYet for other activitiesacllvllles , wewe-

must
we-

mustmuslmust bringbnng inm the experts -
to share theirtheu knowledge andand-

expenences
and-

experiencesexperiencesexpenences withwlttl us . Or wewe-

must
we-

mustmust send out our own youngyoung-

people
young-

peoplepeople to gaingam knowledge andand-

experience
and-

expertenceexperienceexpertence to bringbnng back toto-

share
to-

shareshare with us These youngyoung-

people
young-

peoplepeople who venventureture forth toto-

become
to-

becomebecome the experts , to ""bnng-
home

"bringbring"bnngbnng"bring-

homehome the bacon " of knowledgeknowledge-

forfor us , must be capable andand-

can
and-

confidentcanconfidentfiden t..

A hungry village wouldwouldnotnotnot-

send
not-

sendsend forth to bringbnngbong back aa-

moose
a-

moosemoose a young man who hadhad-

no
had-

nono knowledge of trackingtrackmg , ofof-

weapons
of-

weaponsweapons , or of the country .

The village would try to selectselect-

aa strong hunter who had beenbeen-
successful

been-
successfulsuccessful intn nearby ..huntshuntshunts .

They would equip him withwtthwith-

the
wtth-

thethe best possible weapons andand-

gear
and-

geargeargear,. becausebecausebecausehehe would thenthen-
go

then-
gogo forth with the best chancechance-

of
chance-

ofof success - to bnngbring back thethe-

meat
the-

meatmeat needed by hungry people .
And so it must be - ifif-

young
if-

youngyoung people are to go forthforth-

and
forth-

andand bnngbring backbacknewnew skills andand-

ideas
and-

ideasideas ,. they must be weU-

prepared
wellweUwell-

preparedprepared - must have the bestbest-

learning
best-

learnmglearninglearnmg experiences the wholewhole-

commumty
whole-

communitycommunitycommumty can offer . LearningLearnmgLearning-

experiences
Learnmg-

expenencesexperiencesexpenences are not only thethe-

nesponstb1llty
the-

responsibilityresponsibilitynesponstb1llty of the school -
they are the responsibility ofof-

everyone
of-

everyoneeveryone : village elders , par-
ents

parpar-¬.-
ents , older brothers andandlistenandsisterslisterslistensisters ,
friends . For by dirrdltectdirect* contact ,
we allaU teach .

!'But'IutIutRut in a more subtle wway; ,
we also teach by exampleexampl'

.,
At times , this is an uncom-

fortable
uncom-

fortable
uncomuncom-¬-

fortable thought - it remindsreminds-
usus that even when we are notnot-
at

not-
atat our best , when our self-
control

self-
control

self-
control

self-self-
control is shaky , some youngyoung-
person

young-
personperson may be watching thethe-

example
the-

exampleexample x' we set . Whether ,. thethe-
le

the-
learninglelearningming that occursoccan is goodgoodororor-
bad

or-
badbad depends onan what we areare-
doing

are-
doingdoing - and on how that childchild-
interprets

child-
interpretsinterprets what we are8re dong .

Do you remember the

poster that we hadhadinintn the class-

room
classclass- ¬.-

room a few years ago ?

GIVE ME A FISH AND-

I'LL
AND-

I'LL
AND

I'LLILL' EAT FOR A DAY ,.

TEACH ME TO FISH ANDAND-

I'LL
AND-

I'LLI'LLILL' EAT FOR A LIFETIMELIFETIME-

Teaching

LIFETIME-

TeachingTTeachingeachmg a child to gelgetget-

along
get-

alongalong with people ,. to bebecap-cap-

able
cap-

able
cap-cap-cap-¬-

able inm whatever he sets forthforth-

to
forth-

toto do , to have pndepride inm a Job-
weU

jobjob-

wellwellweU done ,. to acquire new skillsskills-

and
skills-

andand to excel in the traditionaltradillonaltradillonal-
ones

traditional-
onesones - that is teaching a childduldchild-

to
duld-

toto fish . HelpingHelpmg a child developdevelop-

imagination
develop-

imaginationimagination and curiosity ,.

helpinghelplPg him gain the skills toto-

use

to-

useuse his full potentialpotentialasas a huhu-

man
hu-hu¬.-

man beingbemg - that is teachingteachmgteachmg-

a

teaching-

aa childchLld to fish .

In the past three years .,

Ruby has been numbednumbedandandand-

shocked

and-

shockedshocked by the tragic deathsdeaths-

of
deaths-

ofofofsoso many fine young people
-- the do-ersdoers-- , the leaders ,. thethe-

potential
the-

potentialpotential leaders . This hashas-

thrust
has-

thrustthrust burdenburden-

of
burden-

of
a heart-achingheartachingheart-.achingheart.aching.aching---.

of sadness upon us all . WeWe-

mourn

We-

mournmourn ; we grieve , we askask-

WHY

ask-

WHYWHY ? Yet around us , hfe-

goes
lifehfelife-

goesgoes on , whether we feel likelike-

keeping
like-

keepingkeeping up with it or not . TheThe-

gaps
The-

gapsgaps left behind by thesethese-

young
these-

youngyoung people seem Impossible-

to
impossible

to fill , at first .

But there is no turningturning-
away

turning-
awayaway from the fact that thesethese-

gaps
these-

gapsgaps must be filledfLlled - that ourour-

young
our-

youngyoung people must-bemustbe-- encour-
aged

encourencour- ¬.-

aged , must bebe-betrained- trained to faceface-

the
face-

thethe future confidently .
The world is changingchanging-

frighteningly
changing-

frighteninglyfrighteningly fastfast-fastParents..- Parents evev-

erywhere
ev-ev¬.-

erywhereerywhene share our fears andand-

hopes
and-

hopeshopes about the future , worryworry-

about
worry-

aboutabout suchsuchnegativenegative influencesinlJuencesinlJuences-
as

influences-
as

,
as drugs and alcohol on youngyoung-
hves

young-
livesliveshves . Young people everywhereeverywhere-
areare concerned about what theirtheir-

future
their-

futurefuture holds .,
- I, - >,

ThroughoutThroughoutrThroughoutourThroughout
r','ourourour state andand-

nationnationation , ' thinking people sharewreshare-

concern
wrec-

oncernconcern about thethe'losstheloss"' loss ""-

of
o-fofof inin-

dividual
in-in¬.-

dividualdlvldual freedom.. ''- which
w-

hichWhich.
' ''tantancan'tan-

occur
can-

occur
can

occur whenwhen'peoplewhenpeople,. ''peoplepeople ..delegate-
their

jdelegate.delegatedelegatedelegate-
theirtheir responsibilities to variousvarious-
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government agencies . They arear-
ereab2

are-

realizingreab2realizingng thatiliat young peoplepeople-

must
people-

mustmust have the training andand-

knowledge
and-

knowledgeknowledge from theirilieir hohomes ,

schools , and communitiescommumties toto-

do
to-

dodo thingsthihgs for themselves , to acac-

cept
ac-ac¬.-

cept responsibility , rather thanthan-

asking
than-

askingasking government agenciesagencies-

miles
agencies-

milesmiles away to handle theirtheir-

bves
their-

livesbveslives for them . .
TodayTodaywewe are gatheredpilieredgatheredgatheredtototo-

dedicate
to-

dedicatededicate this school bubuildingdmg toto-

the

to-

thethe memory ofofaaR young wo-

man
wowoowo-woo-

man
¬-

man.. Merreline exemplJfied-

throughout
exemplifiedexemplJfiedexemplified-

throughoutthroughout her life tremendoustremendous-
qualities

tremendous-
qualitiesqualities as a teacher , a leader ,

andandasas a warm and carlDgcaring* *huhu-

man
hu-hu> " --.

man being.. From 1her home ,

school , friendsfnends , commumty-
and

communitycommumtycommunity-
andand the world itself , sheshe-

learned
she-

learnedlearned - she absorbed knowl .

edge as thethe-

melting
moss soaks up thethe-

melting
the-

meltmgmeltingmeltmg snow ofofspringspring.. What-

she
What-

she
What

she learned , she shared - andand-

she
and-

sheshe shared , because she cared .

MerrelmeMerrebneMerreline respected thethe-

past

the-

pastpast , enjoyed the present , andand-

was

and-

waswas cluchallenged1enged by and pre-

pared
prepre-¬.-

pared for the future . AndAnd-

she

And-

sheshe did thisililS with enthusiasm ,

eagerness , enjoyment .,

IIrecallrecall my first encounterencounter-
with

encounter-
withwith Merrelme-sheMerrelmesheMerrebne-sheMerrebneMerreline-sheMerreline- waved vigVlgvig-

orously
vig-vig¬.-

orously from the cut at Long-

Creek
Long-

Creek
Long

Creek where she was operatingoperating-
the

operating-
thethe giant81ant.. She was not confinedconfined-
by

confined-
byby playing a traditional wo-

men's
wowo-wo-

men's
-¬-

men'smens' role , although she ap-ap--

preciated this role fully . II-

recall

I-

recallrecall her tackling constructionconstruction-
ofof .her.her own home - her enthusenthllSenthuseenthuse-

iasm
;;

""-

asm
a- smiasm in puttingputtingtogether.,.togethertogether a spotspot-

of
spot-

ofofif her own . I) recall her aVl-

dcunoslty
avidaVldavid-

curiositycuriositycunoslty at the use of thethe-

abundant
the-

abundantabundant educational hardware ,._
in her firstfust teaching job - herher-

joy
her-

joyjoy at mastering these toolstools-

which
tools-

whichwhichwhichcouldcould be used to helphelp-

her
help-

herher students learn..
She had confidence and thethe-

wilhngness
the-

willingnesswillingnesswilhngness to tackle newnew-

things
new-

thingsthings , new roles , new placesplaces-

with
places-

withwith enthusiasm , imaginationnagtnauon ,

curiosity and tenacity . SheShe-

had
She-

hadhad a bubbling zest for bfelife , -

an abiding faith in people .

With these attributesattnbutes , sheshe-

broadened
she-

broadenedbroadened her own honzons-
and

horizonshonzonshorizons-
andand expanded her skills - andand-

shared

and-

sharedshared her experiencesexpenences withwith-

others
with-

othersothers... Thus she was a greatgreat-

person
great-

personperson and a fine teacherteacher-

In

teacher-

In

teacher-

InIn 1974 , MerrelineMerrelme was subsub-

stituting

sub-

sututmg
sub-sub¬-

stitutingsututmg at the Ruby school..

She had been workingworkmg out ofof-

Galena

of-

GalenaGalena" ' tna for the regionalre810nal cor-

poration

cor-

tionat

cor-cor-.

poration for several years ,

helping pioneer the organiza-

tional
organlZaorganiza-organiza '-

tionattlonaltional work of the Alaska NaNa-

tive

Na-Na¬.-

tivetlve ClaimsClams Settlement Act ,

but seemedseemedatat an unsettledunsettled-
point

unsettled-
pomtpointpomt in her lifelife-lifehfe1life"I.

"'- ""II thinkthmkthink-

other
thmk-

otherother people need to take overover-

some

over-

somesome of the jobs I'veIve'' beenbeen-

doing
been-

doingdoing , ". she told me . ""MoreMore"More-

people
"More-

peoplepeople need to take on thesethese-

responsib
these-

responsibilitiesresponsibresponsibilitieslt1es to understandunderstand-
wha

understand-
whatwhawhatt IS involved .

K"

We valued her as a substi-

tute
suDstisubsti-substi-.

tute teacher , for she communi-
cated

communicommuni- .-
cated well with the town , par-

ents
par-

ents
par-par-

ents and students . TeachingTeaching-
in10in one'sones' home town IS never-

easy
nevernever-

easyeasy ; yet a hometown personperson-

has
person-

has--has-has a special sort of undeunderunder-

standing
under-under.-

standing that outsiders seldomseldom-

acquire

seldom-

acquireacquire .

She worked impreimpressivelyimpressively-

with
impressively-

with
;

with the youngsters ; she enen-

couraged
en-en¬.-

couraged , she prodded gently-

and
gently-

and
gently-

she

gently-gently-
andandsometandsometimessometsometimesnes , very effective-

ly
effectiveeffective-.-

Iyly , she ranted and raved . OftenOften-

she
Often-

sheshe looked a ''youngsteryoungsteryoungster in thethe-

eye
the-

eyeeye and said firmlyfumly , """YouYou :CANtANtAN-
do

CAN-

dodo it . I) know you can .
K"KSheSheShe-

had
She-

hadhad confidence in10 the ababilityability-

of
ityity-

ofof people and expected themthem-

to
them-

toto put out their best efforts ..

At this ttimene , she lacked justjust-

one
just-

oneone math course to completecomplete-
her

complete-
herher teaching credentials -
and worriedwomed that she'dshed' nevernever-

make
never-

makemake the grade inm the coursecourse-

We

course-

WeWe discussed this often ,,, for 1II-

felt

I-

feltfelt strongly that we neededneeded-

Merrehhe
needed-

Merreime""errelineerrelineMerrehheMerreime inm our schoolschoolsystemsystsystem-

as
systemsystem-

asas; a fully-accreditedfullyaccreditedfullYJccredtted-.; teachteach-

One
teacherteacher-

One
teacher-

OneOne afternoon , as we sharedshared-

aa cup of tea after a hectichectic-

day
hectic-

day
hectic-

dayday , I encouraged ,. prodded ,

rantedinted and raved - andand-SheandSheandsheandSher-
esisted

--jhe-sheshejhe-
sisled

she-

resistedresistedsisled ., AtAI this pointpomt , 1I f1ung-

her
flungf1ungflung-

her
flung-

herher words back at her , ""VV"YouYou"You-

CAN
"You-

CAN
oUoU-

CANCAN do ifIt :;, II know you can ... "

As you know , she complel-
ed

complet-
ed

completcomplel-complelcomplet- ¬-

ed that math course and bebe-

came

be-

sense

be-be-.

carnecame a teacher in the formalformal-
sense

formal-
sensesense of the word . Our livesfives

are all richer becabeca-

mtinued
because she did .

She mtinuedcontinued to Ilearn , toto-

share
to-

shareshare , and to serve herber com-

munity
comcom-¬.-

munity in many ways .

-- For some people , life lastslasts-

many

lasts-

manymanymanyyears-.-yearsyears.years :; forTor others , timetunetune-

on

tune-

onon this earth is brief... I'veIve''' askedasked-

myself

asked-

myselfmyself what sort of messagemessage-

my

message-

mymy fnendfriend MerrelineMerrebne WDul-

dwant

wouldWDuldwould-

wantwant me to transmit to you .

Through the sadness and thethe-

warm

the-

warmwarm memoriesmemones , this thoughtthought-

kept

thought-

keptkept repcatmgrepeating:ting itselfitself-

RememberRemember me In Ihethe warm

glow of the sumetsunset , in thethe-

pastel
the-

putelputelpastel shDdoWJshadows of the WU-
fermzil

wint-

er
WU/f-WUfwint-wint/-

erermziltwiLtwiL-

Remember
.

Remember mete when youyou-

.esomellung
you-

sersomething..e-somellung.esomellung.eesomellungser-somethingsersomething.-- thing If/ didndulndidn'tdidnt''tt quite-

have
qUIte-

Mye
quite

Myehave. . .tunetime..ieie totoin//ininJintthfinishh up -
and get thelhetheoft//oftoftlobjob done ..

When ..omelhmgomelhmgsomethingethmg comescomer upup-
iM

up-

that11141that I could--iMiM hayehave* .( helpedhelped-

WIth

helped-

withWIth , remberremember_ mee by get-

ting
get-

ting
get-getgel-'

tingIUlg in thereIhere and doidOing 11it".

The flmetunee for grieragneymggrieving andand-

mournmg
and-

mourningmournmgmourning uis over- - '. CoGoCobrtA//brtAbrtAforthforthI-

nIO
forth-

IntoInIOInto youryourlyet//lyetlyetlives , .nioymgnioymgenloymgenjoying. lhe-

betl
thelhethe-

bestbetlbest ourout of eachh day -
and rrytry roto make romorrowtomorrowromorrow-
eyen

tomorrow-
eveneyeneven bellerbetterbetter'-

You''YouYou CAN dodo1//11it . I kknowknow-

you '".
you can .

."


