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Panel told huntinghuntingviolationviolation penalties must hit in the pocketbook
By BILL HESSHESS-
Tundr

HESS-
TundraTundrTundra. TimTimes. StoStaffStaff-

If
"

If penalties for fishfistsfishandandand-

game
and-

gamegame violations are to bebe-

effective
be-

effectiveeffective , as a deterrent , theythey-
must

they-
mustmust hit the perpetrators in thethe-

pocketbook
the-

pocketbookpocketbook . FishFishandand GameGame-

OffICials

Game-

officialsofficials meeting with a specialspecial-

commISSion
special-

commissioncommISSioniission lookinglookmg intomto waysways-

to
ways-

toto make sentencing more UO-

lform
uni-

form
UOl-UOluni-uni-

form throughout the state !hadradrad-

a

had-

aa chance last week to expressexpress-

their
express-

theirtheir frustrations with penal ¬.
ties that are administeredadmmlStered unun-
evenly

un-un¬.-
evenly ,. and which do lIttle-
to

littlelittle-
toto prevent future VIolations-

MOur
violationsviolations-

"Our""OurOurMOur feeling is that thethe-

whole
the-

wholewhole fish and game code

needs loto be reevaluated-
said

reevaluated-
said

re-evaluatedreevaluatedre-evaluated--- ,.
"-

""ididsaid Nick Szabo ,. Chairman ofof-

the
of-

thethee Board of Fisheries ""AllAll"All-
fISh

"All-
fishlishfISh and game violationsviolationsarevlolatJam-arevlolatJamarevlolatJamare-
misdemeanors

---areareare-
misdemeanorsmisdemeanorsJ " neanors Some need 10-

be
to10to-

bebeBe re-classifiedreclassifiedre-classlfiedclasslfiedreclasslfiedasreclassifiedas-- as feloniesfelomes OurOur-

feehng
Our-

feelingfeelingfeehng is that it ( the Illega-
ltakmg

illegalillega-
ltakingtakingtakmg of Alaska'sAlaskas' fish andand-

game
and-

game
and-

negamene ) is not a lot differentdifferent-

n

different-

than
different-

thanthann breakingbreakmg into Fort KnoxKnox-

and
Knox-

andand stealingstealmg the gold "
AA r.otrotrecent. ,.. AiciraAlaska., JudicialJudicial-

Council
Judicial-

CounctlCounctlCouncilCounctlreportCouncilreportreport showeded that thethe-

punIShment
the-

punishmentpunishment a violator receivesreceives-
can

receives-
cancan have a greagreatt deal to dodo-

with
do-

withwith where the violation oc0<.oc-

curred
oc-oc¬.-

curred . In the KuskokwtmKuskokwun ire-

gion
reore-rereo-

glOn

-

gionglOn the average fine for COLcom-

mercial
com-

mercial
com-com. -

mercial fishingfis/ungfisung/ was S$$1.0221.022102251,022510221.0221022., 71 .,

comparedpared to only $$436.23436.2343623S436.23S436235436.23543623. In-

Southeast
inin-

SoutheastSoutheasttheast Alaska One propos-
al

propospropos-¬.-

al pendingpendmg before the statestate-

Legislature
state-

legislature1legislature? gislature to remedy this SI-

tuation

sit-

ition
sit-

uation
sit-sit-

uationition would be mandatorymandatory-
minimum

mandatory-
mmunumminimummmunum senteni.essenteniessentenLessentences. for thosethose-

Lonvlcted
those-

convictedconvictedLonvlcted ofofcommlttmgofcommittingcommittingcommlttmg dIffer-

ent
differdiffer-

entent violaviolationslionslions-

Yet
violationsYet
Yet ., DIDistrict> tncl ('Court'ounoun JudgeJudge-

Robin
Judge-

RobinRobin Taylor who hears casescases-

in

cases-

minm theIhe Wrangell Petersburg areaarea-

warned
area-

wdrnedwarnedwdrned that mandatormandatorymandatol")) minimmlmini-

mum
mml-

mummum sentences should bebe-

looked
be-

lookedlooked at very Larefullv-

T

Larefullv-

d
carefullvLarefullvcarefullycarefullv-

Tavlor
carefully-

TaylorTTavlorTaylord\ddlor\ lor stated thatthaI suchsULh leg-

islative
leg-

slatve
legleg-¬-

,islativeslatve, actionadl"nadln" nno" mattermdtl.rmdtlr. howhow-

"ell
how-

well"well"ellell mtentionedmtentlnnedintentionedmtentlnnedLouldintentionedcouldcouldLould createuealecreate-

problems
ueale-

problemsproblems ,ildf it 'wasW'dSWdS ""illill"IIIIII"dldl"dlconLOcon-con-.

celvcdceived ., not well thought out
.".

Taylor noted that proposedproposedl-

egJsla
proposed-

legislationlegJslalegislationtlOn wouldwo1.1ldwo11ld. :jaUcall fOLfor2m-

andatory
for-2-for2- -

mandatorymandatory-mandatorymandatorysentence-
sentencesenlence of threethree-

days..- days
d-

aysdays in10 jail ""II guarantee therethere-

are
there-

areare places inan Southeast wherewhere-

a( a vIOlaviolatortor fishingfishmg inan closedclosed-

waters
closed-

waterswaters ) can ''makemakemake $$30.00030.00030000S30.000S30000$30,000., !

That'sThats'' $$10,00010000510,000510000I 0,0000000, a day forfor-

e

for-

three
for-

threethreee days in10 jailjatl . $$500500S500 is onlyonly-

a

only-

alla smallall fee "

Taylor emphasIZediized that thethe-

person
the-

personperson could plead guiltygutlty ,

quickly serve his timetune , andand-

then
and-

thenthen be out takingtakmg fish onceonce-

again

once-

agamagainagam ""That'sThats' if he'shes' dumbdumb-

enough
dumb-

enoughenough to plead out '"" TaylorTaylor-

slressed
Taylor-

stressedstressedslressed He could insteadmsleadinstead-

plead
mslead-

pleadpleadplead"not""notnot guilty ,
" demand aa-

JUry

a-

juryjury trialtnal., pay the bond , andand-

be
and-

bebe out fishmgfishing unmed13telyimmediately .

Taylor saidud that his exper-

ience
exper-

mum

exper-exper-.
lenceience WllhwithWllhmandatorywithmandatorymandatory mini-

mum
mini-

mum
mini-mini-

mum sentences for drunk driv-

ers

drivdnvdriv- ¬.-
ers demonstratesdemonstrales that the man-

Yet

man-

datory
man-

datory
man-man-

datory mmunumminimum sentencessentences-
tend

sentences-
tendtend to become the standardstandard-
sen

standard-
sentencesensentencetence
sentenceYettenceVet

YetVet present statutesslatules do nol-

serve
notnolnot-

serveserve as adequate deterdeterrentsdeterrents-
Taylor

deterrents-
TaylorTaylor notednoled that the maxi-

mum
maxImaxi-.-

mum fine which could be imunim-

posed
im-im¬.-

vio1vIOlators" ' *II' ' ° -posed on currencurrently> IS

$$5,0005000$5.0005.000,. ThatThat IS a small pncepriceprice-
tolo10to papay> for someone who ccancan-

make
can-

makemake $$50.00050.00050000S50.OOOS50OOO$50,000., by fishingfishmg in-

closed
minm-

closedclosed "waters"atersaters

There are other problemsproblems-
with

problems-
withwith mandatotymandatory sentences

. _ F.alfbankjlFalfbankjlFairbanks. nkj DistrictOIstnct Court JudgeJudge-

Sieve
Judge-

SteveSieveStevesieve KlineKhne cited an exampleexample-

ofofofaa hunter who shot a cowcow-

moose
cow-

mooseloosemoose by accident.. He report-

ed
report-

wd

report-report-.-

wded the incidentmCldenl himselfhunself.. ShouldShould-

he
Should-

hehe auautomaticallytomatIcaUy receive thethe-

same
the-

samesamele penalty as a true poach-

Khne

poach-

er
poach-poach-.-

er:?
KhneKline also notednoled the dispar-

ity
dlspar-

lIy
dispardlspar-dlspardispar-¬-

itylIy between the seriousnesssenousness ofof-

the
of-

thethe violation by a man whowho-

hves
who-

liveshveslives inm the interiormtenor Bush anand..
takes. _ s illegal fish , and the mamanman-

who
man-

whowho takes 20,00020000, fish $$200200S200$200-

can
S200-

cancan sound likehke quitequlle a lot101 10-

the
to10to-

thethe man inan the Bush ,
,"" hehe-

noled
he-

notednotednoled ,.
""whilewhile the other couldcould-

pay
could-

paypay $$5.0005.0005000S5.000S5000$5,000., and laughlaughallall thethe-

way
the-

wayway to the bank "

There are plaLesplaces min thethe-

stale
the-

statestalestate where vlolalorsviolators takmgtaking il-

legal

tIil-il.-
legal crabs are bemgbeing luthit with-

civil
wllhwithwllh-

civilcivil ., ralherrather than cmnmaIcriminal suits-
In

sullssuitssulls-
InIn such cases theUtheir' boats cancan-

be
can-

bebe seIZed and held , and pen-

alties
pen-penpen-

alties
--

alties run higher ,. An averageaverage-

penalty
average-

penaltypenalty is S$$10,0001000010,000510,000510000, ., :said Tay-

lor
TayTay-.-

lor HavingHavmg boats setseIZed; coup-

led
coup-

led
coup-coup-

ledledwithwithwithugher/higher/ugherugher ppenalties cre-

ales
cre-

ates
cre-cre-

alesates an economIC hardship onon-

Ihe
on-

thetheIhe perpetratorperpeuater and serves asas-

a

as-

aa deterrent ..

_- ThThe KKenai._ PeninsulaPenuuula Bor-

ough
BorBor- ¬.-

ough demands a 45-day45day-- jaDpiljailjaD-

Sentence
jail-

sentence
pil-

sentenceSentence for anvnnanyone< . rnnw-f.Hrnnwf.Hrnnwf.HfHrnnwf.H-
of

conVICtedconVICted-

of

- .
of takinglakmg an iillegal moose This-

too
ThtsThis

too100 createscreales a hardship . NotNot-

only
Not-

onlyonly is jail unpleasant , but 4545-

days
45-

daysdays of it1\1\1ISis likelyhkely to cost thethe-

vIOla

the-

violatorvIOlaviolatorlor a job


