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Bethel region opens new hospital
Ribbon-cuttingRibboncuttingRibbonutting-.: dedJcatiOD-

ceremonies
dedicationdedJcatiODdedication-

ceremoniesceremonies of the new 32.5-

million
32.332332.532532.5-

m
..

YukonKusko-
kwm

Yukon-Kusko-YukonKuskoYukonKusko-
kwim

YukonKusko-
kwun

-mmillionIllon dollar - --

kwmkwunkwim Delta Hospital itat Bethel,,
Alaska took place today .

The 95-thousand95thousand9S.thousand9Sthousand-. square-footsquarefootIquareootsquire-footsquire-.(- ,

50-bed50bed5O-bed5O--- hospital winwill open ita-

doors
itsitaits-

doorsdoors in early September . It Is-

a
iiIsis-

aa complete , aeIfself-containedselfcontained-- ntained rere-

giottal
reore-rereo-

gional
¬-

gionalgiottal medical facilityfad1ity . ServicesSmIIes:Services-

include
SmIIesI-

ncludeinclude general medicalmodJca1 patientpatient-
care

patient-
carecare coveringcowring both adult andand-

pediatric
and-

pediatricpediatric sendeessemcesservices and dentaldental-

care
dental-

carecare . FuHFunFull terriersIerviceIservices wfllwill be availa-

ble
availaavaila-¬.-

ble for obstetricalobstotrica1 patients andand-

care
and-

carecare of their new.bomnewbomnewbornnewom*. infantainfants..

Complete ambulatory cueare am-

vices
am-am-h.:hf-

ull
vices wfflwill=be provided alalong=withwith-

fullfuQfull supportIUppOIt laboratory andan-
dradiolo

and-

radiologyradiologyradiolo serviceIIInkes-IIInkesmrvicea-IIInkesfor* for both In-

pa
fa-

patient
in-

patient
fa-faIn-In--

papatient
patientThe t andO:=ambulatory patients .

The Yukcfl-KnskokwtaYukcflKnskokwtaYukon4udtokw- DeltaDel-
taSeeSeeSerjjceSer1Jce* Unit ofcI AlaskaA1ab Area

Native Health Service pprOYldesprovidesprOYlde-
shealth

provides-
healthhealth cancareare and semeaemcesservices forfor-

approximately
for-

approximatelyapproximately 20,00020000,, residents ,
most of whom areue Native , In-

o
inin-

overooverr SO50 villages in the Yukon-

Kuskokwim
Yukon-

Kuskokwim
Yukon-Yukon-.

Kuskokwim Delta Region,,
Bering Sea Coast and adjoiningadjoining-
Tundn

adjoining-
TundraTundraTundn Region..

It'iItiIt'aItalea' health care deliverydeBvery systemsystem-

II
system-

isisII supplemented by the Yukon-
Kuskokwim

Yukon-
Kuskokwtm

Yukon-Yukon-.
KuskokwimKuskokwtm Health CorporationCorporation-
tIuough

Corporation-
throughthroughtIuough its training of Commu-

nity
CommuCommu-Commun-

i&y
-¬-

nityni&yniy& Health AidesAidea and Commu-
nity

CommuCommu-¬.-
nityni&yniy& Health RepresentativesRepresentatiws,,
mental health program , hospital-
related

hospital-
related

hospital-hospitalhospital-
related

--

related programsprograma and variousvarious-

programa
various-

programsprogramsprograma of the Alaska Depart-
ment

DepartDepart- ¬.-
ment of Health and Socia-
lSenIcea

Social-

Services
Social

ServicesSenIcea..
Hoffman ConstructionConstnlction Com-

pany
ComCom-Com-

pany
-¬-

pany waswu &jesponsibleJe&POIlIibIoJePOIlIibIoresponsible for con-

struction
concon--con-

ttructJon
¬-

structionttructJon management of thethe-

Jew
the-

sew:newJewsew complex.. LocalLoal contractscontmtl:

were negotiated wwithth the AleutAleut-

CorporationCorporation , Walsh and CCo ., toto-

performrti :; :: :perform all of the siteee-

C

work ,

pue-dnvmgpuednvmgpile-drivingpiledriving-- , erecting the strUctu-

ral
structu-

ral
structustrUctu-¬-

ral steel and precast floorfloor'
sys-

tem
sysS1-S1sys-sys)'-S1t-

ern
¬-

temtern . The new hospitalhospltal'ishospltalisis builtbuilt-

on
built-

onon pilings becausebecaWle of environ-

mental
environ-

mental
environenviron-¬-

mental conditionscondiuons.. The climateclimate-

isisi .sub-arcticsubarctic.ubucticubuctic--;: with the averageaverage-

temperature
average-

temperaturetemperature below freezing forfor-

acven
for-

sevensevenacven monthsmontlu of the year ., Con-

structed
ConCon-¬.-

structed on permafrost , cold airair-

will
air-

wmwfllwmwill circulate underneath thethe-

hospital
the-

hospitalhospital to keep temperaturestemperatures-
constant

temperatures-
constantconstant and to prevent deterio-

ration
deteno-

ration
deteriodeteno-detenodeterio--¬-

ration of the permafrost . OtherOther-

new
Other-

newnew systemssystem installed areueare-

electronic
ue-

electronilelectronicelectronil:: monitors for tempera-
ture

temperatempera-¬.-
ture changeschange., refrigerationrefri&erationrefrieration& forfor-

maintainin
for-

maintainingmaintainingmaintainin& feethe permafrostpennafrost. andand-

heaYf
and-

heavyheavyheaYf insulationinIuIation with II11dwich-

panels
sandwichII11dwichsandwich-

panelspanels onOIl the structural frame-

work
frameframe-frame-

work
-¬-

work .


