
Other VoicesVoice-
sAlaskan

Voice-
sAlaskanAlaskan Politics : ApathyAcathv InactionInactionI-
fIf apathy was a disease , we in Alaska would be suff-

ering
suffsuff- ¬.-

eringenng fromfrDm a major outbreak , if not an actual epidemic .

IItt is not unusual for any given populace to suffer per-
iods

perper-¬.-
iodslods of apathy in regard to its involvement in the elec-

toral
elecelec- ¬.-

toral processprDcess However , it is unusual for this apatheticapathetic-
psychology

apathetic-
psychologypsychology to impact such a broad spectrum of bothboth-
the

both-
thethe ethnic and social stratas of our collective society .

There are obviously many reasons for this lack of actionaction-
on

action-
onon the part of much of our populace ,. but it is difficultdifficult-
toto pinpoint anyanyoneone major cause . It goes without say-

ing
saysay- ¬.-

ing that we must find the cause of our non-involvementnoninvolvementnonnvolvementnonnvolvement-
and

noninvolvement-
and

-. ,

and attempt to rectifyrectifyItit if we are to move forth as aa-

political
a-

politicalpolitical forceforce-
Natives

force-
Natives

force-
NativesNatives of Anchorage rrecently= <,,0.T0.T0T, , . . . formed. . , , , = aa ,local* a , ,PoliticalPolitical-

Action
Political-

Action
, , ,. .

Action Committee The committee has actively raisedraised-
money

raised-
moneymoney for candidates and has worked door.todoortodoor-to-doordoorto-. -.<:foor In-

support
inin-

supportsupport of those they feel comfortable with . The Anchor-
age

AnchorAnchor-¬.-

age Native Political Action CommitteeCommrtte should only be thethe-
first

the-
frrstfirstfrrst group formed and this small start should become thethe-
first

the-
frrstfirstfrrst step in a long range political planning process thatthat-
will

that-
willwill eventually impact every NativeNativ community in ourour-
entire

our-
entireentire state We have enough people to becomebecom a strongstrong-
political

strong-
politicalpolitical force , but we will have no more strstrengthngth than wewe-

do
we-

dodo now >IfIfwef we do not start working as a statewide teamteam-
In

team-
inin the Ididentificationntlflcation of people we can support and ,inin-

the
nn-

thethe raising of monmoneyy and support staff to enhance theirtheir-
efforts

their-
effortsefforts It is my suggestion that we look to the AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
FederationFederation of Natives Convention in Anchorage as thethe-
point

the-
pontpojntpontpoint., to meet and develop some basic strategy for thisthis-
year

this-
yearyearyear s General ElectionElection-

ItIt appears that many do not vote simply becausebecause-
they

because-
theythey cannot believe that their single vote will make aa-

dIfference
a-

differencedifference Remember that Adolph Hitler came Into-
power

intointo-
powerpower on the strength of one single vote RutherfordRutherford-
BB6 Hayes became president of the United States onon-
a

on-
aa mandate of one singlesongle vote , andandwewe speak EnglishEnglish-
Instead

English-
insteadinstead of German in the United States because Eng-

lish
Eng-

lish
EngEng-¬-

lish was chosen as our national language by one vote .

Just think how the world would have been altered ifif-

we
if-

wewe had one Eskimo and one Indian livinghVlng in GermanyGermany-
atat the time of the election Obviously , our peoplepeople-
would

people-
wouldwould not have been swayed by his rhetoric and hehe-

would
he-

wouldwould have lost the electionectlon by one vote . Or ,. ififwewewe-

had
we-

hadhad been involved in the selection of our nationalnational-
language

national-
languagelanguage ,. it might have become either some dialectdialect-
of

dialect-
ofof Eskimo or the lanquaqelanguage of a tribetnbe of Indians .

Making light of history does not change the fact thatthat-
In

that-
inin many instances the direction of our entire country ,

and even the world , was changed by one vote . EveryEvery-
vote

Every-
votevote coucountscounts-

We
counts-

We
ntsnts-

WeWe couldcou'dcoud' use an old cop-outcopout-- and say that we don'tdontdon't-
have

don't-
have

'

have any Ernest GruenmgsGruenlngsGruenings or Emil Nottis running thisthis-
year

this-
yearyear ,. but that would only reflect a part of the truth .

It is true that real statesmen like those two gentlemengentlemen-
areare few and far between ,. but those running for officeoffice-
this

office-
thisthis year do offer us a broad range of choices .

We hear loud and prejudiced voices speaking againstagainst-

what
against-

whatwhat we have worked to achieve andandwewe hear soft andand-

empathetic
and-

empatheticempathetic voices talk of how theytl1ey' would like to help usus-

reach
us-

reachreach new levels of achievementachievement . We hear intellectuallyintellectually-
aptapt cadidatescadldates speak to us ,inn language we can understandunderstand-
and

understand-
andand meptInept ones try to speak over our heads in hopes ofof-

baffling
of-

bafflingbaffling Usu's' with bull manure We believe some , andand-

some
and-

somesome we have learned never to believe again .

Yes , we have choices , but without taking the timetime-

to
time-

toto uunderstandderstand the candidates and then working on be-

half
bebe-be-

half
-¬-

half of those we believe in ,. we willwillnbtnbt elect those ofof-

our
of-

ourour choice Again ,. we will have lost our chance toto-

have
to-

havehave people in office we can trust and believe 1nin , andand-

In

and-

inin turn , we will have lost their support , had they wonwon-

their
won-

theirtheir races .

It is said that a politician tries to see both sides ofofanof-anofanofani-
ssue

--anan1In1In-

issueissue so that he can get around it . We must learn to seesee-

both
see-

bothboth sides of the politician so that we can elect aroundaround-

himnim-nimhimnimClifford-. Clifford A _ BUckBlack ,. Sr .


