
Prehistoric womanwomanI-

u1s

woman-

hashasIu1sIu1s'storyhasstory'-story'story-story for us

Though she livedhved 1600 yean-
ago

yearsyeanyears-
agoago , quiteqwte a bit is now known aa-

bout
a-

bout
a-a-.

bout one Eskimo woman resi-
dent

resireslresi-¬.-
dent of StSL. Lawrence Island ,
located midwaynudway between Siber-
ia

SiberSiber-¬.-
ia and Alaska in the BeringBenng Sea .

The entireenme story is told by thethe-

woman's
the-

woman'swoman'swomans' body , found frozenfrozen-
when

frozen-
whenwhen beachbeacherosion<erosion exhumed-
her

exhwnedexhumedexhwned-
her

' '
her .

Prior tto1<, reburial in herhcherhome-
Gnd

herhom-
el

her-home-herhomeherhome-herhome- -llandGndd , a varietyvanety of sophisticatedsoplust.icatedsoplusticatedsophisticated-
analyses

soplust.icated-

analyses
.

inatysesanalyses of the woman'swomans' natural-
ly

naturalnatural-¬.-
lyIy mummified body have indica-

ted
indicaindica-¬.-

ted something about how she h-

ved
lili-

ved
h-hli-li¬-

ved andaud how she died after herher-

childbearing
her-

childbearlngchild-bearingchildbearingchild-bearlngbearlng-- yearsyean at age 53 , oror-

thereabouts
or-

thereaboutsthereabouts... A fractured skullskull-

and
skull-

andand moss fibersfiben inside her lungslungs-
Indicated

lungs-
IndkatedindicatedIndkated: that the woman hadhad-

dJed
had-

dieddieddJed during the cave-incaveincave-mmcave-tntn-- of herher-

sod
her-

sodsod househowe . Asphyxiationsph'ZlluonsphZlluonAsphyzstion)' (smo-

g

smo-

thering
smo-smosmo-

thenng
--

thenngthering)g) directly ccaused herher-

death
her-

deathdeath , rather than the blow toto-

her
to-

herher head .

Had she livedhved in modmodemmodern ti-

mes
u-

rnes
u-uti-ti-

rnesmess , researchers mightought have atat-

tributed
at-at'.-

tributed the carbon deposits inmin-

the
m-

thethe woman'swomans' lungs to her beingbemg aa-

habitual
a-

habitualhabitual smoker of<:cigarettes:1gatCttes1gatCttes.. InIn-

stead
In-In¬.-

stead , the cause isu more likely
53 yeanyears around open cooking-

and
cookmgcookingcookmg-

andand heatmgheating fires-

She

firesfire-

sShe

..

"--"ShrShr-She-She-SheShehad- hadhadotherother troubtroublestroubleses , totootoo-
Her

too-
HerHer teeth were wornwon down,, andand-
she

and-
sheshe suffered from coronary ar-

tery
ar-

tery
ar-ar-

tery disease , a condition we tendtend-
to

tend-
toto IISSO<:associateJate with hvmgliving inm a

stressful technologicaltechnologJCal :
,;)Cletysociety .

She once had pneumoniapnewnotul ,. and-

she
and-

she
and

she had a sideways curvature toto-

her
to-

herher spine that probably gave her-

an
her-

an
her

an abnormal walking gait .

On the brighterbnghter side of lifehfehfe-

are
life-

areare elaborate tattoos revealed byby-
Infrared

by-
infraredinfrared photography of the wowo-wo-
man's

wo-
man's

-¬

man'smans' arms.. Most of the mark-

ids

mark-

ings
mark-mark-.

Ings are in the form ofofalternatalternat-
ing

alternat-
mg

alternat-alternat-
mging bandsids and rows of dots exex-

tending
ex-

tendmg
ex-ex¬-

tendingtendmg partiallyparttaIly around the lolo-lolo-
wer

lo-
wer

-¬

wer arms.. VarietyVanety is provided byby-
aa row of roundish designsdeSIgIIS onon-
one

on-
oneone arm similar to one on the-

back
the-

back
the

back of the opposite hand and-

by
and-

by
and

by a completely different circu-
lar

circu-
lar

circucircu-¬-

lar design on the other hindhand . ItIt-

would
It-

wouldwould be interesting to know-

what
know-

what
know

what these patterns represent ,.
Justma asas nIt would be able to knowknow-

more
know-

moremore aboutbout the EskimoEslumoEskuno way ofof-

hfe
of-

lifelifehfe 11600600 years ago .


