
firefightersfirelightersfirefigFire lightersatershters discussdiscadiscuss
cutbacks in funding

members of thethealaskaalaska fire service
from ketchikan to barrowbarrow met recent-
ly atagtheafthethe new kodiakxodiakbodiak conference
center and spent considerable time
discussing the operation of an checwet
tive fire service during this time of
fallingfailing revenues and layoffs

one hundred forty fiverive members of
the alaska state Firefire lightersfighters and fire
chiefs met for the firstfirt ever joint
conference

another key issue discussed was
how the cutbacks inln staiestatestatesupportsusupportrt to
agencies such as the state3tatetaie krogstrogstforestry
state fire service training and

gthelo10

state fire marshal willwilI1 affect local
departmental operations

several resolutions were passed by
conference participantsparticiputsparticiparts to0 support con-
tinued or additional funding for
primary state agenciesagincies thatthit directly
support local fire departments

the conference consensus was that
cuttingcuttin these vital supportsu it agencies
willleerode f10hreprevendonoil andim suppres-
sion

ies
asai wewell1 itias rerescueicedicud w-teffortsorts

throughout the state andwid will ultimately
result in additional property loss and
even deaths and injuries to alaskansalaskasAlaskans

after the closingclosini business session
the annual firefightersfirefighterfirifighterfirefighter competitions in
such areas as ladder raising flfireire ex
tinguisher use airpacktirpack donning andark
others were held valdez volunteer
fire department took home the trophy
as the overall competition winner


