Federal agency’s
survey indicates
increase in geese

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
has completed its annual fall survey of
emperor geése, and survey observers
said theré' wefe more juvenile
emperors in flocks than in the last few
years.
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The survey was thl: eighth annual
survey of emperors made by the agen-
cy and covers all coastal areas. from
Bethel to Cold Bay on the north side
of the Alaska Peninsula and Cold Bay
to Anchorage on the south side of the
peninsula.

The goose nests along the west coast
of Alaska and east coast of the Soviet
Union. About 90 percent of the world
population nests on the Yukon-
Kuskokwim Delta, according to Dick
Pospahala, chief of migratory birds for
the service in Alaska.

*“The birds winter primarily in the
Aleutians, and during migration they
use several key staging areas which in-
clude lagoons and estuaries between
Izembek Lagoon, Alaska Peninsula
and Chagvan-Nanvak Bays in Bristol
Bay."

The population decline of the geese
has been a major concern for water-
fow] managers, Native groups, con-
servation organizations and hunters
who have participated in n;foliuing
a plan to reduce harvest

eese that nest on the Yukon-
uskokwim Delta.

The Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta
Goose Management Plan has called
for no hunting of cackling Canada
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