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Davida Carroll and her award-winning steer Bully
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Love makes Bully good

By Bill Hess

Tundra T srrees

There is joy and sorrow in
Davida Carroll’s heart as she
leads Bully through a drizzily
Fain ACTOSS green ETass toward
an §1,850.00 paycheck.

High overhead, the frosted
peaks of the Chugach moun-

tains  disappear into  heavy
clouds while the silty, glacial-
fed waters of the Matanuska
River cut at the very edge of
the Carroll family's property,
just outside of Sutton

A. black cowboy hat with a
sagging brim protects the |2-
year-old Athabascan girl's face

from the rain, but enough
drops work their way in to
conceal any tears which might
escape  from her happy-sad
eyes,

Bully 15 a black Angus steer:
fat, pampered, and obviously
happy 1o be with this little

(Continued on Page Three)
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person who has bestowed upon
him so much attention and
care. .
Carroll received Bully as a
Christmas sent from her
parents, Dave and Fay, and she
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lo raise them to maturity and
then to put them to work bear-
ing caves. Then last December,
Bully came along and she
began getting him ready for the
fair,

Much work needed to be

took such gaod care ol him. , done. Twice daily, Bully re-
that he won a '

days a week from nine until
five. Now that school must
be attended, she begins her
babysitting as soon as she gels
home at about 3:30 in the af-
ternoon, until six or seven p.m.

Wintertime proved tough.
At first, Carroll kept Bully in

a small barn of her mother’s,

but when one of her mother's
cows calved in December,
Bully had to move out. He
caught pneumonia three times.

Before the fair, the 4-H live-
stock had to be submitted for a
preliminary  judging which
would determine whose ani-

_mals would be eligible for a

special auction Sept. 3.
Poor Bally, He was too fat.

“Davida  was hearthroken,”

Fay recalls. “She bawled for

three hours.” Yet Bully could
still be entered in the fair. Car-
roll put him on a strict diet.
When fairtime came, Bully was

a ﬁurliill: ‘before
= arrall took

walked him until the bloating

subsided. The tactic worked
When Bully appeared helore
the judges weanng a halter
which Carroll had made her-
self, the judges were impressed,
as Lhe purple ribbon testifies
Carroll also won some nbbhons
{or the halter.

“He's real nice,” Carroll
says of Bully. "He likes any-
body that’ll pay attention to
him.” He especially likes Da-
vida Carroll.

“I'll ery,” Davida admits al-
ready fighting tears about Bul-
ly's upcoming sale. “Well, for a
couple of days, until | get my
other calf.” She hopes it too
will be a show-winner.

The Carroll family eats a
good deal of beef, but Carroll
does not believe that sending
Bully to the slaughterhouse
will change her tastes. “As long
as we don't eat my special one
here, I'll be aliight.”

“Last year, we butchered a
beef named Ricketts,” her mo-
ther recalls. “Everytime we had
beef, the children would ask,
‘Is this Rickett's, or is this
town meat?" | would say it's
town meat, but it was really
Ricketts.”

“l don't mind eating him, "
Davida quickly interjects. “He
“..W!\I H

Carol Craig, the assistant
manager of Ahina Develop-

pleased to be able 1o purchase

tment, Bully won his ribbon

a beef from a shareholder. |
Was l:llk.ing to 3 4-H counse
bow.” she recalls how the pur
chase came about. “She men
tioned this girl who had work
ed s0 hard but was so disap
pointed because she could not
send her steer to the auction.”

The name Carroll was famil-
iar to Craig, who investigated
and found that the girl was an
Ahtna shareholder. Ahtna De-
velopment runs a catering ser-
vice and the purchase of the
steer seemed like a great way
o supply some’of the com-
pany’s needs and 1o help out a
shareholder at the same time.
At SLB5 per pound, Craig ad-
mits that the beel might be just
a tiny bil mote expensive than
some the corporation purcha-
ses. “It's worth it, though, to
help a shareholder,” she says.

As for Davida, she plans to
get busy with her next steer.
which should have come down
from Delta over the weekend.
Already, she has traded one of
her helfers for the labor needed
to bulld a small bam for her
new steer, and has sold the
other to get the money needed
for materials. This winter, her
steer will stay warm.

In addition to her cattle,
Davida owns three horses, a
dog and cat. She plans one day
to ran a ranch, filled with live-

“stock, and Fopes to compete

in the rodeo as & barrel-racer,



