Stikine
" Editors ‘note: :

Srudies 1o determine the
feasibiliry of the construction
of a large scale hydro-electric
dam (or series of dams) on the
Stikine River by the British
Cotumbia Hydro-Electric Aw-
thority have been taking place
during the part 'wo years, by
both the B.C Hydre and,

more recently, the Tahitan
Tribal Association of Telegraph
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lieve that Hydro's work will

largely deficient. Moreover,
thev logically ask, how can'a
proiect proponent fairly and
objectively evaluate the effects,
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the negative ones,
of something they want to
build;

The Tahltan study has sev-
eral remarkable features to it,
especially in contrast to Hy-
dro's studies. First i its size
and scope. Embracing some
20,000 square miles, the study
area includes the entire St
kine watershed down to the
United States/Canada border
Both the natural biophysical
resources and the socio-cultural
resources of the Stikine Basin
will be inventoried as the
first step in the analysis pro-
ject (see Figure 1).

Hydro, on the other hand,
has restricted its impact studies
to the vicinity of the impound-
ment areas and the down-
stream reaches. Many of the

- effects of the development,

such a8 impacts on big game
in the basin resulting from
increased hunting pressure by
workers during dam and trans-
mission line construction,
would therefore go unassessed.

Second, the Resource Analy-
sis will represent the first time
in this part of Canada thal we

team mémbers ways and means
of systematically collecting, or-
ganizing and processing raw
{Continued on Page Twelve)



Habitat capabilities must be studied

(Contimued from Page Eleven)
field data. By the time the
project 15 completed, Tahltan
team members should be com
petent feld researchers and re-

SOUTCE  MANAgErs in one o
more partwcular disciplines. A
critenion of project success will

he the redundancy of the spec-
ialists by the time of prigect
completion

Third, unlike the Hydro
siudies, the Tahltan study will
focus on the loss of fulure
options for Tahltan economic
and social development as a
result o the proposed h:..f-dm-
electric scheme. This is an
important distinction! The Sti-
kine 15 different from most
uther regions in the province
i that it is a relatvely pristine
area. Little resource develop-
ment has occurred to date. No
mineral production, no timber
harvesting, no manufactufing
or processing facilities, little
land alienation, etc., render
the region comparatively wild
and undeveloped. A single road
corridor and an abandoned rail
way grade comprise the prin-
cipal incursions into the Sii-
kine territory. That its present
state of regional economic de-
velopment appears inconse-
quential in comparison with
other river basins m the south-
ern paris of the province does
not mean the Stikine is with-

out abundant resource value or
development potential.

A proper assessmenl of the
effects of a large hydro-elec-
inc project cannot, then, be
restricted to the present situa
tion. Impacts 10 the present
imventory of resource values
(1.e, the present level of utili
ration) are only the short-
term part of the picture. The
capability of the region to
generate resource value, and
alternative development op-
tions for the future, must also
be examined.

For example, present levels
of wildlife species population
in a certain habitat (eg. goats
in the Grand Canyon, sockeye
in the Tahltan River, etc.) do
not necessarily indicate the full
potential of the habitat 1o sup-
port those species. Thus a capa-
bility assessment of the habital
must be an integral component
of impact evaluation. Resource
capability in all sectors musi
be examined, for it 15 a meas
ure of the alternative futures
available to  other resource
users, not the least of which,
of course, could be the Tahl-
tans themselves. In the re-
source economist’s jargonm, it is
the “opportunity costs™ of the
project that must be examined
in evaluating costs and bene-
fits of development. This is a
main focus of the Tahltan

study.

The Tahltan Tribal Asso-
ciation has now received 5150, -
000 from the Department of
Indian Affairs (D.1.A) as pro-
ject start-up funds. This money
will be applied toward the
fisheries, terrestrial wildlife,
and biophysical mapping com-
ponent during the course of
the coming winter. Additional
funds - from D.0LA. are also
expected for the forthcoming
fiscal year in April of 1982
In the meantime, Tahltan re-
presentatives must undertake a
large fund-raising campaign to
supply the remaining 90 per-
cent of project operating costs
not covered by the federal
government s contribution

In June of 1982, the Gover-
nor of Alaska and the Premier
af the Province of British Col-
umbig, Canada signed an agree-
ment promising the exchange
of information [between gov-
ernmenis) concerning the feasi-
bility studies and relative imp-
pacts the proposed hpdro de-
velopment in_the Stikine area
would have on the environ-
ment and populace integrated
into the Stikine's® prominent,
preseni-day role,

The rtwo-to-three-member
panels responsible for the -
farmation exchange, one panel
from Alaska (appointed by the
Governor) and the other panel

Opponents of the dam gather to discuss the situation.

from British Columbia, (ap-
pointed by the Premier) will
hold a public meeting in Ju-
neau, Alaska in November.

The Tahltan Tribal Associa-
tion hay prioritized their feasi-
bility study and are concen-
trating on the socio-economic
impacts the proposed hydro
development will have on the
area and population,

Anyone withing more infor-
mation about the status of the
feasibility studies cam (nguire

by writing: Hemry Tashoois,
[skut Band Council, [Ivkur,
B.C. Canada; Ivan Quok, Tahi-
ian Band Cowncil, Telegraph
Creek, B.C. Canada; or George
Asp, Pres. Auociation of Unit-
ed Tahkltans, Smithers, B.C.,
Canada.

Information and a newsletter
can be obtained by wriiten
request to. Friends of the Sti-
kine, 4669 Drummond Dr,,

Vancouver, B.C. Canada V6R
1ES.



