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Editor oi'eoie

Ihitidits'to'IhitiditstoSfudlet ' to '
. determinedetermine thethe

"

feasibilityfeasibiuty of the constructionconstruction"

of a larfclarge walescale hydroelectric
dam ((or uriesseries of dams )) on the
Stikine River by the British
Columbia Nydro-ENydroEHySro-EleCtrieHySroEleCtrie- lettric Au-AuAu -

thority have ,Menbeen taking place
durinsduring the pastpact ttwoo yeanyears, by
both the B.C.BC.BCS.CSC. . ,HydroNydro endand,

martmore recently , the Tahltan1'ahitan1ahitan'

Tribal AssociationAssocktion ofTelepsphof TelegraPh
Creek , B.C.BC.BCB.triBtri. . ?

If// end [whenwAin constructed,
the mammothiprojectmammoth, \profecfprofecf\ will imim-im-
pect\thf.Uveipectthf.Uveipectthf.UveithfUveipact\, thelives'ofthelivesof.,

'of meiy"peoplameiypeopla"'peoplepeople'
, ,,

on both ,lidttloss o/oof/ jhehe CanadianCanadian/Canadian/f .

AlastanAlaskan boraerborder.border.; r
, ,

The 'StijkineStijkine' Stikin * Arr'Arr* '
1, an inter

national-rivernationalrivernational ,- river,, BeginninghighBtfinntrif ,hifh
in thfthe CassiarCausiai'mouniainCausiaimouniain'Mountain Rams ,

sadnd windintwrid4 thrauththrough tome 490400
milerofmiter oj wOdemettwgderntu, the StiktneStikine ;
eventually tpttlfspUfs tntiftnid the'AlftheAlfthtAlse,' ;
kan.kanken., Inland fesiaffPassage near Wren"WrenWren." .

geuA-geuAfeu.feu.' - TheTheJediment\iediinehtiediineht\, bultd-upbultdupbuild-uP'builduP'-- :'
t :has ,

been"taklng'piactabeentaklngpiactaeen "taktnfJ' ? b c ; atat;, fhe.fhethe.the..,,

"momo"'inoythm'efinoythmef
'

th, .
'ofttheSttkinefJStMne;; :jvrfor-anforan- Rri

estimatedarrimatsd,30'm&onarrimatsd30mon,
'mWon& years, endand *

-hathat- haf , evolvc4evolve Intointo 'aa' 'wetlandiwetlandi' w tlandi ,

oreaarea ehcompassinfeoompaif aboutabotitJ00,300,
' '

OOOacrei.OOOacrei000 acivi. .
'

. -
! - ' ' ', ' '

The\StiklneTheStiklneThePSdkln6wetknct\ ) yettanifl( have.havehtvs.,

becomebe com ; onfoni
, of

,
Whe ,Jkat'Jkatast'irtatastirtat' treat

wfldU/nwfldUnw0dltfrpa/ fifiiio fhevortd.fhevortd.
.

TheseThat yetlandt'yetlandtjwarknds ' areale ,
acet.t., critical,,nieces.nieces

.habitathabitat.: habltat'tohabltatto'to Wildlifewildhje naUnfr ang ng/tbrqngtbrq,frbm/
, nilntinfMigrating birdibuds ((approximately'approximatelyapproxifately ;'.
'-one
o-ne'one halfholf .millionmillion.,

mi111or1 , mifratorytnjmtory(
birdibirds ofofvarious, speciesspecie depend ,,

onoil the'the' areaareffor-tartar- foodfood'
' and reiekt

each'yeareachyearwelt"yearweltyear'" )) toiothe
,
the flyefve typesty ei of

salmon that tpawnSpawn In thfthaowtow
'-
erStikine

e-

rStikine
' 1 'er S , , .uVi'.uViuVi.

, , '

Therhepepeople4PIt,tthai\UvethaiUvefhWi\? d Wonfwon$
,thethe StkineSti ne naturally'arenaturallyareriatuteuy 'artart'' ,, ,

very

concernedioneeried about 'fhefhe';tire proposedpropend
developmentdevelopment,"rr" Thehd'hd' TahltanTehltan fn-fnirr-
'didiudidiud1dns' jaeeanface'anfacean,

' upupfillM batile.ofbatileofbittle-ofbittleof.-seemlngly'ini'postibleadseemlnglyinipostibleaditeminfly ' impofiible' oddids in
oppotinfopp6ting the.the., proposed hydro-hydroNydro-

prefect.prefectpr9lect., .,
They are nofnot the'ontytheonty'

,froupgroup orororganlzatipA
,orsanitatto opposed

tofosuch, uch a , larfelama ,, scabtca developdevfloP *

i

i;
*

mintmint "onon"on the Stiklne.StiklneStikine., butut seemseem
)too bathetf the iroupgroup thaithat'that

'
,, stand toto

low the mottmost ,should the damsdami
,bebftuttt.bftutttbulls.

' 'rr*'
*' 77kThe /ottywfntottywfntfoll9wini/ article'articleartiekt'bre-artiekt'breartiektbre'' , r '- '

,
printed"printed"

from fhfTelkwafho'TelkwafhoTelkwa' liounFaun"Faun"
'dationjdationj' NewlttterNiwsletterA,, Tftkwa,1dkiva1dkiva, , ,

ACsC, endand , all photophotographsfrephi.frephi
4
. ec-1ec1-- \

. cocompanylng-Ihe'companylngIhe'Iheip inyint.\tht1inyint.tht1inyint.inyinttht1.,\- ' vnlcifarticle \wiwi\WC
,'courtesycourtesy' offth, theFriends; ,rtendf ofof thethe

"

Stitlm.Stitlm.: ; A .
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,
,'' . .

(

,

;
"

. .,
' AAs theXCtheBCt'rtheBCtr, ' UtattetUtiiitiei Coin-Coinoin-oin-.,

"piisslon'piisslon") iisslon'iisslon '
preptrMprepares ,3oifor .YpYp

.
tip 'toto' toy*

"' 'eighteight'
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eight

e-

ight'
,. months bfof pubUepublic pear.pear.

Ingiings'ings' ondo B.CBC. , HydroHydro'sHydros*' proposedpro sed ;
r.

Siteite CdC ,darrni *Ohehenothea:noft; Baitt,
another HydroIlydro project itpegin.itpeginis begin-begin.-,'
nine1 to receiveretelvdattention, ittention by.bybya.,

different , group ofinvestiga.investigainyestiga.

tpr . . , t
. The Tahltan Tribal Associa

tiontion"lntionln"In 'northwcrt'northwestnorthwest B.C.BC.BCB.C. .,* Is bn-bntrn-trn-
plenientingplementing thethe-firstthefirst-; first'first ' part ofof'sofs'
$77$' inffltonWlon ,,

three-yearthreeyearthresArear- program .,

'
.- of
o- f. of, nefdfield - w6rkwork in1In order'.toorder.toordertoorder .,to

s -evaluateevaluate-evaluat the tffeceffects of Hydro"fdro'tfdrot" *'
propoiedproposed . Stikine-lskutStikinelskut- pro-propro-,,

. jects.jectsjecta.jecta.
.

1 Known as the StiklneStikine Basin
'
'Resourpe'AnalydaResourpeAnalyda'ResourpeAnalysliResourpeAnalysli' '_ , ,the ,

ttudystudy
,

?wawas .-deripied.
d-
eripied.

d-
eripied., designed ., by rptanrAig. & ,"planningplanning"

,,
,
,
learn '-comprisedc-omprised'comprised equally -'of'ofof-1pf1pf- '

" ' ' ' "-resource
r-esource
--resource'specr-esource'specr-esourcespec"- *,

. rTah1tans'rTah1tans! T hlt"aia'-'indhlt"aia'hltaia'indind' - and'and , 'spec-'specspec' -

ialistialists'ialists
' duringdurini ai four-dayfourdayfourdai- Inten-IntenInters-Inters--'

live workshop'workshop' held In'VanInVanIn'In' Van-Van-

couver;,couver X,Iri ,
1981 *, While"While" 'thethe'

the'the'

"studystudy" .isis.
ntthdedIntended{ to assess the

Implications ofof'of*' resourceresource de.dede-.-

velopment .generallygenerally. within
traditional Tahltan lands , the

'principalprincipal' Tocus"focusfocus" iis the 2.800-2.8002.8M28M. -

megawatt , five dant hydro-elec-hydroelec-- -

trietrie ; generation tchemescheme on the
Stikine'StikineStilcines' Grand Canyon and its
major tributarytributary"thetributarythe," the Idcut.IdcutIskut.AIskutA. *,',

HydHydrqrp Itself ,,;: orcourse{ course ; Is

currently conducting environenviroA-enviroA -
mental Impact ttudlerofstudies of the
proposed development'development ' and

.somesome. some S2$22$ million has been spenispent

'foefoe
'
fo * this purpose by.by., thettie agency

to 'datedatedate.date' . IM'TahltanIMTahltanThe '.Tahltan'.TahltanTahltan.
' people ,,,

for a ,numberdumberof, of yieasonk, reasons.reasons. bc-VbcVbi4e-
lievesieve thatthat Hydro'sHydros' work wfflwill be
largely deficient.deficient. Moreover.Moreover.,
they'they' logically ask , how can a

project proponent fairly and
objectively evaluate the effects,

' ' ' oneonesi.particularlyftheiparticularlyfthe. par'ticula'particulantrticularlv'thentrticularlvthethe neeativenegativenegative .,

of'of' something they want to
build ;

The TahltanTAWtaa study has sevsev--

eraeral! remarkable features to it ,

especially In contrastcontrast to Hylly-lly-

dro'sdros' studies.studies. First is its size

and scope.scope. Embracing some
20,00020000, square miles , the study
area includes the entire Sti-Sti-
kine watershed down to the

United States/CanadaStatesCanada/ border
Both the natural biophysical

resources and the socio-culturalsociocultural-

resources of the Stikine Basin

will be inventoried as the
first step in the analysis propro--

ject (see Figure 1 ) .

Hydro , on the other hand ,

has restricted its impact studies
to the vicinity of the impoundimpound--

ment areas and the downdown--

stream reaches.reaches. Many of the

; effects of the development ,

such as impacts on big game

In the basin resulting from

increased hunting pressure by
workers during dam and transtrans--

mission line construction.construction .,

woutdwould therefore go.unassesscd.gounassesscd.gounassesscdgo unassessed.unassessed. .

Second , the Resource AnalyAnaly--

sis wfllwill represent the firstfirst.. time
in this part of Canada that we

know of where the emphasis
isis as much on process as it
is on product.product. The Study Team

will comprise outside resource
specialists working with Tahl-Tahl-
tan(an resource people In each

sector.sector. The Tahltan members

of eacheach sectoral study team
willvill( b4b$ providing local knowlknowl--

edge and txpertiseexpertise Idto the propro-pro-
ject while ,

;lhethe specialists will

be demonstratingdenionstnting'denionstnting' roto the local
team members ways and means
of systematically collecting , oron
ganizingSAnizing and processing raw

(Continued on Page Twelve)



'
N.pNp. r

4Y"4Y" Wrz;

v

7

, r

P K Cr,

tn r ( r ,

-
r , , ,

M - t 7

Opponents of the dam gather toto-discusstodiscuss- discuss the situation.situation.

Habitat capabilities must be studied
tC'onlinuedtConlinued( Continued' from Page Eleven )
field data By the time the
project is completed , Tahltan
team members should be corncoin
petent tteldfield researchers and rere-re-

source managers in one or

more particular disciplines A

criterion olof projeclproject success will

hebe the redundancy of the specspec--

ialists by the time of project
completion

Third , unlike the HydroIlydro
studies , the Tahltan study will

focus on the loss of future
options for Tahltan economic
and social development as a

result of the proposed hydrohydro--

electric scheme ThiThis is an
important distinction'distinction' The Sti-Sti-
kine is different from most
other regionregions in the province
in that it is a relatively pristine
area Little resource developdevelop--

ment has occurred to date.date. No
mineral production , no timber
harvesting , no manufacturing
or processing facilities , little
land alienation , etc.etc., render
the region comparatively wild

and undeveloped.undeveloped. A single road
corridor and an abandoned railrail--

way grade comprise the prin ,

cipal incursions into the Sti-Sti-
kine territory That its present
state of regional economic dede-de-

velopment appears inconseinconse--

quential in comparison with
other river basins into the southsouth--

ern parts of the province does
not mean the Stikine is with-with-

out abundant resource value or
development potential.potential .

A proper assessment of the
effects of a large hydro-elec-hydroelec-- -

inctric proiectproject cannot , then , be

restricted to the present situasitua--

tion Impacts to the present
inventory of resource values
( ie.iei e.e. the present level of utiliutili--
zation ) are only the short-short-
term part of the picture.picture. The
capability of the region to
generate resource value , and
alternative development opop--

tions for the future , must also
be examined.examined.

For example , present levels

of wildlife speciespecies population
in a certain habitat (eg.eg. goats
in the Grand Canyon , sockeye
in the Tahltan River , etc.etc. ) do
not necessarily indicate the full

potential of the habitat to supsup--

port those species.species . Thus a capacapa--

bility assessment of the habitat
must be an integral component
of impact evaluation.evaluation. Resource
capability in all sectors must
be examined , for it is a measmeas--

ure of the alternative futures
available to other resource
users , not the least of which ,

of course , could be the Tahl-Tahl-
tans themselves.themselves . In the rere-re-

source economist'seconomists' jargon , it is
the "opportunityopportunity" costs"costs" of the
project that must be examined
into evaluating costs and benebene--
fits of development.development. This is a
main focus of the Tahltan

study.study.

The Tahltan Tribal AssoAsso--

ciation has now received $150150$ 1 SO-SO,;-
000 from the Department of
Indian Affairs (D.I.A.DIA.DIAD.1.A.D1A.D1A. . .) as propro--
ject start-upstartup- fundfunds.funds. This money
will be applied toward the
fisheries , terrestrial wildlife ,

and biophysical mapping comcom--

ponent during the course of
the coming winter.winter. Additional
funds - from D.I.A.DIA.DIA. . . are also
expected for the forthcoming
Fiscal year in April of 1982.1982.

In the meantime , Tahltan re-re-

presentatiYCipresentatives must undertake a
large fund-raisingfundraising- campaign to
tupplysupply the remaining 90 perper--

cent of project operating costcosts
not covered by the federal
government'sgovernments' contribution.contribution .

In June of 1982 , the GoverGover--

nor of Alaska and the Premier
of the Province of British ColCol--
umbia , Canada signed an agreeagree--
ment promising the exchange
of information (/betweenbetween/ govgov--
ernments )) concerning the feasifeasi--

bility studies and relative imp-imp-

pacts the proposed hydro dede-de-

velopment in , the Stikine area
would have on the environenviron--
ment and populace integrated
into the StikineVStikinek'Stikinek' prominent,
present-daypresentday-- role.role.

The two-to-three-membertwotothreemember- - -

panels responsible for the in-inIn -

formation exchange , outone panel
from Alaska ((appointed by the
Governor )) and the other panel

from British Columbia , (( apap-ap-

pointed by the Premier )) will
hold a public neetinsmeeting in Ju-Ju-

neau , Alaska In November.November .

The 'TahltanTahltan'Tahltan Tribal AssociaAssIcta-AssIcta -

tion hafhas prioritized their feasifeasi--
bility study and are concencon en-en-

tratingrating( on the socio-economicsocioeconomictocio-econ4ptlctocioecon4ptlc--

impacts the proposed hydro
development will have on 'thethe'

!

area and populpopulation.populationatton .,

Anyone wishing more inInfor-Inforfor-for-
nationmotionaboutflbuut the itatmstatus of the
feasibility studies can inquire

i

]

by writingwilting :: Henry TaihootiTashoots ,

ftkurIskut Band CouncilCquncil , Iskut ,

B.BB.C.BC.BC. C.C.. CanadaCanads ;: Ivan Quok , Tahl-Tahl-
tan BandBand Council ,, "TelegraphTelegraph'Telegraph"'
Creek , BC.BCB.C.,. . Canada;: orof George
Asp , Pros.ProsPiis.Piis. Association of UnitUnit--
ed Tahltans.Tahltans7"ahltans7ahltans"

., SmtthenSmitherz , B.CBC. ?
Canada.Canada.,

Information and 4 newsletter
can be obtained, by'by'' written
request totd : Friends ,oftheStl-oftheStlof the Stl-Stl-
kinekine.kine., 46694669'' DrummondDrumrttond Dr.Dr. ,
Vancouver , B.C.BC.BC., . CanadaCanads V6R
l1 t8;8.8.,
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