Natives face loss in reapportionment

by Holly . Relmer
Fumdrs Tlines repoites

Alaskan Nutive populations  have
dechined substantully simwe stutehoind
jast 32 yenrs ago, and the Native com
muity 16 now facing o possible los
af representation in the mext repppos
tomunent of viimg distnens

Every 1O vears the state of Aliska
eapportivns s distots o cusiire that

caich persit gets an equul vole acoond
mg o the cureent populabion. and 1l
predicions of the lafest 1Y) census
wre dcurite, Aduska's soting distnets
comld be changed so that there are
fewer districts with Alaska Native
ey ies

Public heunings are bemng held
throughout the state by the Alaski
Reapportionment Bobid w gathier o

Fearprmation bl Bosw cileens will redct
i disLe! wWere o encimmpuss o com
ety o b i were to dummish por
fins o] o st a LMY

This provess calls Tor the govermor
I aprpoint o Live - pemiber board to e
draw  Alaska House amd  Senate
distriers, wecording o the: stare wnil
tederal vonstitatioms, but the stiatewsde
Lewringes ate held belore any hnes are

diawn

Mike Braidner, executive ditevnon of
the reapportiomment Bogrd. said af s
the board s duty 1 st figure ot what
problems will atise betore any Lines
are drwwn on the mag

As an example, Bradner Jooked a)
Uhe Siowstheast portion of the st He
satid s is an area whete the paagaili

Cinn3eraned. O (A TR T IR




* Reapportionment to affect Natives

Eoiaraiaac Troe paage co

ton  has  been dechimng  simece
statehood, especially i the past 10
veary

I there s envugh of a decline in this
particular area;, either o distrgt will
hive 10 guin a portion of population
trown unother area or join partially or
ultogether with unother aren, he said

According o the Aluska Constitu-
tion, cach chsiniet i the stae has (o
be "mﬁil.” which means each distnct
Puas tor b populited evenly, or of least
m o runge  from  omg
atrther

[ the case ol Southeast s popi Lstion
decling, Bradner said, public hearmgs
are conducied o find ouwr what the
prahhie wants wnd doesn™t want 0 a
voting dstrict

UWie wanl to avold major dislikes
it pessible. Most people wan 1o see
a plan, But don't want o have a plan, ™
Hrawdner sind

Broadoer saind Alaska also has the
stk lest bicwmeral legmlatire o the
mation. There are X0 members m the
Segate o AU n the House, Only twi
ather siptes hove o Senote amd Howse
ol less thin 30 wnd 6O

e

. . Alaska’s

fallen from
12 at statehood to

perhaps five after
1990.

He smd ths has never created o
serions  problemy, for Alaska, i
Alaska™s ethme bised districis have
lsey fillen Trowmn about 12 ot sutehiogs]
o pethaps five afier 1990

Unly 1w stmes are below us, 1
we luud 60 Howse inembers we could
lave more el disteices, ™ e sand

Bradner said (he reapportionment
hoard will exhnust every opportumiy
before reducing ethnic districts,

The board doesn’t have the power
W create more seudty in the House, but

Brudner said the board can pect as a
vehicle to recommend expansion for

consideration and bring this w the
public’'s attention.

Meetings scheduled For this week
inctude twioon Wednesday . One is ot
|30 p.m in the Nome City Council
cvhambers, amd the other w at 7:30

p-m. in the Kotzebue City Council
chambers.

On Thursday, there is n meeting s
the Barrow Clity Council chambegs al
LAD pom,

Hradner smd meetings dare also
scheduled 10 be held in Koshink, Dill-
ingham and Unaluska in mid
NMoveimber.

Members of the board include
Marlene Johnson of Hoonah, Liss
Parker of Anchorage, Chuck Robin
sun of Kenui, Gene Peliola of Bethel
andd Koaren Parr o Fajrbanks



