prieim by Haurtiauu Cowne

_-J_I

Jixinne 'ﬂmrp [oinis ol the riew equipment (0 the emergency

frieaetrreml qarg'al

Emergency room
remodeled at
medical center

by Barbara Crune
Vismldre Thines cepories
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But recent remodeling il new
cquipment e Anchorige s Ak
Native Medical Center emergency
department should  make that vigl
midre plepsant anmd pnprove the lével
ot care bs well

The bospial Bebd an open THTES
earlwer thas minth b present th
erner Eeney departineit s ew ook anid
pew cgquipment o the publc aod
thank those who worked bard toomak
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* A bright, cheery, pleasant place to work
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i all huppen
I've been hore o long time, and |
mevier dreamed we would get o this
stape where we ve made the depart
ment really bright, cheery and pleas
arl and g powed '|_'|'|_.|_1|_|;:' o wiork, ™" sand
U Boichucd Brodsky . direcior of the
CICTEENCY T
Hrodsky said the remodeling was
especiolly difhicull because they had
o provide 24-hour-a-day emergency
services and mailamn the walk-n
clime throughout the noese and disrup
tii o the foor-week constiugtiion
frednicd
Pharing this e, the people whio
wiorked the hprdest aond did the nwst,
ook cabe ol the patwentys, nuwed all the
lurmilure ol theogs, and  kept s
wgether like they always do were the
nrses who work i this depanimem,
Briwlsky sail
lownne Thorp, nurse nunager of the
cmergeney room, kepd hor depamment
runimng  thriwghout e ]!11:l|1;l.'l A
Lot Handae Lewhian,. Thorpo by
worked m the emergency riwim loa
cieht years amd been s munager for
thie bust 1wao
It started out with just o few small
tnges, ™ Thorp sand. " "Then it kind ot
Blossomesd imto o long st of tings we
pecdied, sy we decided we naght db
wiell dov them all at the some time. ™
Uhie mst noticeable changes e in
the reception area where new
carpening, pamt and pictures on the
will make waltimg lor teeatinent more
plevshnt Less  apparent  are  the
chanpes and new egupment which im
[rove palient care
Yous hive o reabiee that this e
Ll 1o b the warehouse, " Thorp sad
while leading  visitors  theough  (he
remoekdcled Ircitiment arca
CThe doogs weie ool aide wile
cadiph Tor i gurmey o go through, so
patienty huel 1o hobble o be carred
thronigh the door . That's just one ol
the problems we corrected ™
MWiw !__:|.1'-.'. wills 1n the il screen
- rodm adlow terses W see the gl
nents o the watiog area and toorell o
somihmly needs ymmeduite care
Lo the post, we couldn't see 1 there
were seriously il or imured people i
ung oul there pust pabiently wmnng
thear taen, " Thorp saud
VN patienis are very stoll, par-
lewlarly the clderly ooes, and they
w1 it Toous qust how bal they
really are leeling.™
Mew contputery amd pranters m work
ctitions apeed up recond keeping and
ke patiepts fab, pharmacy ol
hisedth histories quackly aviilichle
Fhe crergency room sl s pag
tcularly eacmed by the miodern, stote
of b art patient monitors which were
il
"W dire so formanmale. Thorp sand

Qver half of the
Alaska Native
Medical Center’s
emergency room
nurses are board
certified in emer-
gency nursing.

‘Sometimes
people think
because it’s free
care it must be
second-class
care. But that’s
not true here.’

—Joanne Thorp

“There ot an emergency o infen
stve vare stall anywhere in the coun-
iy who woulidn 't give tharr eye teeth
b hve these monitors. "'

Anchorage Mayor Tom Fink w
tended the open house and proclunmed
Oct. 3 Emergency Nurses Doy 1o
honwr the nurses [or the high level of
vare they provide

Ower hall of the Alasku Native

Medical Center's emergency room
niirses are boand cenified in cmergen
oy pursng, Thorp sad that percentage
s oan unusually hagh figore for any
haospital

“We handle many . many eoiergen
vies here, and s umportant [or pi:
ents 1o Know beew well trnined we are
so they realize theyre gettimg Tir
class treatment, " Thorp sud

CSometmes people think becanse
s free care omust be secimd-class
vate. Hut that s ot e here
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Nurses Soxenne e, feft, and Kim
Rive. staned inothe remoddeled faciliny,
fewr prhator. Chther plesiny, mexe row, in
cludde Row. who has been an emergen
oy rovam ideae for five vears, dnd D
Fopm Nighswandler. Photo next ring
Sieve Eleshansky of Anchorage wiils
far treatment in the medical center’s
newly pesendeled weting room. At left,
Anchorage Mavor Tom Fink  amnd
Willie Hengley, liewenant governor
candidate, were om hand for the
declicalion coremonivg



