Native teens star in play about AIDS

by Isabel Cordova
Mathonal Indisn ATDS Medin Convorium

MINNEAPOLIS — Talking about
ALDS and risk prevention with yvouth
van be very mr Fiewlt,

In spite of all the obstacles in this
area, a group of Native lecn-agers
have decnded 1o ke on the challenge
As o way 1o reach out 1o Indian youth,
the Minnesota Americin Indians AIDS
Task Foree has begun touring an sdap-
tation of the play, ““Star in the Sky, "’
orgmally  commssioned by Whate
Larth Reservation AIDS Education

VSt in the Sky' describes what
happens o students in school when o
rwmor spreads thar one of them has
ALDS,

The actors and actresses have been
preparing ol swmmer on the play
Then truming w three-fold. As part of
thew dramatic irmming, the teens par
todpeted o oan ntense week ol
worl kahops with Sprderwoman Theator
personnel. ronons relicarsils with the
phav s dhirector, Magge kaeel, and
sintiedl athier Pwein Coy theaters amd
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mg with AIDS, and finally, they
recetved  spiritual  support  from
spiritual advisor, Yim Clarrmont
The play has been n strenuous aml
educitional experience for the cast in
a vanety of wiys, Most of the actors
sitild thast their confildence has increased
significantly, that they have learned 10
gppreciate mdividual - dillerenices,

wirrk our conflicts and how 1o build
trust umong the cast members,

A lb-year-old member ol the casi
said she was learning more about her
culture and that " Keowing about your
herituge 1= important because it gives
you o senske of pride.””

Talking circles and the use of sage
are both traditions they have learned
more about und practiced more since
beginning work on the play.

A great deal of effort has been pul
intor hreakmng harmiul siereotypes, g
narnce and discrumination

"It was my first expericnce with

pays or lesbians,” " said o cast member

The teens snd they expected that o
person with AIDS would ook dif
lerent or sick, but realized this 1o be
fulse atter meeting with Laluvor, She
helped them all reabize tht A1DS is
“real.”

The cast s preparing for their
scheduled appearance it the National
Indinn Education Association Con-
ference in San Diego this month,

Thase whiv want more informiation
on the pluy may call the Minnesota
Amercun Indian AIDS Task Fopee,
612y BH-1723,



