Elders offer advice on how
to butcher a polar bear

by Linda Akeyn
Chukahi Nown and Information Servioe

SAVOONGA — Polar bears are
among the biggest and most powerful
animials on earth. They have strong
b legs, which makes them fast run-
ners, but they also can use ther fromt
legs to Kill & human being or other
animals, such as seals, walrus and hish
— with only one swing.

I had no experience in butchening a
polar bear; therefore, | asked one of
my uncles about it He invited me to
watch him and the men in my village
skin u bear since they are the anes who
know best

Cutting a polar bear s very easy,
just like saying the alphabet or coum-
ing ones, twos, threes and so on

To start, you turn the body over so
that the bear s lving on its back. Then
you ¢ut from the belly buiton all the
wiy (o the chin and comtinue scross
the arms from one end 1o the other,
just like a cross,

From the belly, you cul to the bot-
town of the body and to the legs, The
casy part is now over, but the hard pant
comes m butchering the hands and
feet

First you must scparate the nails
froun the joints of the hands and the
feet. 1115 o ough thing 1o do, so do
not rush. I you don't know how o
separate the joints, ask someone who
does o help you.

Once the front 1§ finished, you need
to remive the skin from the meat;
is like peeling the skin from an apple.

Cutting the back pan of the body i
a list quicker than the fromt. It takes
only a tew minutes 1o skm the hack,
bt you stll need 1o be very caretul
not 1o make holes i the skin.

IF vou do make a hole you can sew
it up er when the skan s complete-

Iy dried.

Al this point, the bead should sull
be attached o the skin, Just like oul
ting the leet and hamds, you need o
tuke some 1ime on the head.

For the last step, the meat s
separated Trom the bones and the guts
are thrown away .

The skin s then washed at the beach
and hung o dry st 4 food-storage
shelier or outside the house of the per-
vont who Killed the polar bear

Our culture says that whoever sees
the polar bear first, on land, gets
keep the skin

But on the ocenn, the boat capian
Ech 1o keep the skin, even il one ol

i crew members may have seen i
lirst.

The captmn gives oul the meat (o
whoever would like it. This tradition
has been going on for many
genemiions,

Some people can’t stand eatng the
meat, and 1 am one of these people,
But | wouldn't mund keeping the fur.

The polar bear's white-yellowish fur
18 Jong and thick. 11°s beautiful and can
he made mto- dhiferent things, for in
stance, n juckel, mittens, hat, mlf,
mukluks or even Eskimo yo-yos,
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