Natives must oppose ANWR opening

by Paul Swetsol
Far il Tundia T

On Sept. § at 5:00 wm., my son,
MNathan Paul, was born, | panticipited
i his bhirth

I felt his first breath, and believe
e, there 15 no way 10 describe or ex-
plain the feeling of the very hegin
ning of a new independent life. 1t felt
as though all of the wr m the world
wits being sucked o the first breath
of this new e

It oas this experence which wall
always be o vitl part of me and will
be refected in my writing and all other
aspects of my life.

A life doesn’t have much mesmng
without an wentity, And individual
wlentity 6 very shallow and self-
centered without a culiural wWentity 10
anchor o

We must o allow money, greed
and power to destroy our indigenous
cultural wentities, It w with this in
mundd - that T oam askang all Aldaska
Nutive villsgesribes to stand 1ogether
and Fight against ml development in
thie tand of the Crwich®in known as the
coastil plamn of the Arctic Natiohl
Wililife Refuge

We must oor be guiet while the
Ciwich'in culre s jeopardized for the
sk of bz vl and the greed of a very
few corporate Natives

AL o the oil under the codtual pliin,
wsing the rrcst optinstic assunipiions,
o onldy equal to a year or two of motal
LUS consumption Is this worth the
ieaning Jown of the Gwich'in?

Is more money Tor the sude, for pro-
it Mative corporations, the ol com:
s, inereased population and mond
pressure on our wildlife resources o
reason o chance the destruction of
these wonderful Native people who
lwe o both sides of the US -Caninda
horder”

Canadi has protested the develop
ment of the coastal ploan of the refuge
becaise Cunaila’s mational policy is w
protect the cultuee of the Gwieh'ing
Surely Alaska Naotives can call Tor
proection as well
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Not only does morality require us
s stand up for our Gwich'in brothers
und sisters, but our own sell interest
demands that we prevent a tragedy
from taking place,

H we allow the Gwich'in 1o die then
it will not be long before the rest of
our cultures will be in the path of
greed. Our silence will result i our
being picked off one at o time, and
there will be noone left (o0 stand with
.

The Porcupine Caribou herid calves
und eats in the heart of the coastal
plain, It Is the canbou which is the
st important part of the Gwich'in
peaple.

I impessible W separale the
caribon from the Gwich'in or the
Gwich'in from the caribou

I the canbow change their migra
ton patterns o avond development
then the Gwich'in will be po more, It
the vcaribou are destroyed oo
dimmmshed, the Gwich'in will be
destroyed as well.

W orogds,  ancreased  non-Nanve
population  and  sport  hunting  or
poaching mise, then the Gwieh in waill
full.

Fuor thie sake of the Gwich'in pea:
ple and wll of our cultures we must
speak up now. Our voices must rise
ubove the corporate players who,
though few i number, use their status
and money oty and drown our
worids,

However, of most of our wil
luges/tribes speak with one vance then
we will be heard, and those who hear
s will listen.

Please jomn with me w help our
Gwich'in brothers and sisters (0o sur-
vive and determine their own future.
Folliwing s o sample resolution. Feel
free oy use this resolution o one of
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YOuUr own l:h-mu-:mg 1w send a clear
message that Alsks Natives will stand
up lor each other and that a threal (o
one of our cultures is @ threat to all
of s, _
The future of all of our children s

dependent on our willingness 10 speak
u

Flllnmlulim'b sent to the following ad-
dress will be distributed 10 mem
of Congress, the White House, the
Cunschan and Yukon govermments and
to the Gwich'im people: Paul Swetzol,
Box 103022, Anchormge 99510-3022.

RESOLUTION NO____ NATIVE
VILLAGE OF
WHEREAS, the opening of the coustl
plain of the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge w il and gas development
may threaien the Porcupine Canthou
herd, and,

WHEREAS, the dinunishment,

destruction, or changes in migration
routes of the Porcupine Cartbou herd
could result in the destruction of the
culture and identity of the indigenous
Indhians, known as Gwich'in, who
have populated this lnnd for thousands
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of years and who reside in hulh the
United States and Canada, and;
WHEREAS, Both the Canadian
wernment wivd the government of the
E’uknu Territory have called on the
United Stutes government o protect
the Gwich'in people amd prohibit oil
and gas development on the coustal
plain of the Arctic National Wildlife
Refuge, now:
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED
THAT the Native Villige of __is op-
posed 1o il and gas development
within the Arctic Natiomal Wildlife
Refuge and all lands vital 1o the Por
cupine Caribou herd and the Gwich'in
people, and;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
THAT the coastal plain of the Archic

National Wildlife preserve be place in
Federally protected  status  which
loes lj':lll the Porcupine Caribou

vl and the Gwich’in peaple will be
allowed o exist undisturbed, forever
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Please send your resolutions 1w the
above address immediately. There 15
not much time left.




