Documentary on Rock wins award _'

KOTZEBUE — A television
documentary on Howard Rock, the
lute Alnska Notive artist and founder
of the Tundra Times, recently gained
national recognition for promoting
“better understunding among people
and helping to eradicate prejudice. ™

The Moional Conference of Chiris-
tans and Jews, o non-sectarian civic
organization established in 1928 (o
promote religious, ethoie and racial in-
¢lusion in American sociely, recem:
ly gave one of its Certificate ol
Recognition awards for the Howard
Rock portion of the television

documentary written and produced by
Susan Andrews.

The doc is called Portraits
of Leadership: Chief Katlian and

Howard Reck. 1t was a project of the
Northwest Arctic Borough  School
District in Katzebue.

Since 1953, the Notwomal Con
ference of Christians and Jews, with
70 regronal offices nationwide, has
been recognizing members of the miss
media “"who  promote  betler
understanding among people and who
help to emdicaie prejudice, ™ smid
Harry A Robinson, NCCH's semor
vice president,

As one of just 11 winners selected
nathonew e, Robansom saod the Howard
Rock dovumentury impressed judges
because i delinitely broadens the

understanding of history m Alasks,
andd certninly the cause of Alaska
MNatives."'

Inupiag Eskimo Howard Rock
founded the Tundra Times in 1962,
editing it until his death in 1976. An
wrtist most of his life, Rock wmed 1o
Jouwrnalism in middle age w fight for
Alaska Native land claims ot o time
when the mainstream media
ly were not shedding much i
Alaskn Nutive point of view.

Through his influential editorials,

nerl-
on the

Rock wos instrumental in passage of

the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act of 1971,

Nevertheless, the mass medin in
general today sull only focus almisst
exclusively on either Native social
u vial or cultoral hentage. The

oward Rock program broadens all
Alaskans” awnreness of the contribu-
tions of Indians, Eskimos and Aleuts
in shaping Alaska’s history, said
NCCI's Robinson.

MNutive people who appeur in the
Rock film include Inuping Dr. Ted
Mala, director of the Institute for Cir-
cumpolar Health at the University of
Alnska Anchorage. Malos was b friemd
of Rock's ay u student in Fairbanks and
wrole for the Twndra Times.

Inupiag Nellie Ward Moore,
ariginully from Kotzebue, hosts of the
Portraits of Leadership program and

reporis local news for UAF s KUAC-
FM, In addition, Tommy Richards
Sr., also originally from Kotzebue, ap-
1% in the documentary as a lifelong
riend of Howard Rock.
The program has aired on the Rural
Alaskn Television Network, KUAC-

TV in Fawrbanks, KYUK-TV in
Bethel, KTOO-TV in Juncau and
KAKM-TV in Anc It hisel been
distributed to every high school in
Alnska for uwse Wn socul studies
classrooms and also 18 used in UAF
college classes,



