ANHB holds ‘mega-meeting’ in Barrow

Driscussions with liewtenan gover-
nor candidate Willie Hensley, Health
and Social Services Commissioner
Myra Munson and Alasks Ares Nutive
Health Service Deputy Digector Ward
Hurlburt were highlights of o ceceni
Cmega-meeting” of the Alaskn Natve
Health Board

The 1X-member ANHB met last
month i the Arcuc Slope Regional
Corp. offices in Barrow W review cur-
remt andd fuimre projects and discuss up-
mminﬁcdumgm i state adoimstration
and the impact of federnl budget
negotintions of Alaska Natve health
ISSUES.

In a speciel meeting Sept. 26,
Hensley, Democratic candidate,
pledged his commitment 1o ANHB and
the Association of Regional Health
Directors w involve them in the tran-
siticn from the Cowper to the Knowles
admimstration should he and Tony
Knowles be elected to office in
November

The Knowles/Hensley campaign
had earlier released position papers on
Alaska’s health care needs anmd
wleohol/drug abuse, in which the can-
didotes expressed their support for
such concepts &s n comprehensive siale
health plan, prevention as palicy, ex-

nding the Community Health Aule
'F?:ugmm lor murdl Alaska and better
aeeoss o drug treatment for pregnant
WOHTICT)

In an earlier meeting, Munson
reported thut the trunsition in her
department following the departure of
the Cowper admimstration shiould be
firly smeith. She stated thit although
she docs not anticipate remaining in
hier post under the new admmnistrtion,
she would consider i f asked.

Munson providesd a H:l:;lr of DHSS
accornplishiments dunng her tenure
with the Cowper admmstration, in
cludimg the Villuge/State Indian Child
Wellare Act agreement now pearing
completion, the increased focus on
healthy habies and children, and 1m-
proved communidation and coordimng-
o umong  divisions  within the
department.

{:l&lhwu&ﬁmg the agh cost of health
care in Aluskn, Munson suggested thit
Aluskans should adopt a view of
Medicaid as a govermmentally sup
ported msurance program rather thim
a form of welfare.

She recommended that all patients
he sereened for Medicaid eligibility
and enrolled if eligible even if they do
nod want the cash benefits. In this way,
thee health insurance bonelits would
in place should they be needed

Munson described health concerns
which she hopes ANHB will address
over the next few years, The top three
health issues for Alaskn Natives. in her
opinion, arc mjury  prevention,
reductionin cancer rates and a reduc
ORI leen pregnancy

Al the federnl level, ANHB
comcerned wbout plans for the Indian
Health Service budget to be reduced
by as much as S50 million in Fiscal
Yeor 1991, ns part of o federal budget

uestralion.

» Alaska Area Native Health Ser-
vice would see o $7 million decrease
il sequestration takes effect.

However, Hurlburt told ANHB thiat
he 15 optmstic the THS budget will ot
be cut drastically and may even by in-
creased. Both President Bush's version
of the FY 1991 budget and that of the
House propose moreases for THS.

Recent recommendations by the
Senate Select Committee on Indian Al-
fairs and Secretary of Interior Manue|
Lujan for significant ncreases in
I'n.{n'nl spending for Indian programs
are another cause for optimism

ment of the Alaskn Native
Medical Center facility in Anchorage

wis another topic of discussion ot the
Barrow meeting. A design known as
the ““willage concept™” has been ap
proved for the new building.

The Cualtural Design Comminee,
formed W ensare participation by
Natives in the design process, had con
siderable input o the  winning
design

Ground-breaking for the ANMC
I‘T];ﬁlpﬂ'ﬂnﬂﬂl project is expected in late
19492,

Kotzebue is also Jooking forward
i mew hospital, but planners must first
solve a debate over whether pilings are
neaded under the structure W prevent

roblems with permafrost. The

otzebue Tacility v scheduled for
completion in November 1993,

Other highlights of the ANHB Bar-
ow meeling were!

*Discussion of the patient travel
survey currently conduted by ANHB
1o present Congress with accurate dats
on the problem of access 1o care in
Aluskis.

*A report on the P.L. 93618
development provess. Lioyd Miller of

Sochse angd Miller stated thar it will
likely be nnother nine months before
the regulations are finalized and fully
implemented.

=A repont by Hurlburr and ANHB
Executive Director Anne Walker on
the aceomplishments of work groups
[ormed as part of the Quality Manage:
ment Initianive established o improve
management of the Indian Health
Service

*Discussion of the need for
ANHE's State Legislative Committes
o develop recommendations for
educating the new governor and
legislators on Native/rural health care
priorities and problems

sNomunation of Robert Clark w
serve on the Joint Federal/Sute Com-
mission on Policies und Pr Afl-
fecting Alaska Natives. Clark is on
sabattical leave from has duties as ex-
ecutive director of the Bristol Bay
Aresl Health Corp.

=Agrecment for ANHB o serve us
un pass-through for $30,000 aimed
developing 8 model for improved
health services for pre-schoal children
m rurid areas

At the federal
level, ANHB is con-
cerned about plans
for the Indian Health
Service budget to be
reduced by as much
as $50 million. . .

*Cynthia Young, health director for
the North Slope Borough Department
of Health and Social Services, wis
presented with the first Alaska Area
Director's Award lor Excellence

*Bonnie Cisbaldon, deputy director
tor ANHB, was slso recognired for

the law firm Sonosky, Chambers,

10 years of service to the bourd and
Alasky MNuatives
e —




