Artwork sale to benefit CIRI students

KRoyukon Athabascan artist Phyllis
Fast recently left Aluska for pre-
dowtoral studies in anthropology ol
Hurvard University

Rathier than stire the 100 plus wter
color paintings she has spent yearns
creating, she has chosen w liguidate
her personal collection of artwork 1o
establish a scholarship and further en-
vhance Native students’  education
statewide.

The puntungs will be uvailable
through the Window Gallery of Fine
Artin October. Gallery owner Dawn
Hillyer developed a friendship with
Fust through her husband, artist Steve
Hillver and the Aluska Watercolor
Sunciety
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“Phyllis deserves recogmition for
hier peryomal accomplishments. She
A b role madel for Nutive stiudents, ™
Hillver sawl.

Fast st recently riatagied Aund
vtk Work Provessing Services i An
chorige, whnle carmmg o mbster s
degree i antheopedogy . She was pris
gram announcer. for the Anchorugee
Musevm of History and Art's Alaska
Nutive Perforiance Senes during the
suripnet i addinon o sgrving onthe
Board of Durectors fn Cook Inlet
Tribal Council,

“Dinng artwork has always been
oy ot ey of keeping my halance
L et angry . conlused, depressed of
nervous, i few hirs ol dr.mmg ur
panting seerns o work ot out,”" Fasy

soiid. ““During the past three years of
itense study, 1 also discovered that
drawing stimulmtes my mund somehow
i solve problems more easily and
posstbly more creatively. ™

Although she s un Aluska Native,
Fust’s paintings ure not culturally
oriented . She paings Hghtheartedly of
vitrying subjects using bright colom
and entertaining subjects.

Hillyer plans to ullf:!r the majority
of the paintings in the $50 w0 $250
price runge.

“Draring the past three years, | have
received extremely generous limancl
and academic support from various
sources.  Donating  artwork for o
benefit sale s the best way | can think
ol luﬁiw something back in returmn for
whiat hus been given tome, " Fast said,

“Througeh the fumnds sosed a this sale,
| hope o encourage other Native
students o emphisize therr artist
abilities.

Fast's watercolors will be on display
al the Window Gallery of Fine A,
412 G Su, O, 22-Niw. 3, coun
ciding with the Alaska Federstion of

Natives Convention in Anchorage
The proceeds from the artwork will
he used Tor a stadent scholarship 1o be
offered by the CIR] Foundation and
for savings bonds 1 be awarded s

prand prizes o an clementury and
secondary  education  student  pur-
tipating in the Johnson O Malley an
mual Native Youth Art Contest at Cook
Inlet Tribal Council




