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' FamilyFamilyniil Court in AnAnchoragehor ge Erred
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' The Alaska Supreme Court in anan-

opimon
an-

opinionopinionopimon
'-

released
r-

eleased
'-

released
r-

eleased' released today held thatth tt-
i

'
the mastermaster in family court inin-

I

in-

AnchorageAnchorage erredrred whenwtien he denied a

juvenilejuvenilethethe-the- hehesefservicessefservicesices of an
attorney of'of' her choice in aa-

I
non-delinquencynondelinquencyanon-delinquencyanonpon-delinquencymatterpondelinquencymatter

,

-
'-

similar
s-

imilar
'

matter .

But in a similar consolidatedconsolidate-
dmattermatter , the supreme courtcourt-
affirmed

court-
affirmedaffirmed the actions of theth familyfamil-
ycOlrt

famil-
ycourtcourtcO\lrtcOlrt\ matteratter in denyingdenying-
reptesentation

denying-
representationrepresentationreptesentation by a privateprivate-

attorney
private-

attorneyattorney .

The action ofof the family courtcourt-
master

court-
mastermaster whichwhichwaswaswas heldhela in'in

'

errorerror-

stliinmed
error-

stemmedstemmedstliinmed from a proceedingproceeding-
involving

proceeding-
involvinginvolving a 14 year old gjrlwhogirl'whogirlwhogirl'who-
had

girl'who-
had

'

had left home seekingseeJI1g police aidaidd inin-

ftnding
in-

findingfindingftnding a foster home . She waswas-

placed
was-

placedplaced in an emergency shelter ,

'butbut' but left and returned again later .

. She was'Y3sY3swas' laterla er interviewed'interviewed
'

by aa-

family
a-

familyfamily intake officer and releasedreleased-

toto her parents . She refused'refused' totto-

returnreturnreturn- ,40mereturn-40me, home and on her parents '
requestrequest waswas placed in-inindetentionin -. detention .

The family court intake officer '

then filed a petition alleging sheshe-

was
she-

waswas a child in needneedofof supervision .

At the subsequent hearing anan-

Anchorage
an-

AnchorageAnchorage attorney appearedappeared-
claiming

appeared-
claimingclaiming the girl had requested hishis-

appearance
his-

appearanceappearance .

The attorney forfot the girl'sgirlsgirl's-

parents
girl's-

parents
'

parents objectedabje ted,, claiming thethe-

parents
the-

parentsshouldparentsparentsshould.shouldshould., choose the child'schildschild's-
attorney

child's-
attorney

'
attorney since they would bebe-

liable
be-

liableliable for attorney'sattorneys' fees and that

a juvenile did not have a right toto-

lI1

to-
anananattorneylI1! -attorneyattorney.attorney-. in a non-delinquencynondelinquencynon.delinquencynondelinquencynon.delinquency-
proceeding

nondelinquency-
proceeding

-.
proceeding... ,

The family courtcaurt mastermastermaster-
maintained

master-
maintainedmaintained that.that'that.' the girl had ., aa-

right
a-

rightright to counsel , but that she''

should ndtnot be compelledcompeUed to acceptaccept-
an

accept-
anan attorney retained by herher-

parents
her-

parentsparents if she believed herher-

interests
her-

interestsinterests were divergent fromfrom-

theirs
from-

theirstheirs .

Because of the financialfinancial-
liability

financial-
liabilityliability , he said , the parentsparents-
should

parents-
shouldshould at least be entitled tptQto aa-

chaice
a-

choicechoicechaice in selecting an attorney toto-
be

.
be appointed by the ' court..

'

The family court master thenthen-
excused

then-
excusedexcused the1he attorney the girl hadhad-

contacted
had-

contactedcontacted..

TheT.he. supreme court , in anan-

opinion
an-

opinionopinion written by Justice RogerRoger-
Connor

Roger-
ConnorConnor , held that in cases wherewhere-
the

where-
thethe interests of the child and the

parents are hostile , choice of thethe-
child's

the-
child'schild'schildsparentsmight' attorney by the parentsparentsparents-
mightmight create an irreconcilableirreconcilable-
conflict

irreconcilable-
conflictconflict of interest .

TheThe supreme court stated thatthat-
the

that-
thethe child may retain an attorney ,

ofaf his choice , or in the alternative ,
ask the court to. appoint anan-

attorney
an-

attorneyattorney . But , if the child hashas-
retained

has-
retainedretained counsel , the court mustmust-
respect

must-
respectrespect the child'schilds' choice .

In reaching this conclusion , thethe-
supreme

the-
supremesupreme court also held that thethe-
rules

the-
rulesrules of court require that whenwhen-
an

when-
anan juvenile matter has reached thethe-
fonnal

the-
formalformalfonnal hearing stage , a child'schildschild's-
counsel

child's-
counsel

'
counsel is required to be present .

. In the second matter involving '

the same attorney , the supremesupreme-
court

supreme-
courtcourt upheld the family courtcourt-
master's

court-
master'smaster'smasters' decisiondecisian excluding thethe-

a
the-

attorneyattorneyttorrieya from a dependency

hearing.. <(' \
.-

In
I-

n
.
In hat case , the supreme courtcourt-

said
court-

saidsaid the , attorney showed nono-

direct
.

direct interest in the case whichwWchwWch-

would
which-

wouldwould allowallaw him to represent thethe-

juvenile
the-

juvenilejuvenile , \


