‘Bilingual-bicultural educanon is
‘currently . the best means of
educating 'large numbers of
. minority. thildren' 'who speak a
language other than English; the
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights
said in a 141- -page report released
today.
Trtled “A Better’ Chance to
Learn Bilingual-Bicultural
- Education,” the report examines
the principles  of : bilingual-bicul-
tural programs and contrasts them
with  the monolingual  English
_school and with other methods of
teaching language minority
" students.
In: blllngual bicultural
. programs, minority -language
" students are taught subject matter
. first in their native language while
they learn Enghsh as ‘a second

language

?
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to communicate fully in, that
language. ‘Such. programs also

stress ‘the incorporation of the

minority child’s cultural
traditions in the curriculum.

- *Without a doubt it is easier for
children ‘to learn in a language

they already understand,” the

Commission said. ‘‘Native
language instruction' capitalizes
on, children’s previous knowledge
and maximizes the possibility that
children will. develop healthy self
concepts and p051t1Ve attitudes
toward learning.”

The Commission  pointed out
that it is impossible to apply a
blanket rule. as to how long
bilingual instruction should
continue, since different groups

~ are exposed to dlfferent amounts

Subjects are taught totally in
English only when the child is no.
longer ' handicapped by inability

of, English, dependmg upon their
numbers and concentration,
: “For example, Navajo children

.who live on. the Navajo
" Reservation and are isolated from

English speakers may need 12
years of bilingual-bicultural
education,” the Commission said.

¢“Steps: must be taken.
_immediately. .to overcome the

barriers to ' education facing

language minority students. At -

stake are futures of a large number
of American children.
“Many . language mmonty

- children are handicapped by
poverty and discrimination before *

they ‘even enter school, and
although - language  is: only ‘one
obstacle which' they face in

attempting to' complete  an

education, it isamajorone.
“Bilingual-bicultural education

can _remove much of the burden-
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from those children. and thus put

. completion" of ,,an education

within their grasp.”
The Commission on Civil nghts‘

is. an. independent, bipartisan, '

factfinding agency concerned

-with the rights of minorities and

women,  Chairman | Arthur S.
Flemming is' also ‘Commissioner

on Aging of the Department of

Health, Education, and Welfare.

Other Commissioners: are -Vice
Chairman 'Stephan Horn,.
president of California State

University, Long Beach; Frankie
an attomey‘

M. Freeman,
specializing in international law in
St.' Louis; ‘Manupal : Ruiz, ‘an'
attorney specializing in

international law with offices in .

Los Angeles;; Robert S. Rankin,
Professor Emeritus of - Political
Science at Duke University;

Durham, North Carolma, and

by the
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Murray Saltzman, Rabbi,
Indianapolis Hebrew
Congregation, Indianapolis,

Indiana. John A. Buggs is Staff =

Director.
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§ (cdntlnuea from'Page 6) T
million: for the revolving energy
loan fund. :

Unfortunately, this important
legislation ' is stuck in the Senate
Finance Committee after
receiving unanimous‘endorsement

Committee. The legislative session
is in its waning days and unless the
revolving energy loan fund bills
are given an additional push, they
stand little chance of passing, The
‘bills deserve your support through
a letter or call to your legislator.
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GENERAL REVENUE SHARING PLANNED USE REPORT

General Revenue Shanng provides federal 1unds dueclly to local and state governments Thus report of your government’s plan : i published
to encourage citizen' participation in determining your goVemments decision on how the maney will be spent. Note: Any complaints of
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“THE UPPER HALF OF THIS PAGE MUST BE PUBLISHED (SEE INSTRUCTION D).
‘It is not requlred that the lower half of ‘this form be published.
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'(G) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (refer to instruction G)’ ln planning for the use of
GRS funds, does your governmem

D Hold special public heanngs on Revanue Sharing?
D Take local opinion polls7

D Solicit requests for funding of p
“your government admnms(ratnon?

(F) AUDIT (velet to instruction F)

1. Are your General Revenue Sham\g (GRS) funds audited?
m yes D no \ y 1
2. 1fyes’. how‘ofta‘n? ' ’
every year D every 2 years
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usin;j g funds from outside

] :] Discuss revenue sharmg al wgular public mecnngs7

D, less than every 2 years
b j Appoint advisory qroups of local citizens?
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(H) CiviL R!GH'IS (refer to instruction H) DO NOT‘WRITE IN THIS SPACE .

i .FOR' REVENUE SHARING USE ONLY
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1 'Does your ' government file the "EEOC - State nnq Local
7" Government Information”  form: (EEQ-4) ‘withi ‘the US. Equal:
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X
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No

Employment Opportunity Commi N7 __Yes

2. M "yes'/what was the date ol’lhe}lasl report?,

I "no’, answer the following question

3. How . many' persons (were on your 'government’s payroll on: M’

:March 31, 19752

i) PUBLICATION (Refer toinstructiont). e n i i
The upper part of this report was pub-. ‘/Namoof Newsp Date Published::

lished 'in the, following newspaper on $ it X Y f ; i R R A I s
the stated dae at a cost of ————» - - =

" 14 PERSAN rmmormsnsponrmens?smmn e T o
g e %Jﬂ D1rect0r- - Adm1n. & Fmance :
el ‘ : aTue TETRRn

t i Name

. 907-852-6690'
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2401 ESTREET, NW.
WASHINGTON. D C. 20226
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