Bllmgual-Blcultural Educatlon Best Means for Mmorltles

WASHINGTON D.C. =

‘Bilingual-bicultural educanon is
‘currently . the best means of
educating 'large numbers of
. minority. thildren 'who speak a
- language other than English, the

U.S. Commission on Civil Rxghts'

said in a 141- -page report released
today.

Tltled “A Better’ Chance to
Learn Bilingual-Bicultural

.= Education,” the report examines

the principles . of : bilingual-bicul-
tural programs and contrasts them
with: the monolingual  English’

.school and with other methods of -

teaching language minority
' students.
In: blllngual bicultural
. programs, minority -language
" students are taught subject matter
. first in their native language while
they learn Engbsh as ‘a second
language

Subjects are taught totally in

English only when the child is no.

longer ' handicapped by mablhty'
‘10 communicate fully in. that

language. ‘Such. programs also

stress ‘the incorporation of the

minority child’s cultural
traditions in the curriculum.
“Without a doubt itiseasier for

“children to learn in a language
they already  understand,” the
‘Commission said.’

‘‘Native
language instruction  capitalizes
on, children’s previous knowledge
and maximizes the possibility that
children will. develop healthy self
concepts and posmve attitudes
toward learning.”

The Commission pomted out
that it is impossible to apply a
blanket rule. as to how long
bilingual instruction should
continue, since different groups

. are exposed to different amounts

of, English, dependmg upon their
numbers and concentration,
i “For example, Navajo children

‘who live on' the 'Navajo
" Reservation and are isolated from

English speakers may need 12
years of bilingual-bicultural
education,” the Commission said.

¢“Steps: must be taken.
_immediately. .to overcome the

barriers to ' education facing

language minority students. At -

stake are futures of a large number
of American children.
“Many . language mmonty

- children are  handicapped by
poverty and discrimination before -

they ‘even enter school, and
although  lan

obstacle which' they face in

attempting to' complete  an

education, it isamajorone.
“Bilingual-bicultural education

“can remove much of the burden -

ge is: only ‘one

'from those children. and thus put
- completion" of ,an education

within their grasp.”

The Commission on Civil nghts
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on Aging of the Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare.
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