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CANADIAN ESKIMO DISPLAY HANDIWORK joshua sivuara
pik 20 year old university of alaska freshman from povungmtukpovungnituk
in northern quebec displays two silver pendantspennantspend ants which he had
made THOMAS RICHARDS JRjroajro photograph

U of A canadian eskieskimo4 mo studentstudeat
finds nome eskeskimoim40faf0food0d tIs samesame

tiethe eskimo village of povung
nitukcituk is located on the eastern
coast of hudson bay in northern
quebec there 20 yearyearoldear old josh-
ua sivuarapik often hunted cari
and carved soapstone joshua is
now developing his skill in silver
craft at the university of alaska

he is one of six students en-
rolled in the arts & craftscenterCraftsCenter
at the university the students
spend at least five days each
week learning their skills under
the direction of professor ron-
ald sunungetuksenungetukSunungetuk and take the
course without credit

in povungnituk joshua work-
ed solely with soapstone his tal-
ent was recognized and he dem-
onstrated soapstone carving dur-
ing expoekpo 67 the 1967 worlds
fair at ontario he didnt work
in silver until he came to the
U of A

although silvercraftsilvercraft requires
more technical skill than soap-
stone joshua enjoys the workowork

working with silver is more fun
than carving soapstone for mmee
it is much easier he saidosaid

at the arts & crafts center
eskimo silversmiths take tradi-
tional designs and incorporate
them with new and contempor-
ary interpretations silvercraftSilvercraft is
a creative and demanding skill

artist craftsman sivruarapik
became interested inin the native
craft program after reading of it
in quebec

1I saw ron sunungetuks pic-
ture in the beaver book guide
to native arts and crafts and
read about the program 0 then I1

decdecided to come he said the
administrator in my school inin
canada arranged it for me

joshua finds life in alaska
similar to that of his home
alaska isis not so different he

stated 1 I went to nome over
christmas vacation and we had
the same eskimo food

another similarity which
Jjoshuaoshua noted was the replace-
ment of the dog team by the
snow machine he explains that
dog teams are almost non exist
ant among canadian eskimos
today

we dont use dog teams any-
more just ski doos he saidosaid
only a few people use dogsdogsodegso

young sivuarapik recalls one
nearly disasterousdisaster ous hunting trip
on his snow machine

one time I1 went hunting
with a friend and my ski doo
broke down my hometownhome town was
125 miles away it took three
days without food and water to
walk home and we got very
thristychristythristy my friend was so tired I1
had to leave him seven miles
from povungnituk somebody
came back for him that was

real close
after he completes his studies

at the university joshua would
like to return to quebec and
work in silvercraftsilvercraft the items
which he has made out of silver
include tie tacs clafflinksclaffcuff links pinpins
pendantspennantspendants and other jewelry 0

professor ronald sunungetuksenungetukSunungetuk j

director of the universitys arts
& crafts center is pleased with
the work that joshua is doing

he had the kind of dedica
tion to this thing that is neces-
sary I1 think that he will do
something worthwhile sornesomedayday


