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Don WriqhtWright Sues Alaska FederationFed ration of Natives, Inc .-
By MARGIE BAUMANBAUMAN-

Courtcsy
BAUMAN-

Courtesy( CourtesyCourtcsyCourtcsyofCourtesyofof AnchorageAnchoragc DailyDJllyDaily-

News
DJlly-

Ncw
Daily-

NewsNewsNcw )

ANCIIORAGhANCIIORAGIANCHORAGE: Suit waswawas-
filedfiledlfiledinlcd inm thethc AlaskaAlaskd SuperiorSuperior-
Court

Superior-
CourtCourt inIII AnchorageAnchordge MondayMunddY to

invalidatemvalidatc the convention of thethe-

AIJska
the-

AlaskaAlaskaAIJska FederationFederdtlon ot01of Natives ,

Inc . setsel for Oct 26-28262826-2X2X- atal AnchAnch-Anch-

orage
¬.-

orage
orageDonaldorageDondld

DonaldDondld Wright , deposed leadlead-lead-

er
¬.-

ercr ol01of thethc AKNAFN , Inc . askedas"edasedaskedin" inm the

suit that the court at onceonce-

Ilvahdate
once-

invalidateinvalidateI/lvahdateIlvahdate/ the OctoherOctohcrOctober datesdate setset-

by
tt-

hybyhy the board of directors of thethcthc-

statewide
the-

statewidestatewide organiationorgaOl7atlonorganization? andandreoandrerereore-rere-

oIlstJte
re-

instate

¬-

instateI/lstJteIlstJte/ the Dec . 14-181418- meetingmeetmgmeetmg.-

II
meeting-

atat.IIII. Wildwood thatthdt Wright had

called .

Wright chargedchdrged that what heliehe-

called
lie-

calledcalledcalled"selfclectedcalled"selfelected"self-elected"selfselfelected"self-clectedclected" -- " leaders ofof-
AFN

of-
AFNAFN , Inc . hadhadwillfullywillfully andJndJnd-

forcclully
and-

forcefullyforcefullyforcclully removed himhun fromfrom-
office

from-
officeoffice ,. inIII effecteffcc t lockedlockcd himhun outou t

HelieIle alsodbo calledcallcd for "anan" open concon-con-

vcntlOn
con-

vention

¬-

ventionvcntlOn " at Wildwood as thethe-

only
the-

onlyonly way to setset1ralghlstraight\1ralghl1ralghl\ AFN'sAFNsAFN\AFNAFN-

f
AFN's-

financial

'\
financialnanclalf difficultiesdlfficultlcs .

The orgam/ationorgamationorgalll/ationorgalllorganvation/ isI in debtdebt-

Continued
dedebt-

Continued
hihi-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)



Don Wright Sues . . .
( Continued from page 111)1)

farmore than 5600,0005600000$600,000600000$ , for fundsfunds-

borrowed
funds-

borrowedborrowed to wage the lobbying10bbYlOg10bbYlO-

gcampaign

lobbying-
campaigncampaign which led to the 19711971-

Alaska
1971-

AlaskaAlaska Native ClaimsClal111s SettlementSettlement-
Act

Settlement-
ActAct..

"TheThe" only way to do itIt-

sensibly
it-

sensiblysensibly is to let the conventionconvention-
do

convention-
dodo it , to reachreachaa mutual underunder-under-

standing

¬.-

standingstandlOg andmd, agreement for thethe-

momed
the-

moniedmomedmonied corporations to pick upup-

the
up-

thethe debts and set the policy forfor-

the
for-

thethe future ," WrightWnght said .

State Sen . WillieWllhe HensleyIlensley ,

D-KotzebueDKotzebueD.KotzebueDKotzebue. -. , recently elected toto-

succeed
to-

succeedsucceed WrightWnght , said he had notnot-

yet
not-

yetyet had a chance to study thethe-

SUIt

the-

suitsuit but labeled the court actionaction-

"childish
action-

"childish"childishchildish" .
"

"It'sIts" ' unfortunate that helie feelsfeels-

he
feels-

hehe has to take the organizationorgamzatlonorgamzatlon-
tlut

organization-
thatthattlut he once headed to court ,

,""
said Hensley , who was en routeroute-

to
route-

toto WashingtonWashlOgton lateIJte Monday toto-

try
to-

trytry and work out some solutionssolutions-
toto the financial problems .

Reported financialfnanclalf nanclal difficultiesdlffdifficulties-
from

cul tIestIes-

fromfrom withinwlthlO have been irriatedIrrlJtedIrrlJted-

by
irriated-

byby failure of Congress to alloallo-allo-

cate
allo-

cate

¬-

cate so far more than $500,000500000500,000$500,000-
to

$ 500,000-
to

,

to eacheachregIonalregional corporationcorporatIOn-
The

corporation-
TheThe full balance of each of thethe-

yearly
the-

yearlyyearly allocations cannot bebe-

legally

be-

legallylegally forwarded until the numnum-num-

ber
num-

ber

¬-

ber of people in eacheachregIOnregion isI-

Sestablished

is-

establishedestablished , butbu t the governmentgovernmengovernment-
has

tt-

hashas the option of makingmaklOg moremore-

advanced
more-

advancedadvanced monies available . InIn-

WashlOgton

In-

WashingtonWashingtonWashlOgton last week thetile SenateSenate-

AppropnatlOns
Senate-

AppropriationsAppropriationsAppropnatlOns SubcommitteeSubcommittee-
approved

SubcommitteeSubcommittee-
approvedapproved legislation to allow thethe-

regions

the-

regionsregions to pay on a pro ratarata-

basIs
rata-

basisbasis the debts incurred up untiluntil-

the
until-

thethe settlement was reached .

This wouldwouldallowallow quicker paypay-¬-

ment and a halt in10 mountingmountlOgmountlOg-
IOtere

mounting-
interestinterestIOtere t debts to the centralcentrcentral-

organization

.IIII.I-

IorgantlJtlon

.
organizationorgantlJtlon , but the legislationleglslJtlOnleglslJtlOn-

now
legislation-

nownow faces the senate appropriaappropria-appropria-
tions

appropria-
tions

¬-

tions committeecomml ttee andJndandsu'ularsirnlarlI'lilarlIlilarsu'ularsuularsu'ular-

action
lI'lilar-

actIOn

'

action inm the HouselIou.elIoueHouse-

AFN
lIou.e-

AFN
house-

AFN
.

AFN , Inc executive viceVIl.eVIleVIl.-

epre"dent
vice-

president
.

presidentpre"dentpredent" HarryIIJrry Carter( lrterlrterJld< said\JldJld\ lastIJstfastIJst'-

Week

fast-

weekweek'Week' thatth lt< the lundslundfunds simply hadhJdhJd-

not
had-

notnot been forthcoming10rthcollllng andlnd< thatthat-

the
that-

thethe Natives stood to loselo.eloe. somesome-

of
,omeome-

ofof the total S962.5S9625$962.5962.59625$ . million cashcash-

settlement
cash-

settlementsettlement in10 court battlingbattlmg forfor-

the
for-

thethe rightngh t to get the rest..

Terms of the Native claimsclJUlISclJUlIS-

act
claims-

actact alsoaho allow for the U.SUS. CourtCourt-

of
( ourtourt-

ofof Claims to pay a totaltotJItotJIoftotalofof
5600,0005600000, towardtowMd debtsmcurreddebtsincurreddebtsincurred-
inin111 pursuingpursumg the settlement , butbut-

thJt
but-

thatthatthJt S600.000S600000$600,0006000005600,00056000005600,000is$ ., is" money beingbemgbemg-

held
being-

heldheld aside from the total duedue-

the
due-

thethe NativeNJtlve populationpopulJtlon notnot-

extrJ
not-

extraextraextrJ government monies , t(tamenarterJrteramenJrter-

noted
amen-

notednotednotedI I,

notedAt
At its'la-

sl

itsla-

sl

Its-'IJIts'IJIJits-lastitslast- '- . [ meetingmeetlOg the A1NAIAt N ,

Inc boardboardofof directors orderedordered-
anan auditIudItIud< It reportreportlIllInwithin\\lIllInlIllIn\ 30 daysdJYs ,

in10 time to present to the concon-concon-

vention

¬.-

ventionven tlon thattha t it has calledC llled< forfor-

Anchorage

for-

AnchorageAnchorage on Oct 26-2K262K26.2X262X26-2828262K-

"We

2628-

"We

-.

"WeWe" facefJce the same problemsproblemproblems-
of

,
of trying to resolve the indebtedmdebted-mdebtedindebted-mdebted-
ness

indebted-
ness

¬-

ness of the organizationorgaOilatlon andand-

admmlstmtlon
and-

administrationadministrationadmmlstmtlon problems thatthJtthJt-

were
that-

werewere here when helie ( WrightWnght)) wasWJSWJS-

here
was-

herehere ,
,"" '. Hensleyllensley saids lld< "He'sHes"lIe\"lIelIe"lIe-

m
"He's-

making

" '\
makingmlklOg< it difficult for usu . toto-

concentrate
to-

concentrateconcentrate on these problemsproblems-

"I"II" don'tdont' see how anyIllY< courtcourt-

SUit

court-

suitsuit he might bringbnng will givegive-

111m

give-

himhim111m any more credibilitycredibilitywithwithwith-

the
with-

thethe board ol01of directorsdlrcLm! ( ,
,"" HenslcyHensleyHensley-

s

Hensley-

saidsaidslld< .


