
Sees Generation of Orphans-OrphansOrphans--Orphansse-
nding

OrphansSe-
nding

OrphansSe-
nding

----.
sending Native Children Away to School Deplored
At 30, Woody Morrison lookslooks-

back
looks-

backback on a "generationgeneration" of oror-oror-

phans
¬.-

phans " whose lives were twistedtWistedI-

II
twisted-

ininIII pursuit of education and vowsvows-
to

vows-
toto help a new generation growgrow-grow-

IIIg

grow-

ing
¬-

ingIIIg up inIII the Alaska bush .

"WeWe"We Natives ofofmymy generationgeneratIOn-
became

generation-
becamebecame orphanedorphanedatat the age of
13 , separated from our parentsparents-
because

parents-
becausebecause we had to go away toto-

school
to-

schoolschool and so , inm realityrealityye, we\yeyeweye-

grew
we-

grew \grew up as orphans ,
" MorrisonMornson

saId .

As statewide project directordirector-
for

director-
forfor Alaska Student Higher EduEdu-Edu-

cation

¬.-

cation Services , administeredadrrumstered byby-

the
by-

thethe Alaska FederationFederal10n of NativesNal1vesNal1ves-

Inc
Natives-

IncInc . , Morrison feels that he cancan-

help
can-

helphelp neutralizeneutrahze the culture shockshock-

and
shock-

andand simultaneously boost thethe-

educational
the-

educationaleducational opportunitiesopportulIJhes of NaNa-Na-

tive
¬.-

tivetlve studentsstuden ts outside theirtheu tratra-tratra-

dItional
tra-

ditional
¬-

ditional village environment ..

Under a $497,874497874$ , grant fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe U.SUS. . Department of Health ,
Education and Welfare , MorrisonMorrison-
writes

Morrison-
writeswrites contracts , negotiates withwith-

three
with-

threethree Alaskan colleges amiand monimoni-moni-

tors
moni-

tors
¬-

tors a trio of programs calledcalled-

Talent
called-

TalentTalent Search , Upward BoundBound-
and

Bound-
andand Special Services ._

Talent Search contracts go toto-

nonprofit
to-

nonprofitnon-profitnonprofit- agencies or instituinstitu-institu-
tions

institu-
tions

¬-

tions of higher learning to identident-ident-

ify
ident-

ify
¬-

ify youth of financial or culturalcultural-
need

cultural-
needneed with exceptional potentialpotentialI-

Continued
potential-

ContinuedContinuedIContinued( on page 6)6))
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for secondary and post-secondpostsecondpost.second-post.secondpostsecond-postsecondpost.second-
ary

postsecond-
ary

-. ¬-

ary education .

Upward Bound aims to genergener-gener-

ate
gener-

ate

¬-

ate the skills and motivationmotivation-
necessary

motivation-
necessarynecessary for success in educaeduca-educa-

tion
educa-

tion

¬-

tion beyond high school forfor-

enrollees
for-

enrolleesenrollees from low-incomelowincome- backback-back-

grounds
back-

grounds

¬-

grounds and with inadequateinadinadequate-
secondary

quatequate-

secondarysecondary school preparation ,. ii-

Special

I-

Special

i-

SpecialSpecial Services for disadvanl-disadvanldisadvanl-

taged
dlsadvandisadvan -

tagedCaged students in college prorProfproProf-
vldes

,

videsvldes for remedial and otheijotherotheother-
specialspecial services for students withwith-

academIc
with-

academicschoolscoveredacademic potential at schoolsschoolschools
covered by the special services

servlces\servlces
servlces-

gran
\)

grantgran t..
'

"ForFor" too long now the stustu-stustu-

dent
Stu-

dent

¬-

dent has been told that he hashas-

to
has-

toto go out and get an education ,
I

but in order to get an educationeducation-
hehe has had to totally divorcedivorce-

hImself
divorce-

himselfhimself from his background bebe-bebe-

cause

¬.-

cause his cultural heritagehentage waswas-

something
was-

somethingsomething bad , wrong , evil , sinSin-SinSin-

ful
sin-

ful

¬-

ful , dirtydlrty.anddlrtyand... ...andand. he was mademade-

ashamed
made-

ashamedashamed ," said MorrisonMornson , aa-

Halda
a-

HaidaHaidaHalda Indian .

"AndAnd"Andnow" now they telltelllumhim to bebe-

proud

be-

proudproud . How do you be proudproud-
of

proud-
ofofofsomethingsomething you know nothingnothing-
about

nothing-
aboutabout? " he asked .

Hislits is the story of thousandsthousands-
ofof Alaskan Eskimos , Indians andand-

Aleuts
and-

AleutsAleuts forced to leave home toto-

get
to-

getget the free public educationeducatIOn-

guaranteed
education-

guaranteedguaranteed but not provided forfor-

In

for-

inin theirthctr local villages by thethe-

federal
the-

federalfederal government ..

ItItISis a story so far withoutwithout-
end

without-
endend ; a story ofofannualannual migrationmIgration-
ofof youth hundreds of thousandsthousands-
ofof miles from home to getg t anan-

education

an-

educationeducation .

"WeWe" are seeing the same thingthing-

happen
thing-

happenhappen again in this boardingboarding-
home

boarding-
homehome program ,

,"" MorrisonMormon said .

"WeWe" find the Native having anan-

extremely
an-

extremelyextremely difficultdlff cult time adaptadapt-adapt-
ing

¬.-

ing to an alien world because hehe-

does
he-

doesdoes not have the support of hishis-

parents

his-

parentsparents ; no family ties "
So the emphasis now is not soso-

much
so-

muchmuchmuchonon tellingtellmg the NativeNJtl\eNJtle\ stustu-stustu-

den
stu-

dent

¬-

dentden t he'shes' got to be proud of hishIs-

hentage
his-

heritageheritagehentage . "NoNo"
, we are just saysay-say-

mg

¬.-

ingmg you have nothing to bebe-

ashamed
be-

ashamedashamed of ,
,"" MorrisonMormon said .

"BeingBeing" proudproudISis not having to bebe-

ashamed
be-

ashamedashamed or guilty of anythinganythmg .

'ThatThat"That'" area is one of ourour-

major

our-

majormajor thrusts . The other is thatthat-

In

that-

inin the past we'veweve' had to taketake-

whatever's
take-

whatever'swhatever'swhatevers' givengr.engrengisen. to us programsprograms-
administered

programs-
administeredadministered to the Natives , forfor-

the
for-

thethe Natives and about the NaNa-NaNa-

tives

¬.-

tivestlves , but never with the Natives '

Now we'rewere' sayingsaymg allallrightright , youyou-

are
you-

areare going to havehJve a program dealdeJIdeal-¬.-

inging with the Natives . We willwIll-

serve
will-

serveserve in a policy-makingpolicymaking- capacitycapacity-
oror we won'twont' serve at allall..

"WeWe" will no longer acceptaccept-

positions
accept-

positionspositions as advisors ,
,"" MorrisonMorrison-

saId
Morrison-

saidsaid .

History and statistics showshow-

that
show-

thatthat Morrison'sMorrisons' attack ofto thethe-

state
the-

statestate of Alaska Native educationeducationI-

Sis not merely an emotional arguargu-argu-

ment
argu-

ment
¬-

ment..

Students have suffered psychpsych-psych-

ologically
psych-

ologically
¬-

ologically from being taken fromfrom-

home
from-

homehome in theirthen early teens to atat-atat-

tend
at-

tend
¬-

tend school far away .

'TheThe"The'" dramatically sharp in10-10in-in1-

0creases

in-

creases

¬-

creases in10 suicide among the
15-25152515.251525-. year olds began at a'nana'ilaila'liali' ostost-

the
ost-

thethe same time as the AlaskaAlaska-

Boarding
Alaska-

BoardingBoarding Home Program began ,"
MorrisonMormon noted in a report toto-

IIEW
to-

HEWHEWIIEW Region Ten officialsoffclalsoffclals atat-

Seattle
at-

SeattleSeattle .

In 1947 , the U.SUS. . Naval stasta-stasta-

tIOn

sta-

tion

¬-

tion at SitkaSltka was turnedturn d over toto-

the
to-

thethe Bureau of Indian AffairsAff'3nsAff3ns' andand-

converted
and-

convertedconvertedconvertedIOtoconvertedintointoIOto a school subsesubse-subse-

quently
subse-

quently

¬-

quently named Mount Edge-EdgeEjgeEdge-

cumbe
Edge-

cumbe
-.

cumbecum be . The curnculmcurriculm was pripn-pnpri-pripn-

manly
pri-

marily
¬-

marilymanly vocational education andand-

two
and-

twotwo airplaneanplane hangers were usedused-

as
used-

asas classroom facilitiesfacllltles .

Students came from as farfar-

north
far-

northnorth at PtPI.. Barrow (2,0002000( , miles )

andandasas far south as Metlakatla
(300300( milesITIlles ) to remainremam ninenmenme-

months
nine-

monthsmonths , with half a day offoff-

for
off-

forfor Thanksgiving and one dayday-

for
day-

forfor ChristmasChnstmas . Due to thethe-

dIstance
the-

distancedistance involvedIOvolved , some studentsstudents-
were

students-
werewere forced to10 remain at schoolschool-

for
school-

forfor periodspenods rangingrangwg to six years ,

Morrison said .

Modernized transportationtransportatIOn-
hashas made it possible for MtMI..

Edgecumbe students to returnreturn-
home

return-
homehome every springspnng , but theythey-

are
they-

areare stillstili forced to spend most ofof-

their

of-

theirtheir teen-agedteenagedteen.agedteenaged-. years away fromfrom-

home
from-

homehome
homeThe

The new system of highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschool education for bushbush-

youngsters
bush-

youngstersyoungsters institutedinstitutedinin10 AlaskaAla.kaAlakaAla.ka-
In

Alaska-

in

.
in 19671967ISis the foster parent oror-

boarding
or-

boardingboarding home program , whichwhIch-

places
which-

placesplaces most Native studentsstudents-
with

students-
withwith predominantlypredominantlywhitewhite familfamil-famil-

Ies

famil-

ies

¬-

ies of the middle to lower-upperlowerupperlowerupper-
income

lowerupper-
income

-

income levies . In nine monthsmonths-
of

months-
ofofofschoolschool , the students becomebecome-
accustomed

become-
accustomedaccustomed to the modemmodern concon-con-

veniences
con-

veniences

¬-

veniences which are luxuriesluxunes atat-

home
at-

homehome andandindoctrinatedindoctrinatedIndoctnnated withWHhWHh-

the
with-

thethe norms and mores of non-nonnon-

Native
non-

Native
non-

Native
-

Native lifelife-

"In
life-

"In
life-

"In"InIn" the villagevtllage , bingebmge drinkingdnnkmgdnnkmgI-

S
drinking-

isis socially acceptable , cleanlinesscleanlinessI-

Sis notno t necessarilynecessJnly nextnex t to GodliGodlJ-GodlJGodli-¬-

nessoess and the clock runs on seasseas-seas-

onal
seas-

onal
¬-

onal increments rather than onon-

minutes
on-

minutesminutes and seconds ,;"' MorrisonMormonMormon-
said

Morrison-
saidsaid .

"TheThe" student is faced withwith-

being
with-

beingbeing bounced from one worldworld-

to
world-

toto the next and back , resultingresulting-
inin many students finallyfnally arrivingarriving-

atat a point of total normlessness .

The end result sometimes isIS-

sUIcIde

is-

suicidesuicide . "
Under thetIle federal grant , thethe-

AFN
the-

AFNAFN , Inc . formed a board of
12 NativeNallve regional representarepresenta-representat-

Ives
representa-

tives

¬-

tives and that consortium boardboard-

lured
board-

hiredhiredlured Morrison .

HeFie , in turn meets with stustu-stustu-

dent
stu-

dent
¬-

dent boards on the campuses ofof-

the
of-

thethe UniversityUmversity of Alaska , FairFaJrFair-Fair-

banks

¬'-
banks , Sheldon Jackson College ,

UniversityUmversl ty of Alaska-\nchorageAlaskanchorageAlaskanchorageAlaska-AnchorageAnchorageAlaska-Alaska- \nchoragenchorage\< ,

and Alaska Methodist UniversityUniversity-
toto hear and recommend policypohcypohcy-

changes
policy-

changeschanges to the statewide concon-con-

sortIUm
con-

sortium

¬-

sortium board .

Field counsellors forfur the propro-pro-

gram
pro-

gram

¬-

gram talk to village studentsstudents-
about

students-
aboutabout available educationaleducatlonalop-educatlonalopeducatlonalop-

portumtles
opop-opop-

portunities
¬-

portunitiesportumtles in10 adult basic educaeduca-educa-

tion

¬.-

tiontlon , education for veterans , welwel-wel-

fare
wel-

fare

¬-

fare recipients and persons whowho-

are
who-

areare under-employedunderemployedunderemployed1111e
-- .

Wlnle\\1111e1111eWhile\ the program is in10 itsItS-

early
its-

earlyearly stages , MorrisonMormon is opop-opop-

timIstically
op-

timistically
¬-

timistically contractingcontractlOgcontractlOgwithcontractingwithwith NaNa-NaNa-

tlve

Na-

tive

¬- ,

tivetlve associationsassoclallons and universitiesuniversitIes-
wIthin

universities-
withinwithin Alaska to seek out NativeNahveNahve-

students
Native-

studentsstudents and guide their educaeduca-educa-

tion
educa-

tion

¬-

tion , with supportivesupporllve services in

career , academicaCJdemlc and personalpersonal-
counseling

personal-
counselingcounseling , tutoring andJnd culturalcultural-
activities

cultural-
activitiesactivities .

Heliefie feels little progress hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen made ofadministratorsofadminIstrators ofof-

past
of-

pastpast programs along the sameSJmeSJme-
Imes

same-

lineslinesImes , but that now the culturalcultural-
life

cultural-
lifelife style gapgJp can be easedea'iCdeaiCdea'iC-
dthrough

eased-

through 'through a Native-operatedNativeoperated-- triotrio-

program
trio-

programprogram - Talent Search , UpUp-UpUp-

ward
Up-

ward
¬-

ward BoundBoundandand Special ServicesServices-

onon campus .


