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OLANGAPO CITY , P.IPI.. . -
In( n part one of this seriesser es , II-

compared

I-

comparedcompared the Native land claimsclaims-

battle
claims-

battlebattle to a chess tournament..

One man would take exceptionexception-
toto that analogy . His remarksremarks-
were

remarks-
werewere reportedreportedininm the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes on June 27 , 1969 .

"WeWe" are not a chess game ,

we are human beings andandnghtandrightrightnghtnght-

now
right-

nownow are a very upset and disdis-dis-

turbed
dis-

turbed
¬-

turbed people . "
This was the reaction ofof-

Andrew
of-

AndrewAndrew Isaac , chief of thethe-

United
the-

UnitedUnited Crow BandBandofof AthabasAthabas-Athabas-
can

Athabas-
can

¬-

can Indians neainealneat Tanacross toto-

the
to-

thethe land loss suffered by hishis-

people
his-

peoplepeople and the combinationcombmation ofof-

greed
of-

greedgreed and negligenceneghgence of governgovern-govern-

ment
govern-

ment
¬-

ment agencies responsible forfor-

that
for-

thatthat loss .

In a letter to former InteriorIntenorIntenor-
Secretary

Interior-
SecretarySecretary Walter J . HickelRickel , ChiefChief-

lsaac
Chief-

IsaacIsaaclsaac requested assistanceassl tance inIn-

determmmg
in-

determiningdeterminingdetermmmg the status of a33-

petitIOn
a-

petitionpetition for a reservation filedfiled-

by
filed-

bybybythe'hehethe' Tanacross group inm 191719 (77( ,

and againagam inm 1950

"OurOur" people in the cities feelfeel-

money
feel-

moneymoney and what it can buy isis-

important
is-

importantimportant , we feel our land andand-

what
and-

whatwhat it has grown has fed ,

clothed , and helped us to sursur-sur-

vive

¬.-

viveVlve , andandISis stillstili doingdomg so . DoDo-

you
Do-

youyou wonder why we are fightingffighting-
to

ghtmgghtmg-

toto keep it ?

"WeWe" wouldwuuld likehke some answersanswers-
to

answers-
toto the questions we have askedasked-

you
asked-

youyou , we believebeheve you are reallyreally-

mterested
really-

interestedinterestedmterested in our problems , butbut-

so
but-

soso far no one has told us whywhy-

we
why-

wewe are beingbemg overlooked andand-

our
and-

ourour problems are growing inin-inin-

stead
¬.-

stead of disappearingdlsappeanng as we werewere-

told
were-

toldtold ," stated Andrew Isaac .

Of the land used by Isaac'sIsaacsIsaac's-

people
Isaac's-

people

'

people , the Interior DepartDepart-Depart-
ment's

Depart-
ment's

¬-

ment'sments'' Bureau of Land ManageManage-Manage-

ment
¬.-

ment has shuffled patents on anan-

old
an-

oldoldoldvIllagevillage site , burialbunal grounds ,

trappingtrappmg camps , fishingfshmgf shmg sites andand-

huntlOg
and-

huntinghuntinghuntlOg areas to the State ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska . Such a cozy partnershippartnershipt-
YPifies

partnership-
typifiestypifies the manner in whichwhwhich-

Indain
chch-

IndalnIndamIndalnIndain lands have been stolenstolen-

throughout
stolen-

throughoutthroughout the AmericanAmencan concon-con-

tinent
¬.-

tinenttment..

All groups of AlaskaAla ka NativesNatives-

lave
Natives-

havehave(lave suffered somesonic degree ofof-
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land loss . Besides setting aside
4040millIonmillion acres for patent toto-

Natives
to-

NativesNatives , the settlement act ofof-

December
of-

DecemberDecember 18 , 1971 establishedestablishedaestablished-
ceilIng

established-
ceiling

a
ceiling of 335 million acres forfor-

lands
for-

landslands lost . One cause for rere-rere-

sentment
re-

sentment
¬-

sentment among Natives opposoppos-oppos-
ed

oppos-
ed

¬-

ed to that settlement stems notnot-
from

not-
fromNasfrom the fact that Alaska NaNa-Na-

tives
Na-

tives
¬-

tives received 40 millionmtllIon acresacres-

of
acres-

ofsfromof landlandmlandininm simple fee titlelItle , butbut-

fromfrom the fact that the act gavegave-
legal

gave-
legallegal sanction to the theft of thethe-

other
the-

otherother 335 million acres inIn-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska .

Among Native land lost forfor-forfor-

ever
for-

ever
¬-

ever aredre includedtncluded grants to thethe-

churches
the-

churcheschurches , military reserves , intn-tnin-intn-

dlvldual
in-

dividual
¬-

dividualdlvldual homesteaders , tractstracts-
deeded

tracts-
deededdeeded to resource developersdevelopers-
and

developers-
andandandspeculatorsspeculators , and nationalnational-
parks

national-
parksparks and forests andandwildlifewildlifewildlife-

refuges
wildlife-

refugesrefuges . The Tanacross story isIS-

not
is-

notnot an isolated exampleexample-
Cluet

example-
Chlet

example-
ChiefCluetChletChief Isaac'sIsaacs' unheeded appealappeal-

for
appeal-

forfor justice bringsbnngs to mind simiSllnl-Sllnlsimi-Sllnl-

lar
simi-

lar
¬-

lar observationsob CrvatlOns'> of land lossloss-

made
loss-

mademade by Indian leaders of thethe-

"lower"lowerlower.Io.erIo.erIoer". . forty-eightfortyeightforty-elg.htfortyelg.htelg.htelght-- . " in the not-notnot-

sodistant
not-

sodistant
not-

sodistant
-

so-distantsodistant-

pastChiefpastpast-
Chiet

past-
ChletChietChletChief Eagle WingWmg , in 1881HIH\HH-

autobIOgraphy
1881-

autobiography
\ I

autobiography , cited by T . CC-

McLuhan
C-

McLuhanMcLuhan in "TouchTouch" the Earthtarth ,
"

said , "MyMy" brothers , the IndiansIndians-
must

Indians-
mustmust always be rememberedrememberedininIn-

thIs
in-

thusthisthus land . Out ofofourour languageslanguages-
wewe have given names to many
beautifulmanybeautifulthingsthtngs which.hlchhlch.hlchwillwhichwill. willwillalalal-alal-

ways
al-

ways
¬-

ways speakspeakofof us MinnehahaMmnehahaMinneliahaMmnehaha-
will

Minneliaha-
willwill laugh ofofusus , Seneca willwill-

shme
will-

shineshineshme in our image , MississippiMISSISSipp-
Iwill

Mississippi-
willwill murmur our woes . TheThe-
broad

The-
broadbroadroIlIngDakotarollingDakotaIowa and the rollingroIlIng
Dakota and the fertile MichiganMichigan-
will

Michigan-
willwill whisper our names to thethe-
sun

the-
sunsun that kisses them TheThe-

roanng
The-

roaringroaringroanng Niagara , the sighingslg/ungslgung/

Illinois , the singingsingmg Delaware ,
will chant increasingly our Dta-DtaDta-

wae
Dta-

wae
Dta-

wae
-

wa-ewae-- ( Death Song ) . Can it bebe-

that
be-

thatthat you and your children willwill-

hear
will-

hearhear that eternal song without aa-

stncken
a-

strickenstrickenstncken heart ? We have beenbeen-

guilty
been-

guiltyguilty ofofonlyonly one sinsm - we havehave-

had
have-

hadhad possessions which the whitewlutewlute-

man
white-

manman coveted . We moved awayaway-
toward

away-
towardtoward the settingsettmg sufisun we gavegave-
up

gave-
upup our homes to the whitewhite-
man

white-
manman .

"MyMy" bretheren , among thethe-

the
the-

thethe legends ofofmymy people it isIS-

told
is-

toldtold how a chief , leadingleadmg thethe-

remnan
the-

remnantremnantremnan t of hisIus people , crossed aa-

great
a-

greatgreat rivernver , and strikingstnkmg hisIus tipi-tipitipi-
stake

tlpltipi-
stake

-'
stake upon the ground , exex-exex-

cldlmed
ex-

claimed
¬-

claimedcldlmed 'AlabamaAlabama'AldbamaAldbama' ' ThisTIllS in10 ourolltourollt-
language

our-
languagelanguage means , 'HereHere'llerellere' we.ee. maymay-
rest

may-
restrest ' But he saw not thethe-
future

the-
futurefuture . The white mannun camecame-
he

came-
liehelie and his1115fits people could not restrest-
there

rest-
therethere they were drivendnven out , andand-

In

and-

inin a dark swamp they werewere-

thrust
were-

thrustthrust down intomto the slime andand-

killed
and-

killedkilled . The word he so sadlysadly-

spoke
sadly-

spokespoke has given a name to oneone-

of
one-

ofof the whitewlute nan'snans1'1an'S11anSrun'sruns' ' states . ThereTher-
eI

There-

isisI no spot under those stars thatthat-

now
that-

nownow smilesnule upon us , where thethe-

Indian
the-

IndianIndian can plant hisIllStits foot andand-

Sigh

and-

sighsigh 'AlabamaAlabama'AldbamaAldbama'
.
.'' It may be thatthat-

Wakandd
that-

WakandaWakandaWakandd will grantgrdnt us such aa-

place
a-

placeplace . But it seems that itIt-

will

it-

willwill be only at Hisillstics side .
"

When the Indians of thethe-

lo.er
the-

lowerlowerlo.erloer. forty-eightfortyeightforty-elglllelglll-- were threatenthreaten-threaten-
ed

threaten-
ed

¬-

ed with. .thth. the loss of theirthelt land ,

they either fought and died andand-

were
and-

werewere placed on reservationsreservallons or ,

inm the words of Eagle WingWmg ,

"movedmoved"movedaway" away toward the settingsetlmgsetlmg-
sun

setting-
sunsun .". "

( Next week DelayedDeldyed 100100-

years
100-

yearsyears )


